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A news le t te r  fo r  suppor te rs  o f  the  NEST RECORD
S C H E M E ,  f o r n i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  B T O ' s  T n t e g r d r e d
M o n i t o r i n g  P r o g r a m n m e  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t
t o  t h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  C o u n c i l .
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THE GOLDEN EGGI  -  50  YEARS OF THE NEST RECORD SCHEME

n v p r  r h a  n ^ s i -  5 0  v o e r q .  f h t r  F T O  N F s l  p a . n r d  S ^ h c a p  h e s  o - n w n  r -  b e c o m e  t h e

I a r g e s t  o f  j t s  k i n d  i n  c h e  w o r 1 d .  I n  t h e  n e x t  5 0  y e a r s ,  w e  s h a I I  t r y  L o
d e v e l o p  t h e  S c h e m e ' s  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  u t m o s i ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e
v e r y  g r e a t  e f f o r t s  t h a t  y o u  a I l  p u t  i n t o  t h e  S c h e m e .  w e  s h a l l  n o t : n I y  c a r r ,

r n w o e n i n ^ i - i n d  i r f p r A s t i n d  a q n c . f c  ^ f  f h p  h r a a d i n d  h i ^ l n n v  D f  B r . L t r S n

b i r d s ,  b u t  w e  s h a I I  b e g i n  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  m a j o r
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T o  t h i s  e n d ,  a  n e w  f u I I  r i r n e
o r g a n i s e r  f o r  t h e  s c h e m e ,  D r  H u m p h r e y  C r i c k ,  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  L h e  B T .
u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  C o u n c i l .  N e w s  o f  o u r  e x c i t r n q  p l a n s
a r e  g i v e n  i n s i d e .

T o  c e l e b r a t e  5 0  y e a r s  o f  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e m e ,  w e  a r e  r u n n i n g  a  s e r i e s  o [
a r t i c l e s  i n  e a c h  i s s u e  o f  B T O  N e w s  t h l s  y e a r .  w e  a r e  a l s o  g i v r n g  t h e  t h e m e
o f  ' B r e e d i n g  i n  B i r d s '  t o  t h e  B T O ' s  A n n u a L  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  S w a n w i c k
f r o n  t h e  l s t - 3 r d  D e c e m b e r .  W e  w i I I  h a v e  a  g o o d  L i n e - u p  o f  l e c r - u r e s ,
i n c l u d r n g  a  s e s s i o n  i n  w h - i c h  a m a t e u r s  w i I I  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e i r  a n a l . y s e s  o t  n e s '
r e c o r d  c a r d s .  l . i e  h o p e  i t  w i l l  b e  a  g r e a t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  N e s t  R e c o r d e r s ,  s o  w h y
n o t  b o o k  i t  d o w n  i n  y o u r  d i a r y  n o w ?  B T O  m e m b e r s  w i . l I  r e c e i v e  a  b o o l i n o  f o r n
i i  d : e  c o u r s e ,  b u t  n o n - n e m b e r s  w h o  f a n c y  c o m i n g  L o  L h : s  i . n i ; r - m a i ,  = r . l  r o L . : ,
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  w e e k e n d ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  o u r  l ' 4 " m b e r s h r p
S p . r p l - ^ r v .  M r s  l r r d r F w  C a u S e f .
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THE TRUST EXTENDS A VEPY LARCq
THANK YOU TO ALL THE NEST

Reffin
VALUABLY TO TI I IS  SCTIL '4E 
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MANY MORE MILESTONES P A S S E D

' 9 8 8  w a s  a n  e x c i t i n g  y e a r ,  i n  t h a t  i L  b r o u g h t  t h r e e ' f i r s t s '  f o r  L 5 p  S c r e m - .
T h e s e  w e r e  R e d - n e c k e d  G r e b e ,  B r a m b l i n g  a n d  W h o o p e r  S w a n .  T h e  5 0 0 t h  D u n l i n
c a r d  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o n  A . H e n t h o r n ,  W e s t  Y o r k s h i r e ;  L h e  1 , 0 0 0 t h  M e r l j n  f r o n
M . N a t r a s s ,  C o . D u r h a m ;  a n d  R e d - t h r o a t e d  D i v e r  p a s s e d  t h e  1 , 5 0 0  m a r k  w i t h  a
c a r d  s e n t  i n  b y  G . C h r i s t e r ,  O r k n e - v .  M . R . L a w n  c o m p l . e t e d  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0 t h  i i r l L o v r
W a r b l e r  n e s L  h i s L o r ) ' r o r  a  p a i r  w h i c h  e n l o y e d  a  s u c c e s s { u L  . e a s - r  o r .  l
S u r r e y  h e a t h ;  w h i l e  t - h e  3 0 , 0 0 0 t h  S w a l l o w  c a r d  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  R . D a 1 s o i ,
L a n c a s h i  r e ,  t h r s  o a  i  r  n a s t i n q  i n  a  d d i r ) ,  f a r m  b a r n .
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1 988 -  FLY]NG START LEADS TO BUMPER

