WeBS Local Organiser Advisory Committee

5th Meeting: 21st July 2010, 10:00.

The Nunnery, Thetford.

AGENDA

1
Apologies for absence

Members are asked to inform Heidi Mellan whether or not they are able to attend the meeting, so that numbers for lunch can be assessed accurately.

2
Welcome and introductions

All attendees will be invited to introduce themselves.

3
Confidentiality and conflicts of interest

Members of the Committee are asked to note that agenda items marked with an asterisk should be regarded as strictly confidential. The Committee may add or remove asterisks during the meeting. Committee members are asked to notify the Chair of any conflict of interest for any particular item and to absent themselves from the discussion, decision or vote for this item as appropriate.

4
Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

The minutes of the last meeting will be sent along with this agenda. Copies can also be obtained from www.bto.org/webs/resources/LOAC/
5
WeBS Progress Update


WITUK

Newsletter


WeBS training

LT report

6
Counter network

WeBS B&B Leaflet (as suggested by John Armitage)
RNC involvement

LO/RR directory - incl. details of BTO RR contacts, talks for WeBS, a downloadable version of the access letter, the LO section of the handbook.
Potential sharing of volunteer contact details with RRs
WeBS Volunteer ‘Satisfaction’ Survey

7
Website and WeBS Online

Low Tide results published on website


Providing space to record all species seen in WeBS Online (as suggested by Derek Tutt).

Recording tidal state for non-tidal sites (as suggested by Pete Reay)


Online WeBS submissions to automatically transfer to Birdtrack (as suggested by Neil Bielby)

Alphabetic / taxonomic choice in 'My personal settings' to be specific to each BTO survey – not default for all surveys as at present (as suggested by Neil Bielby)

Each observer to have a button which lists their sites & visits for that year. Each monthly entry would have a green 'tick' which would turn red once the Local Organiser had checked the count. This would give automatic feedback to the counter that his count had been acknowledged (as suggested by Neil Bielby)

Column headings online to be 'fixable' so that they can still be seen on scrolling down the page (as in excel spreadsheets) This applies to all BTO online entry systems (as suggested by Neil Bielby)

BTO Regional Reps having viewing access to WeBS data for their region.

Website move – potential for forum to be included
8
Rutland Bird Fair 20-22 August 2010
9
Reports from partners
(a) Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust - tbc
(b) Royal Society for the Protection of Birds - tbc
(c) Joint Nature Conservation Committee on behalf of Country Agencies – tbc

(d) British Trust for Ornithology - tbc
10
Any other business

Committee members are asked to inform Heidi Mellan of any other business in advance of the meeting whenever possible.

11
Date of next meeting

Lunch will be served at 1 pm.

Members are asked to contact the Chair Nick Mason before the meeting if they wish to initiate major discussion of any item that they believe might not otherwise be discussed, in case background information needs to be prepared.

Staff are always happy to discuss their work with committee members. Those who wish to see a member of staff on the day of a meeting should telephone in advance to ensure that the person in question will be available.

