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Nest Record News
A new-sletterforsupporters of the NEST RECORD SCHEME, forming pan of the BTO's Integrated
Population Monitoring Programme carried out under contract to the Joint Nature Consen'ation
Committee.

The new card comes of age!
Fantasticl Nearly 31,000 cards covering the 1990 breeding season have
already been received at the BTO and they're still coming in. The response
by you, the Nest Recorders, towards the new orange-and-white card has been
overwhelmingly positive and the Trust would like to thank you allfor proving so
adaptable to the Scheme's changing needs. (See inside for more).

A very large thank you
to all nest recorders

The BTO had received 30.945
cards for 1990. coverine 182
species by the'end of tr[arch
1991. Another superb total and
sliehtly hieher thari that attained
by'ihe'sam-e time las year.

WELLDONE!

The 1989 annual breeding report

The breeding performances of4l species werc
summarized in the report 'Breeding Bir& in
1989' in BTO News (No.l70) and in Erirain's
Birds 1989190, co-edited by David Glue. The
1989 season was compared withthe previous I I
years and showed that 1989, like 1988, was a
very early year for most species. Thc nest
record cards for Linnet caused the BTO to give
a cautionary ring of the alarm bells as its
clutchsize has inexplicably declined from4.85
eggsin 1986to 4.50eggs in 1989. On a more
positive note, the nesting success of Sparrow-
hawk and Merlin have increasd adding
evidence to a picture of recovery from the
harnful effects of organocilorine pesticides
(DDT, dieldrin).

Milestones passed in 1990

Among the coastal birds, the 3,000th Shag card
came from S.Walker, Bardsey Island, Gwynedd
and the 5,000th Black-headed Gull card was
completed by D.Luckhurst: a nest on the mar-
ginsofa Durham reservoir. The50fth Long-
eared Owl nest history was filed by D.J.Garner:
a- pair nesting on a Cambridgeshire fen. Among
the passerines, the 5,000th Housc Martin card
was submitted by P.C.Tume1, Sussex; thc
lp0oth lvlarsh Tit record was of 6 young raised
in a nestbox, courtesy of I.D.Sells, Glouceser-
shire;. and the 5,00oth Magpie card was
compiled by J.P. Moulton for a nest in a
hawthorn bush in a Gwynedd cow-field.
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1990 breeding season

Rccod brcating high sunshine totals and tcm-
peiatureE combined with widespread drought
conditions during the spring and summer of
1990, led to a ncsting season of mixed fortunes
for Britain's breeding birds.

Windblown doves and thrushes

The New Year startcd with exceptionally mild
mid-winter conditions and by latc Ianuary thc
BTO hadrecciveddetails ofa scanering ofearly
nesting attempts. These included cases of Great
Crested Grebe, Tawny Owl, Blackbird, Mistle
Thnrslt Woodpigeon and Collared Dove with
clutches or young. The recor& csme from
Londoq west to Dorset, across to Gwent and
northtoGlasgow. Sadlythe Great Stormof 25th
January shifted all but the very tightest of sitting
birds (sec BTO News 168).

The hurricane force winds of that fateful yet
memorable Burn's Day, disrupted virtually all
carly nesting activity. More important, p€rhaps,
the winds destroyed maay large stick nests used
by corvids, Hcron, Buzrad Gchawk and oth-
ers, and flattened orsnapped offmany trees with
cavities regularly used by nesting owls, wood-
peckers and smaller passerines. Around 4 mil-
lion ttees wete lct on the 25tlr, with Devon
Hampshire and Dyfed thc chief counties af-
fected. This total is about one quater ofthat
flattened by the Grcat Storm of October 1987
(when trees were generally in full leaf), but in
1990 corsidembly more of the country was af-
fected. Howcver, not all of the storm damage
was negative, In 1990 nest recorders found
Great and l-esser Spotted Woodpeckers nesting
in srapped off tree trun-ls and Coal fit, Wren,
RobirL thnrshes and even Kingfrsher occupying
cavities amongst the rootplates ofuptumed trces.

Magpie and Starling: a flying start

From March to May 1990. the country received
a third less rainfall'and a {uarter cxtri ration of
sunshine than usual. The first fivc months of thc
year were the wsrmest since r€cods began over
300 years agq firlling spcculationthat tln 'geen-

house effect' was having an impact. There was
a wealth of early spring nesting, Nes recorders
reported clutches started by Starling and Robin
in mid-Febnrary,l'tagpie and Moorhen in early
March, Chaffinch and Buzzard in early April,
and Wheatear and Swallow during the last week
of April.

Titmice fade as owls prosper

Nestbox operators, in lowland sitcs particularly,
dascribed how titrnicc generally got off to a
prompt start. The EGI's famous ne$box pro-
gmmme in Wytham Woods, Oxfond, repotted
thc firs Crr€at Tit cgg laid on lst April, by
several &ys the csiliest date since the project
staded over 4O ycars ago. Blue Tlt broods
fledged as early as 26th Aptil onthepedphery of
the New Fores! Hampshire, As in I 989, thouglL
itprovcdtobe only a'moderatc' seasonsucc€ss-
wisc with a poor rnatch of thc main caterpillar
crop and developing young titrnice. I-ate May
frosts killed larval invertebrates widely an4 as a
result, the BTO received numerous reports of
partial and completc brood lcses with success-
ful Blue Tit families ranging from 3-15 in size.

Imp,roved snall rodent populatiots helped Tawny
Owls in many rcgions to a far better year than the
disastrous 1989, Good sizedclutches of upto six
eggs and regular broods of thtee, even four
young owlets reared werc r€ported from the
Kielder Forcst, Chiltern Woodlands, and acrs
to thc Forest of Dean. Kestrels began egg laying
by the firs week of April in the south wherc
traditional nest sites held five or six young, and
up to five young forbroods in irurercity l-ondon
wherc the continuing abundance of immatue
nts provided the staple diet.