1 9 8 8  p r c v e d  t o  b e  a  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t j - ' / e  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n  f o r  a  r e f r e s h i n g l y  w i d e
r a n g e  o f  b i r d s ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s .  I t  a l ]  b e g a n  w i t h
a n  u n s e a s o n a l l y  n i l d  s p e l l  o f  w e a t h e r  i n  J a n u a r y  w h i c h  t - r i g g e r e d  o f f  a
s c a t t e r j . n g  o f  u n u s u a l l y  e a r l y  n e s t i n g  a t t e m p t s  b y  b i r d s  s u c h  a s  G r e a t  C r e s t e d
G r e b e .  B a r n  O w l .  R c b j . n  a n d  B l u e  T i t .  F i n e  w e a t h e r  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u q h  s p r i n g
u n t i l  l a t e  J u n e ,  i n  m o s t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y f  b e f o r e  r a i n s  a r r i v e d .
T h a n k f r r l J . y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l a c k  o f  t h o s e  p r o l o n g e d  c o o l  d a n p  s p e l l s  w h i c h  h a v e
u p s e t  b r e e d i n g  b i r d s  t n  s o  m a n ' /  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  M a n y  s p e c i e s ,  f r o n  K e s t r e l ,
B u z z a r d  a n d  O s p r e y  t o  B l a c k b i r d ,  S t o n e c h a t  a n d  W i l l o w  W a r b L e r ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y
r a i s e d  l a r g e  b r o o d s ,  C o u n t r y w i d e ,  m o s t  g e n e r a l  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  n e s t  r e c o r d e r s
w e r e  I a v o u : a b I e ,  i n c l u d i n g  

' f a n t a s t i c  
s e a s o n r  ( I n v e r n e s s ) ,  ' v e r y  g o o d '  ( M i d

w a l e s ) ,  ' f i r r e  e a r l y  o n '  ( S u r r e y ) ,  ' u p s u r g e  i n  r e s i d e n t s '  ( H e r t s ) ,  ' o u r  b e s t
e v e r '  ( l l a n t s ) .

EARI ,Y  OWLS AND RAPTORS FLOURISH

A  d a n p  s u n m e r ,  i h e n  a  m i l d  1 9 8 7 - 8 8  w i n t e r ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i g h  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f
s m a I I  r o d e n L s  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  m o s t  e a r L y  n e s t i n g  o w l s  a n d  d i u r n a l
r a p t o r s  a  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  r e p o r t s  o f  h i g h  o c c u p a n c y  b y
T a w n y  O w l s ,  w i t h  g e n e r a l l y  l a r g e ,  h e a l t h y  b r o o d s ,  w h i l e  B a r n  O w I s  r e g u l a r l y
r e a r e . i  s p . o n d  s e t s  ^ f  I ' o u n . l  u p  t o  O c t o b e r .  K e s t r e ) S  e n j o y e d  3 n  e x c c p t : o n a I I y
e a r l y  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  s e a s o n ,  w i t h  f j . r s t  e g g s  l a i d  f r o m  l a t e  M a r c h ,  I t  w a s
e n . ^ r ! r i . r i  1 1 d  t ^  h ^ f a  p o r o d r i  n a  a n ^  M 6 r l  i  n  i r L i  n ^  f r o c h -  - - o c c u P y l n 9  '
t r a d i t i c n a l  h a u n t s  d e s p i t e  l o c a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  e 9 9  s t e a l i n g .  F u r t h e r  g o o d
n e w s  c a n e  f r o m  t h o s e  s c a r c e  r a p t o r s  m a k i n g  a  c o m e - b a c k .  M a r s h  H a r r i e r s
c c n : i n u e C  ' - o  e x p a n d  w l t h  s o m e  f i f t l ' n e s t s  o c c u p i e d ,  w h i l e  O s p r e y  r e a r e d  o v e r
f i f L y  y o u n g ,  L h e  h i g h e s t  s i n c e  r e c o l o n i s a t i o n .  G o l d e n  E a g l e  f a r e d  w e I l ,
n o t a b l y  i n  w e s t  S c o t l a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e i n t r o d u c e d  S e a  E a g l e s  r e a r e d  a n o t h e r
s e t  o f  e a g l e t s  a n d  t h e  n o n - b r e e d i n g  p o p u l - a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s w e l I .