Early birds flourish

Many populations ofour small, tender and early
nesing resi&ns such as Wren, GoldcteS, l-ong-
tailed Tit and Trcecreeper were already standing
at unusually high levels after the succession of
mild winters. Mo6t aie rcliant on adult irsects or
their larvae and the signs are that the sunniest
May on rccord in 1990 helped them to another
prcductive year with bumper brmds reported.

For many migranc, the pattern of performance
revolved around staggered arrival dates and the
influcnce of a cool period in late May and lune.
'Eatly' migrants such as Chiffchaff, Wheatear,
Ring Ouzel and Sand lvlartin returned prcmptly
fromlarc Februaryto cady April andnesting op
erations werc quicHy underway. A threc wcek
spell of sormy conditions in thc Meditenanean
region mntrived to hold back many 'mid' and
'late' migrants. Eatly May saw the flood-gates
open and thc mass arrivals of Whitethroats and
Housc Martins alongsidc Swifu and Spotted
Flycatchers, with rapidly initiated nesting activ-
ity.
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Nesting slopped by drought

As drought conditions tightened and tempem-
tures soared into the 9Os during July, the extrerne
weather conditions took their toll. Roola failed
to saGfy hungry brcods. Receding water levels
along many rivers and lake mar!'ins expced
nests, and nest recorders commented on in-
creased predation of clutches and young of cer-
tain waterfowl. Parched wetlands and miors ao-
peared at firs to favour early-nesting waders aid
some gamebirds before a lack of important in-
vertebrates, both in the soil and air, impafued
later attempts. Exposed substrates on inland
water bodies favoured certain waderc includins
Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers in widespread
localities.

Continuing warmth and dryness did encourage
some late nesting attempts. Some species that
only irregularly or just occasionally rear two
broods, such as Ringed Plover, Stone-Curlew,
Nightjar, Wheatear and Starling, consistently
reared twin sets of young widely. However, for
many others, including thrushes, warblers and
hirundines, the season ended prematurely. brine-
ing a fascinating iftruncated breeding season io
a close.

1990 card intake - sample highlights

A greal suength of the Nest Record Scheme
comqs from the wide national coverase that is
achieved eachyear. In almostallpais ofthe
country there are birdwatchers who fill in iust a
handful ofdetailed cards for nests found oritheir
local'patch". Then there are others who are able
to spend more time, sometimes concentrating
on a particular species or traveltine widelv t6
find nests. 5u"L 'spsgialists' pr5vidc i,erv
useful detailed information th,at &n be used tir
caliprate the widespread national coverage
achieved by other iecorders. Both types;f
rccorder arc equally vital in maintainiig the
qccuracy of the Scheme's monitoring and 

-fact-

finding roles.

This year the Trust received cards from 436 in-
dividuals and 75 groups. Those birdwatchers
operating through the 19 local bird clubs, 36
ringing groups and bird observatories, or the I 4
National, County or RSPB Nature Reserves all
had the advantages ofbeine able to exchanee
ideas, help with io-operativi projects, and a6o
helped to reduce the Trust's time with admini-
stration.

The list that follows shows the total Nest Record
Cads each recorder or group sent to the BTO
(where it exceeded 100), preceded by the num-
ber that werc for nests Gsited mori tlun once

(eg: 82/109 means tlnt 82 of the 109 cards sent
wetc multi-visit nest histories). Single-visit
catds have limited usefulness, primarily help
ing to illustrate habitats ind nesrsites:
rclatively few rcvesl other information about
brceding biology, except when a nesi is found at
egg-laying, hatching or fledging. Mubi-visit
cards are nwch more valuable,&cause even iust
two visits allow the calculation of the suwival
rarc of a nest, they show whetheregg laying has
finished and allow a more accurati-caicuEtion
to be made of the first egg laying date - all im-
portsnt facts.

W D Allen (Shrops) 180/1 80 inc. 2l Blue Tit, 22
Rook D J Andrews(Co. Down) 98/101 inc. 14
Ringed Plover, l4 Black Guillemot;Arg5rll Bird
Club (Strath) 1761176 tnc. 42 Pted Flycatcher,
96BlueTit; GE & GK Austin (Strath) 2491267
inc. 39 Buzzad 133 PiedFlycatcher, I 2 Hooded
Crow; J Baldwin & P Maynard (Hants) 239l
251 inc.25 Nightjaa 25 Stonechat, ll Dartford
Warbler; Barnsley lUnging Group (S. Yorks)
2l9l24l inc. 26 Grey Herorl 86 Spanowhawlg
J & T Barrett (Co. Durham) 2331233 nc.65
Pied Flycatchet, 22 C-e,I Tit, 105 Blue Tit;
R E Batty (Norfolk) 225 nc.7 Swift, 43 Great
Tit; K B Briggs ftIants) 95/106 inc. 2 Gocan-
der, 22 Oystercatcher; Bristol Naturalists' So-
ciety (Avon) 981295 no20 Whitethroal 44
Willow Warbler, 31 Yellowhammer;
J E A Brook & R C Cooke (Wark) 7291819
inc. 138 WoodpigeorL 106Blackbird, 17l-ong-
tailed Tit; D f,ugkinghnm (Somerset) 1191126
inc. 8 Great Crested Grebe, 85 Coot; Burton &
Eolder group (Hets) 141167 inc l4l Kestrel,
2l Tawny Owl; R F E Butter (Worcs) 103/l l0
inc. 28 Canada Goose, E Mallard; Calf of Man
Bird Obserwatory GO.W20B|?3I2 irrc. 74 Shag
6E Grcat Black-backed Gull, 20 Razo$ill;
J M Cheverton (LO.W.) 70/100 hc. I I Conno-
rant E Hening Gull; J Clark (cwynedd) l3U
l5l inc. E Tufted Duct 40 Common Tern;
J E S Cooper & R F Sanderson (Sussex) 2lll
231 inc. 14 Redstart, 78 Blue Tit, 14 Nuthatch;
M J Cowlard (Suney) l0l/l0l inc. 97
Spanowhawl D Cox & B Eawes (Bucb) 304/
326 inc. 33 Pied Wagtail, 44 Blackbir{,
A V Cross (Dyfe.d) l77l2$4 inc. 18 Percgrine,
12 CltouglL 96 Raven,; R E Danson (I^ancs)
3O2l3O4 inc. 4 Shelduck, 92 Trec Spanow;
C NDavison (t-othian) 2821301 inc. 23 Skylarl
58 Blackbird" 63 Liruret; J Driver (Gwynedd)
2491251 inc. 23 Redstart, 49 Canion Crow;
P Eccles (Northum) 108/l 14 inc. l0 Coal Trt" 44
Blue Tit; C Iil Emms (Warb) 178/199 inc. 13
WrerL 42 Bluc Tit; M trletcher (MAFF, Surrey)
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l4!l43 inc. 24 Song Thrush, 52 Starling;
J Flynn (Glos) L26lt7| ne16 Dipper,65 Sand
Martin; D M Francis (Northants) 99 | 102 nc. 22
Coal Tit, 24 Blue Tit; D J Garner (Cambs) 8U
104 inc. 5 Long-eared Owl, 13 Starling;
R Graham & G Stitt @umfries) 126 nc.23
Spanowhawl 13 Buzzard; GrampianRinging
Group 204l24linc. 44 Starling, 25 Greenfinch;
S R Eacker (Tayside) 300 inc. 6l Swallow, 69
Tree Spanow; P Eawkey (The National Trust,
Farne Islands) 61u6ll urc. 172 Fulmar, 65
Eider, 55 Artic Tetn; D Eazard (S. Yorlcs) 191/
193 inc. 2l Woodpigeorq 12 Collared Dove, 34
Swallow; L S Eiggins (W.Yorlcs) 65/156 inc.
45 Swallow, 43 Blue Tit; J AEigh (Devon) 178/
178 inc. 6O Blue Tit, 12 Nuthatch; I, P &
D Eildred (Lincs) 160/160 inc. l8 Wreru 12
Starling; P & D Eill (Gtr. Manchester) 53/101
inc, 16 Grcat Crcsted Grebe, 13 Coot; T W EiU
(Mersey) 310/310 inc. 29 Wren, 65 Blackbird,
4l Linnet; P R Eolness (Suffolk) l9l/339 inc.
20 Stock Dove, 175 Swallow, 3l Pied Wagtail;
J C & C A Eolt 119/140 inc. 17 Wmdpigeon"
I I Cartion Crow; S J Euddleston (Linc) 159/
5 16 inc. 15 Jackdaw, 408 Rook; M Eumphreys
(W Glam) 1631163 inc. 94 Pied Flycatcher, 47
Blue Tit; R J Jones (Powys) 159/160 inc. l0
Redstart, 9l Pied Flycatcher; J Keiser (Hants)
l0l/l1l inc. 59 Swallow, 5 Whitetluoat:
T Kuechel, P & V Roe (W Yorks) 166/206 inc.
14 Sand Martin, 39 Swallow, l0 Mistle Thrush;
J Lewis & S Roberts (Gwent) 1971223 nc. 24
Goshawlg 33 Dipper, 56 Pied Flycatcher;
J Lloyd (Dyfed) l43ll49 inc. 9 Redstart, 4l
Pied Flycatcher; R J Louch & D Tompson
(Oxon) 140/142 tnc. 8 Nightingale, 33
Whitethroat, 26 Chiffchaff; D Luckhurst (Co.
Durham) l47ll52 inc. 38 L:pwing, 20 Black-
headed Gull, I I Spotted Flycatcher; IMcAlpine
(Cheshire) 109 inc. 8 Mallard, 7 Nightjar;
C F Mapletoft @irklands Ringing Group,
Notts) 890/911 inc. 68 Wren, 116 Grcat Tit, 57
Chaffinch; EMaughan (Highland) I 291134 inc.
128 Arctic Tem; F Mawby (Cumbria) l23ll39
inc. 39 l-apwing, l0 Skylark; MMeadows (Es-
sex) 4511497 nc.27 Magpie,4l Carrion Crow,
33 House Sparrow; Merseyside Ringing Group
4931794no103 Grey Heron, 40 Sparrowhawk,
53 ReedWarbler; JPMoulton(Northants)106/
138 inc. 2l Swallow, 26 Magpie; M Mulligan
(Warks) l23ll78 inc. l7 Jackdaw, 54 Rook;
J Mullins, A Riley & E Mayer4ross (Middx)
52/105 inc. 14 Spanowhawlq 7 Whinchat, 13
Willow Warbler; P C Noakes (Norfolk) 122l
135 inc. ll8 Swallow; North West Norfolk
Ringing Group 15/167 inc. 22 Oystercatcher,