T IT} i ICE SUCCEED AS PIED T 'LYS SUFFER

R e s l d e n t  t i t m i c e  p o p u l a t i o n s  w e r e  a t  h i g h  f e v e l s  f o l l o w i n o  t h e  r e c o r d -
b r e a k r n g  y e a r  o f  

' 1 9 8 7  
a n d  g o o d  o v e r - w i n t e r i n g  s u r v i v a l ,  N e s t b o x  s c h e r n e

o p e r a t o r s ,  r n  b o t h  g a r d e n s  a n d  w o o d l a n d s ,  r e p o r t e d  a  w i - d e  r a n g e  o f  c l r r t . c h  a n d
b r o o d  s i z e s ,  b u t  m o s t  f a n i l i e s  w e r e  r e a r e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b e f o r e  t h e  r a i n s  o f
J r r n e  a n d  J u l - y .  I t  w a s  a n  e a r l y  a n d  c o m p a c t  l a y j . n g  s e a s o n  f o r  B I u e ,  C o a I  a n d
G r e a t  T i t ,  w i t h  - Z i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e p e a L  L a y i n q s  a n d  s e c o n d  b r o o d s .  M i g r a n t
P i e d  F l y c a t c h e r  a n d  R e d s t a r t  a l s o  s h o w e d  a  g e n e r a l l y  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  n e s t b o x
o c c u p a n u y ,  w i L h  f r e s h  s i t e s  t a k e n  i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t .  A g a i n ,
m d n y  e a r l y  c L u t c h e s  w e r e  l a i d ,  b u t  t h e  s u m m e r  r a i n s  i m p a i r e d  b r e e d i n g
p e r f o r m d n c e  f n  s o m e  p l - a c e s ,  l i m i t i n g  b r o o d  s i z e s  a n d  r e p e a t  a t t e m p t s .

PROTR.^.CTED SEASON FOR MANY

L r  o r r l  r r  r o t , , r n  h- y  m a n v  s p r i n g  m i q r a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  W i l l o w  l { a r h l o r .
w h i t e t h r o a t ,  W h i n c h a t  a n d  Y e l l o w  W a g t a i l ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  c l u t c h e s  s t a r t e d  f r o m
e i g h t  o r  m o r e  d a y s  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  L h e  1 9 8 0 s .  A n  u n u s u a l l y  h : g h
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s e c o n d  c l u t c h e s  w e r e  u n d e r w a y  b y  t h e  t h i r d  w e e k  o f  M a y ,
r a . - F l 1 i n f ,  " q 6 0 s  . n n d i t i ^ n q  h v  n l d  h : n . i e  F n r  c o m e  h i r . i s  r f  n r . v e d  t o  b e  a

n r ' r t r a c t e d  s e a s o n  w i t h  r e g u l , a r  r e p e a :  l a y i n g s :  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c a s e i  o f .
c o n I i  r m e d  t r i p l e - b r o o d i n g  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  f o r  S w a l l o w ,  S t o n e c h a t  a n d  P i e d
w a g t a i  I  .

O v e r a l f ,  t h e n ,  1  9 8 8  w j - I I  b e  r e c a l l e d  b y  m o s t  n e s t  r e c o r d e r s  a s  a  v e r y
s u c c e s s f u l  f i e l d  s e a s o n ,  N o w ,  w i t h  a  s e c o n d  s u c c e s s i v e  m i l d  w r n t - e r  i n

v  r u i n c  h a ! ' i n ^  / F f ' r r h A i  r .  i m n r n v p  i h F  h a b i t a t  f O rq r r e  '  a P P a ! c L , r ! ]  ,  ! q r L ' 5  r " , p r u v L  L , ' L  , '

n a n y  o f  o u r  b i r d s  w i n t e r r n g  i n  A f r i c a ,  a I l  s h o u l d  b e  s e t  f a i r  f o r  a n  e x c r t i n g
h r o a d i n d  1 ^ ^ . r  - ^ r ^ L ^ c  F n l ^ r , . h t 6  n a c t s  i i n A i n a  a n d

P d L u r t c r .  L ' L J v l q ! ! L  , r L J L  !  r r i u l J Y

r e c o r d r n q  !
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1 988 CARD INTAKE _  SAMPLE HIGHLIGHTS