17 Reed Warbleg A B Old (Cumbria) 1671167
inc. 114 Pied Flycatcher, 33 Blue Tlt; Orkney
Ringing Group 169/204 inc. 32 Red-throated
Diver, 52 Curlew, 15 Arctic Skua; P Page &
R Lambol (Devon) 193/193 inc. 9l Pied Fly-
catcher, l0Nuthatch; GPearce(Devon) 124l
125 inc. l7 Barn Owl, 30 Blue Tit; R E Peart
(DorseO 193/198 inc. 13 Spotted Flycatcher,50
Blue Tit, 18 Greenfinch; P FJ Playford (Gwent)
109/109 inc. 7l Pied Flycatcher, 26 Blue Tit;
I Proctor (Glc) 2941296 inc. 103 Pied Fly-
catcher, I 3 8 Blue Tit; W Proctor @arks) I, 158/
1,352 inc. 132 Mute Swan, 107 Common Gull,
177 House tvlafiin, 200 Rook G Richardson
(Staffs) 100/100 inc. 15 Coot, 19 Great Tit;
J Richardson with N & P Fenwick,
R W Grainger & M l-onsdale (Durham) 33al
952nc. 187 Black-headed Gull, 154 Blackbird,
lll SongThrush; J ALRoberts (Clwyd) 150
inc. 50 Pied Flycatcher, 26 Blue Tit; M D Russell
(Herts) 130/141 inc. ll Mallard, 44 Moorhen;
Rye Meads Ringng Group (Herts) 29U328
inc. 50 Common Tern, 20 Reed Bunting;
G Shaw & A Dowell @umfries & Galloway)
l@1153 inc. 46 Barn Owl, l8 Tawny Owl;
S P Singleton (W Yorks) 1441146 nc.90 Blue
Tit, 22 Great Tit; N Skinner (Suffolk) 73lll0
inc. 2l Swallow, 13 Blackbird; Sorby Breck
Ringing Group (S. Yorks) 231/246 inc. 16l
Swallow, l5 Grcat Tit; I M Spence (Clwyd)
2501256 inc. 86 Pied Flycatcher,4l Great Tit;
Souder Ringiq Group (Derby) 2901290 nc.
210 Pied Flycatcher, 49 Blue Tit, 13 Nuthatch;
South Lakelnnd RSPB Group (Cumbria) 140/
140 inc. 64 Pied Flycatcher, 35 Blue Tit;
B Standley (Cheshire) 1221189 inc. 7 Skylarh 8
Willow Warbler; R J Stevens (Notts) 4621502
inc. 94 Coot, 47 Nightjar, 101 House Martin;
R L & R Swann (Highland) L26ll35 nc.23
Eider, 14 Tawny Owl; J Szczur (South lilest
Notts Ringing Group) 2181322 inc. 3 Ruddy
Duclg 27 Whinchat, l8 Sedge Warbler;
B & P Taylor (Moray) 88/101 inc. I I Crested
Tit, 5 Coal Tit; S J Tyler, S J Ormerod,
S Yoerg & F Burge (Gwent) l59ll99 nc.62
Grey Wagtail, I l2 Dipper; G A Vaughan (De-
von) 149/149 inc. 67 Pied Flycatcher, 13 Nut-
hatch; R Walton (Tyne & Wear) l25ll26inc. 13
Spotted Flycatcher, 22 Pied Flycatcher;
D Warden (Avon) 120/160 inc. 22 Woodpi-
geon, 5l Rerd Warbler; E E \ilebb (Suffolk)
l@lll2 inc. 37 Blue Tit, 25 Great Tit West
Wilts Ringing Group 103 inc. 33 Swallow,64
Blue Tit; N lVinter (Wilts) 2201244 'Jlc. 56
Cana& Goosc, 54 Reed Warbler; J E Wood
(Co. Durham) 110/l I I inc. 48 Pied Flycatcher,
23 Blue Tit.
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TOTALS FOR NEST RECORD SCHEMEFROM PRE-I989 to 1990

SPECIES
TOTAL

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Uttle Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grcbe
Fulmar
Manx Shearwater
Storm Petrel
l,each's Petrel
Gannet
Cormorant
Shae
BittErn
Little Bittern
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Whooper Swan
Grcvlas Goose
canldiGoose
EsyDtian Goose
Sf,6fduck
Mandarin
Wieeon
Gailwall
Teal
Mallard
Pintail
Garsaney
ShoVelei
Pochard
Tufted Duck
Scaup
Eidef
Common Scoter
Goldeneye
Red-breasted Merqanser
Goosander
Ruddy Duck
Honey Buzzard
Red Kite

.l'ffI#S*
Montagu's llarier
Goshawk
Soarrowhawk

o g'uzzard
Golden Eaele
Osprey
Keirrdl

oMerlin
- Hobbv
o Per.giine

Pre-89

t,544
151

t,479
1,963

I
139
1 2

2,356
54
3 l
)

22
1,025
2,880

I I

I
2,479
2,925

I
424

1,316
J

201
168
117
50

170
6,136

I A

106
107
783

1,715
3 l
) 1

2tl
152
27
8

1 5
9

700
46

l t 4
2,985
2,9r4

351
30

4,277
1,166

360
1,174

358
166
l 9

154

1989 1990

92

5 l
80

1

21 ;
4 l

47 1,683
7 162

47 t,51'l
123 2,16

- l
8 154
- 1 2

182 2,756
1 9 6
3 3 4

a

1 a

I I 1,076
166 3 ,131

- 1 7
- l

299 3,021
269 3,378

- l
6 459

203 t,644
4  1 1
I 2t7

l l  1 9 5
9 t34
2 5'1
5 r82

199 6,539
-  1 8
2 9
I  l l 0
I 108

25 853
- l

t23 1,94'l
1 3 9
6 3 2
3 222

t4 186
t2 45
2 t l
- 1 5
3  1 3

140 1,005
- 4 6

29 187
358 3,627
153 3,198
t2 385
2 3 2

355 4,990
202 1,534
26 405

169 L,497

Q
85

243
184

29
125

a

8
t6
8
5

204
4

;
J

4,

109
7
4
8

20
6
I

I
165

44
284
1 3 l

a 1
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SPECIES

Ptarrniean
Black Grouse
Capercaillie
ReilJegged Partridge
Grey Partridee
Quail
Pheasant
kdv Amherst's Pheasant
Watlt Rail
Comcrake
Mmrhen
Coot
Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt
Avocet
Stone-curlew
Little Rinsed Plover
Rineed Pl'over
Ken-tish Plover
Dotterel
Golden Plover
bowine
Teinmii'ck's Stint
Purp,le Sandpiper
L^rrun
Ruff
Snipc
W&dcock
Black-tailed Godwit

- Whimbrel
ocurlew

Redshank
Grcenshank
Wmd Sandpiper
Common Sdnilpiper
Red-necked Philirrope
Arctic Skua
Great Skua
Little Gull
Black-headed Gull
Meditenanean Gull
Common Gull
lrsser Black-backed Gull
Herrine Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Kittiwake
Lesser Crested Tern
Sandwich Tern
Roseate Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Guillemot
Razorbill
Black Guillemot
Puffin
Rock Dove

^ Feral Piseon
t Stock D-ove

Woodoieeon
ocollarit'Dove

Pre-89

94
34
62

391
737

10
1,729

I
64
26

16,360
8,982
8,780

I

198
384

1,184
5,733

l9
1 3 1
723

15,592,|
3

512
I

L,24I
512

I t

47
2,058
1,77 5

t 5  I
)

1,044
32

229
272

J

4,121
1

2,066
915

3,709
964

2,37 L

573
130

3,068
2,901
3,304

890
468
847
165
176
919

4,043
t7,244
2,251

1989 1990 TOTAL

100
38
62

405
757
l0

1,800
I

69
27

t7,t57
9,980
9,505

I
346
390

1,307
6,tt2

l 9
142
769

16,585
I
3

520
I

r,284
526

I J

53
n  a a ^

1,858
145

1

t , l t7
J J

266
275

3
5,040

2
2,42r

920
3,837
I , l  l 6
2,902

2
576
209

3,571
3,2t4
3,682
1,021

593
949
165
203

1,063
4,408

18,526
2,593

2 4
l 3

5 9
l0  10

42 29

i ;
- l

428 369
444 554
420 305

145 3
4 2

7 t  52
232 t47

4 7
22 24

516 477

t ;
7
I
I

l0 l
44

39

3 i
J

36;

t7
I

53
73

151
I

)
7

145
194
r78
25
49
63

9
96

201
591
r82

5

. )
I

j
65
39
8

34
I
6
I

557

rli
4

75
79

380
I
I

77
358
l l 9
200
106
76
39

l 8
48

r73
691
160
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SPECIES

Turtle Dove
Rins-necked Parakeet

o**3*r
Snowy Owl
Little'Owl
Tawny Owl
Lons+ared Owl
Shoi-eated Owl
Niehtiar
Svdft-
Kinsfisher
Hoo-poe
Wryireck
Grden Woodpecker
Great Spotted WoodDe
ksser Sootted Wooclor
Woodlarl<

,pecker 125

Pre-89

t,67 |
a

t,557
1,446

I
t,t73
4,372

465
24r
735
869
420

I
l 3

A A A
L A +

cKer I t5

436
5,797

853
32,t37
4,103
1,214
7,374

507
822

3,899
6,502
6,088

10,996
26,084
15,526

31r
I

126
4,082
1,455
1 ,814
2,'704
1,185

108,993
5

64,653
9 l

5,969
l 8

290
2

3,510
106

8,585
351
670

4,7 L6
1,305
2,339
1,653

1,699
10,088

619
9

37 t ,73r
t

25 1 ,615
261 1,913

i

50 t,282
3l l 5,000
2 6  5 1 1
18 287

t37 968
34 953
3t 490

I

2 t'l
9 266

44 790
6 139

29 488
143 6,045
22 923

1,924 36,313
480 5,072
57 1,3 38

t92 7,740
46 582
t8  85?

235 4,408
415 7,277
32r 6,951
460 12,031
401 27,021
435 16,439
I I ,105

- l
_  t ? l

241 4,588
60 r,627
65 1,961
58 2,864
33 t,258

t , '154  112,886
l 6

803 66,448
2 9 8

t'15 6,358
-  1 8

L4 3t2̂

t7t 3,8t2
5  l l l

265 9,174
18 390
l8 706

t39 4,916
56 1,421
91 2,536
52 r,782

92 1,913
25t 10,655
2t  691

l l 0

1989 1990 TOTAL

23

33
206

59
317
20
28
96
50
39

o skvlark
Safid Martin
Swallow
House Marth
Tree Pioit

O Meadorlv Pipir
Rock Pioit 

'

Yellow Waetail
Grey Waeldl
Pied Waeiail
Dipper 

-

Wieh
Dunnock
Robin
Niehtineale
Bliethr5at
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat

.i,nff*
Rine Ouzel
Bla;kbird
Fieldfare
Sone Thrush
Redirine
Mistle Tirnrsh
Cetti's Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Savi's Watbler

O Sedee Warbler
Marih Warbler
Reed Warbler
Dartford Warbler

.#ffi"lm'"th'*'
? S'?tl"Y*o'*
o Wood ltarbler
o chiffchaff

Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Firecrest

2
1 3
33
8

z 5
105
48

', ', <1

489
67

174
29
l 7

274
360
548
s75
536
478
23

:)
265
t12
82

102
40

2,t39

992
5

214

8

r3 i
324
2 1
l 8

t2l
60

106

122
316
5 t



SPECIES

O Spotted Flvcatcher
Hed Flycalcher
BeardeZl Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
WillowTit
Crested Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Short-to<id Treecreeper
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
T e woifrgpi"
Choueh
Jack&w
Rook
Carrion Crow

- Hooded Crow
! R"ven
o Sturline

House Sparrow
Tree Spdrrow
Chaffrirch
Pralnbling
5erln
Greenfinch

ocoldfinch
Siskin

oLinnet
Twite
Redooll
Conimon Crossbill
Parrot Crossbill
Scarlet Rosefinch
Bullftnch
Hawfinch

.+t?t*"#H?'
^ Cirl Buntine
! Reed Buntiis
t Corn Buntin!

Pre-89

8,273
r7,588

53
3,368

941
362
215

J , t a L

44,403
28,222
r,556
1 ,718

I
l 5

251
L,L1 '1
4,708

387
4,004
4,775
4,441

905
2,W7

10,971
10,006
t2,746
16,846

2
2

I 1,694
2,452

56
22,415

778
1,216

I  I t

4
I

4,725
126
l 0

5,648
58

6,613
46r

Pre-89

767,7O5

r75
35
9

t 7
140

3,589
t,749

145
U)

;
J

3i
193
1 6

209
849
233
48

163
448
2t5
309
031

228

40i
t4
l 3

i
66

3

t37
6

160
l9

273
1,900

1989 1990 TOTAL

259 8,805
2,089 2t,577

_ 5 3
145 3,688
37 1 ,013
11 382
t4 246

l5l 4,012
3,327 51 ,319
1,758 3t,729

t67 1,868
73 1 ,876

- l

-  1 8
- 25r

50 t,261
202 5,103
29 432

239 4,452
789 6,4t3
224 4,898
31 984

153 2,413
02 l l ,82 l
193 10,414
342 13,397
447 17,725

a

1

241 12,t63
65 2,591
2 5 8

422 23,241
l l  803
1 )  I  t s r

I  1 1 4

- l
75 4,866

8  1 3 7
I  1 l

103 5,888
1 4  7 8

r82 6,955
t4 494

GRAND
1989 1990 TOTAL

33,538 30p45 832,18E

O TARGET SPECIES for which we would particularly [ke morc car&. (Fot a full list of species
used within the BTO's Integrated Monitoring Progtanr, see the breeding report rn BTO News
No.l70.)

Thetotalsforpre-l989andl9S9havechangedsincethmeprintedin NestRecordNewsNo.6due
to the addition of cards received at the BTO after March 1990.
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The new Nest Record Card

The ereat maiority ofnest rccorders havc taken
to thE new cdrd verv well and there has even
been a slisht increasL in the number ofcontribu-
tors to thi Scheme.

Althoush ouite a few people found that it took a
while t5 leirn the 'ini' and 'outs' of the new
system. manv have found that thev now have to
sircnd l-ess tiine writine than before. For the
&casional recorder. ihe telearnine Drocess
involved with eoch card mav not allo.w such
time-savins. but he or she can feel satisfied in
the knowltiilee that thev are orovidine exactly
the sort of inlonnation that thi BTO nieds for i
prompt analysis of cards and a speedy feedback
bf re3ults. 

-

Recent comments from Nest Recorders' letters
include:

uThe new format does indeeil make life a
lot easierwhenyou've got the hang of them!'
(Somerset).

uA great improvemenl.. quicker to fill in
and prompting more precise general details"
(Tyne & Wear).

"I like the new card" it holds so much
more inlormation than lhe old one and isfairly
easy lo use" (Cumbria).

A number of observers have made useful suq-
eestions forfurther imptovement on the card ai-d
iew codes mav be inuiduced when the cards are
r€printed. For example. new codes may be
needed fo *youne headcaltine" ard for -mients
carryine neh miterial-. In 

-the 
habitat iodine

wst6m.-there may be a need for addins codes t6
cbver human diiturbance levels in iateeories
other than iust water-bodies. as at prisent.
Other supsedons hclude the addltion of ad?ined
bog-; 'Eland" in the water-bodies section; and'w?li-eraz€d" in the scrubland section. Anv
further-comments would be welcome.

Various nest rccorders have ouzzled overhow
to record nests that occur in ireas containine
more than two habitats: one comolex arei
seemed to need about 8! In these castis, the 3rd
or more habitats can be written as codes in the
Comments Box, eg: -F.2.(2,5).(2,4,6,8)" for'Human Site. Suburban. (Garden, Near Road).
@esidential, Not well-wooded, Medium areaof
garden, Many shrubs)",

If you have any queries. comments or suqse,s-
tioirs about the lt6w Neit Record Card o-r'thc
habitat codine system, Dlease write toHumphrey
Crick at the- BTO,'the Nunnery, Nuiurery
Place, Thetfor4 Norfolk, lP242PU.

Analyses of nest record cards

1990 saw the publication of a maior analysis of
Nest Record Cards bv an amate-ur meniber of
the BTO: Mike Shrubb. This hand-analvsis
(undertaken without a computer) involved 

-the

fullholdine of I5.00O L-ao*ins ;'rdst A labour
of love (he-nce th6 word'amatEur") if everthere
was one! But this labour has produced an
important paDer in Bird Study 37. Ll5-127,
enfrtled -Effeats of aericultdral 6hanse on
nesting bpwin gs Vanellus vanel/us in En-gland
and Wales*.

Mikc beean the study because he was worried
about thJpossible effects of asricultural inten-
sification ;rnd specialisation or1 fapwing pgpy-
lauons. lhete are manv lalscmaulg results ln
his paper, but among the hndings he sfiowed that
morje nests are now lost due to apncultuml
changes in grassland management th-an before,
with-increfted chain-harrdwine. dune-soreadj
ins and numbers of livestock-in fields.' The
svEtch from sDrins-sown to autumn-sown
cereals has involved-an extensive loss ofthe best
nestine habitat: lapwines will not nest in an
autumi-sown cereal fieli because the crop is
alreadv too tall in the sorine. Finallv. the nesiine
succe,s! of L:owines bn riptund e6t" is lowei
than that on fowlaid grasi,.althdugh.the l.atr
wms DoDuhtron seerE to have swrtcheq to
uoldird areas. His calculations sussest that the
Gpwine Dopulation may not be a5[-e to sustain
its6lf in-tfiis'countrv if tha shift from lowland to
upland continues. Food for thought for us all.

i.
:r'

.,Vz,m
o*.r;;** published in 1990 that used Nest
Record Cards, included Stephen Baillie's na-
tional oooulation studv of tlie Sone Thrush in
lbis l3), 15 t-tOO, ,"hi6h showed thlt the recent
decline in the BriGh Sone Thrush population
cannot be attributed to chan--ees in bre'edns Der-
formance, but hstead may f,e due to the Effect
of prolonsed frosty weather on over-wintering
sunrival. bavid dlue wrote a note in Brinstr
Birds 83,278-9, on triple brooding by a pair of
Little Grebes: and other nest recorders have re-
Dorted the efforts of their local srouDs in their
birdrcports. for example David Shani in B,rds
of Laricaster &. Distribt 3 l, 40-41 .

4>



New Projects

Ten new projects were initiated by Nest Record-
ersin 1989: (a) DavidAllen- Common Sandpi-
per; (b) Jeremy Blakey and Ken Nonis -
nestling sex ratios; (c) John Barrett ofthe NCC
requested information on Yellow Wagtail lay-
ing dates in order to influence silage cropping
dates in the Pennines Environmentally
Sensitive area; (d) Raymond Crooke - Jackdaw;
(e) Stephen Freeman and Byron Morgan - two
related analytical methodology studies; (f)
David Garner - l,ong-eared Owl; (g) Brian
Holden - Robin; (h) Paul lohnson - Barn Owls in
Norfolk; (i) Yoram Yom-Tov - layrng dates of
buntings.

Have a go yoursel l?

Currently there are 43 studies underway that arc
using Nest Record Cards, 13 of which are by
amateur birdwatchers. Analysing Nest Record
Cards is interesting, challenging and rewarding
and not just for the professional scientist. If you
would like to get to know a particular species
better and fancy analysing a set of Nest Record
Cards, please don't hesitate to contact Humphrey
Crick or David Glue, We will be pleased to give
you advice and help in planning, analysis and
writing up your study.

Seasonal.coverage improves

"  
^  u " ' o " ; "  ^  

"  
o

!  M" ' r  ay '  !  r . ,  a "y .  !  ro  o"y"

Each year we check overall recording effort and
the monthly picture for 1990 is shown above
ftased on 320 summary forms). Once again, the
busy mid-season months of May and lune saw
most fieldworlg but itwas good tosee a similar
effoft n luly (helped by the fine weather and
late nesting attempts) as in April. Similarly, an
equal number of observers were actively
selking late nests in August as wete for early
attempts in March. This is good news becausc it
is vital thatthose late seasonrepeat broods are
detected and thatthe entire season iscovered.
Keep up the encouraging work this coming
sumrner. Many thanks indeed.

John Mul l ins

Tragically, one of the finest nest-finders this
country has evet seen, and consistent contribu-
tor to the Nest Record Scheme sincc 1957. died
in a car accident in Ecuador in March 1991. A
full obituary will appear in BTO News, but
David LClugstone, a close friend, writes that
John had seen the nest contents of over 200
species in Britain: a record that even Walpole-
Bond could not achieve. John was 'an outstand-
ing nest finderwho had that sixth sense built up
over years ofexperience who tarely gave up the
challenge. Hc was like 'a dog with a bone' when
following up some hard species!" Iohn will be
sadly missed and the BTO gtatefully aclnowl-
edges the very kind donatiors sent to the Nest
Record Scheme in his memory.

Sending in your cards

Please send all completedcatds inone batch
as soon as your fleldwork finishes - by the end
of January if at all possible and by 15th February
at the very latest (if you want them to be included
in next year's Nest Record News). Early
batches of cards and comments thrcughout the
searcn provide useful material for articles
pteparedforBTO News. Cardscan behanded
directly to staff, ifyou are passing The Nunnery,
or if you plan to attend one of the BTO's
confercnces.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR
CARDS ARRIVE IN ONE PIECE BY
BINDING THEM WITH RUBBER
BANDS OR STRING. BEFORE PI..AC-
ING THEM IN A POLYTHENE BAG
AND PAPER-WRAPPING WITH A
BOLDLY.MARKED ADDRESS I.A-
BEL.

It is always tragic when cards go missing in the
post due to flimsy packaging. Otdinary enve-
lopes are not strong enough to take more than 20
cards; padded envelopes are much more suit-
able. Please don't let your hard-won data be lost
like this.

A reminder

However competent you feel you may be, do
pleasc re-rcad the coding booklet at the slart of
ihe new season. No guesses please! New
booklets available upon request from the BTO at
Thetford.
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Successive nesting attempts

Please make surc that all successive nesting
sttempts by a known pair of bfuds are clearly
marked as such and that the cards are clipped
together.

Cuckoo cards

Please ccrnplete a duplicate card fcr every Cuckoo
nest found, so that cards can be filed under
Cuckoo as well as thespecies ofthe fcterparent.

Grid references

Please, please enter complete grid references on
yourcards if possible. Adescription of how to
find out gdd references is given on Ordnance
Survey maps. A fair number of tecorders give
six-figure grid rcferences but omit the two
letters that should precede the numbers; this
causes the BTO a great deal of extra work in
looking up the location in gazetteers. So please
do include the letters, eg: TN 136 783. (If
there is a problem withconfidentialityofthe
site, it is quite acceptable to simply enter the l0
lrn square, eg: TN 13- 78-, or maybe even just
the lO0krn square, eg: TN l- 7-,

The Nest Becords Unit

Eumphrey Crick (Head of Uni| is employed
under the NCC contract to develoo the use of
Nest Recotd data as part of the Intelmted Popu-
lation Monitoring Programme of the BTO. This
is a programme of work aimed at combining the
rcsultsof nasttecording, rhging and censuses
to build up an overall picture of how well each
species is fadng in Britain. To this end" he is
modernizing the way in which Nest Record data
are collected and analysed.

David Glue (Nes Records Reasearch Offrcer)
keeps an eye on how each season progresses
and summarizes the nesting year. He is under-
taking a programme of analysis of the basic
breeding biology of species of corservation
interest. This he does by a detailed look
through collections ofcards to glean as much in-
formation from them as possible, something not
really possible by a computer analysis. Cur-
rcntly he is working on woodpeckers, owls,
Woodlark and Nightjar.

Caroline Dudley (Assistant Nest Records Offi-
cer) has special resporsibility for maintaining
the collection of cards and for ovemeeing their
computerisation.

Shirley Fisher has now left the Trust but
helped Carolinc with her work and was respon-
sible for a large proportion ofthe input ofcards
onto the computer. In addition, the BTO has
been fortunate in having an Employment Train-
ing Team to computerise the Nest Record Cards.
Working hard for us this year have been Pragna
Nathwani and Brian Steadman. A record
number of cards were computerised this year:
33,649. The Trust would like to thank the team
for theirexcellent workand regrets that a similar
team is unlikely to be available in Thetford.

1991: The BTO is now in Thetford!

Please remember that the BTO has now moved
away fromTring and that all cards shouldbe sent
to our new premises at Thetfotd:

British Trust for Ornithology
The Nunnery,

Nunnery Place,
Thetford,

Norfolk lP24 2PU
Tel: Thetford (0842) 750050

The Unit gratefully acknowledges the help pro-
vidied by Steve Dudhy in the production ofNe.st
Record News, using the BTO's Desk Top Pub-
lishing system
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Bird species protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

The species lised below are protected under the Mldlife and Countryside Act l98l as amended by
the Environmental Protection Act 1990. If you wish to consider visiting the nests of any of these
species, write to J.K. Baker, the Licensing Officer, at the BTO for a licence application form. No
nest may be visited without prior approval.

The majority of licenses issued during the breeding season for Special List Schedule I species arc
renewals for the same workers who held the appropriate approval during the prcvious season.
NewcomerstotheNesRecordScheme,orrecorders who have neverheld sucha licencebefore,
can apply for the relevant approval through the Trust. Howeveq it is nec€ssary to provide two ref-
etences ftom 'respected' ornithologists e.g, County Recorder, BTO Regional Representative,
C:llairman of Bird Club, ctc., or a letter of support from a study group - relevant to the species
application being sought. Please apply to J.K. Baker at the BTO at Thetford,

GENERAL LIST OF SCHEOULE 1 SPECIES

CROSSBTT r OWL, BARN (Englmd & Walc) QUAIL
KINGFISHER PLOVER,LITTLERINCED REDSTART,BLACK

SPECIAL LIST OF SCHEDULE 1 SPECIES

AVOCET GODWIT,BLACK.TAILED SANDPIPER,PURPLE
BEE.EATER GOOSE,OREYLAG SANDPIPE&WOOD
BITTERN COSHAWK SCAUP
BITTERN, LITTLE GREBE, BI"A,CK-NECKED SCO'IER,COMMON
BLUETHROAT GREBE SLAVONIAN SCOTER,YELYET
BRAMBUNG GREENSHANK SERIN
BI.INTING, CIRL CUII, LITILE SHORELARK
BUNTINC,LAPLAND GULL,MEDITERRANEAN SHRIKE RED.BACKED
BUNTINC,SNOW TIARRIER(ALLSPECIES) SPOONBr T
BT]-ZZARD,HONEY HERON,PURPLE STILT,BLACK.WINCED
CHOUGH HOBBY STINT,TEMMINCK'S
CORNCRAKE HOOPOE SWAN,BEWICK
CRAKE SPOTTED KITE,RED SWAN,WHOOPER
CIIRLEW, STONE MERLIN TERN, BLACK
DTVER,BLACK-THROATED ORIOII,C,OLDEN TERN,LITTLE
DTVE&CREATNORTHERN OSPREY TERN,ROSEATE
DTVER, RED-THROATED OwL, BARN (Scotland) Trr, BEARDED
DOTTEREL OWL,SNOWY TIT,CRESTED
DUCK, LONG.TAILED PEREGRINE TREECREEPER" SHORT.TOED
EAGLE, COI.DEN PETREI. I,.EACH'S WARBLER CE-TTI'S
EAGLE, WHITE.TAILED PHALAROPE, RED-NECKED WARBLER. DARTFORD
FALCON, GYR PINTAIL WARBII& MARSH
FIELDFARE PLOVE&KENNSH WARBLE&SAVTS
FIRECREST REDWING WHIMBREL
CARGANEY ROSEFINCH, SCARIIT WOODI.ARK
GOLDENEYE RUFF WRYNECK

SANDPIPER" CREEN

N.B. A rarer breeding species than these nny be added to the Special List without warning,
so if youftr.d one, contact the BTO's Dcersing Oficerfor clearance.