The cent ra l  s t rength  o f  the  Nest  Record  Scheme comes each year  f rom those
b i r d w a t c h e r s  w h o  f i l l  i n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  d e t a i l e d  c a r d s  f o r  n e s t s  f o u n d  o n  t h e i r
I o c a l  p a t c h .  O L h e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e ,  s o m e t i . m e s  c o n c e n t r a t r n g  o n
p a r t i c u l a r  b i r d s .  T h o s e  n e s t  f i n d e r s  w h o  c o m p l e t e d  o n e  h u n d r e d  o r  m o r e  c a r d s
a r e  l i s t e d  b e l o w  t o  g i v e  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  n e s t  f i n d e r s ,  t o  s h o w
w h j . c h  s p e c l e s  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  s p e c i a l i s t  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  j u s t  w h a t  c a n  b e
a c h i e v e d  b y  a n  l n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p .  T h o s e  b i r d w a t c h e r s  o p e r a t j - n g  t h r o u q h  a
I o c a I  b i r d  c l u b ,  r i n g i n g  9 r o u p ,  o r  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  s o c i e t y  h a v e  t h e
a d v a n t a g e s  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  e x c h a n g e  i d e a s ,  h e l p  w j . t h  c o - o p e r a t i v e  p r o j e c t s ,
a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  T r u s t r s  t i m e  w i t h  a d m i - n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  T r u s t
r e c e i v e d  c a r d s  f r o m  4 9 4  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f r o m  5 1  g r o u p s .  T H A N K  Y O U  A L L I

G . A l e x a n d e r  ( H a n t s )  1 4 ' 1  c a r d s  i n c .  4 4  S w a I I o w ,  2 2  B l a c k b i r d ;  w . D . A 1 l - e n
( S h r o p s l  2 2 8  ! n c . 4 1  H o u s e  M a r t i n ,  2 2  B I u e  T i t ;  G . E 1  &  c . K .  e u s t i n  ( S h i o p s )
3 4 9  i n c .  1 1  R i n g  O u z e l ,  2 1  w o o d  H a r b l e r ,  1 1 2  P r e d - - F l t ; ; T c h e r ;  p . n a i e r
( C u m b r i a )  3 6 6  i n c .  6 7  C o r m o r a n t ,  4 9  L a p w i n g ,  1 0 4  S w a l , l o w ;  J . B a L d w j - n  &
P . M a y n a r d  ( H a n t s )  1 9 2  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 8  N i g h t j a r ,  ' 1 0  w o o d l a r k ,  1 5
N i g h t i n g a l e ;  M r  &  M r s  J . B a r r e t t  ( C o .  D u r h a m )  1 7 3  i n c .  8 8  B t u e  T l t ,  2 9  c r e a t
T i t ;  G . C .  &  I . M . B a t e s  a n d  N . R . F o s t e r  ( S u t h e r L a n d )  1 1 0  i n c .  4  c o l d e n  E a g I e ,  9
H o o d e d  C r o w ;  L . c . B a x t e r  ( C l w y d )  7 8 2  i n c . 5 4  O y s t e r c a t c h e r ,  3 9  C o n m o n  G u I l ,  2
H a w f i n c h ;  G .  B o t t o m l e y  ( C u m b r i a )  1 1 6  i n c .  5 4  P i . e d  F l y c a t c h e r ,  3 4  B f u e  T i t ;
H . B r a d l e v  ( C o . D o w n )  1 0 4  i n c ,  1 0  S e d g e  W a r b l e r ,  7 7  H o o d e d  C r o w ;  J . E . A . B r o o k  &
R . C o o k e  ( w a r k s )  5 4 8  i n c , 1 5 2  w o o d p j . g e o n , 4 3  H o u s e  M a r t i n ,  9 6  B l a c k b i r d ;
R . H , B u c k n a l l  ( N o r l h u m b e r l a n d )  1 3 0  i n c ,  5  W i g e o n ,  1  B I a c k  c r o u s e ,  2  S i s k r n ;
P . J . K . B u r t o n ,  T . H o l d e r ,  P . J o h n s o n  &  M . H u n t  ( H e r t s )  1 9 4  i n c .  1 3 9  K e s t r e l ,  3 5
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i n c .  1 8  w o o d l a r k ,  1 9  W i l l o w  w a r b l e r ;  C . N . D a v j - s o n  &  J .  p o l l a r d  ( S a n d w i c h  B a v
B i r d o b s e r v a t o r y , K e n t ) 3 8 3 i n c . @ a r k , 1 4 Y e l I o w
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M a r s h  T i t ;  R . J . L o u c h  &  D . T o m p s o n  ( O x o n )  4 4 9  i n c . 8  G r a s s h o p p e r  w a r b l e r ,  2 6

4 6  B l u e  T i t ;  D . J . c a r n e r  ( C a m b s
G . R . G r e e n  ( L l a n c : I l o  R i n g i n g  G



9 l h l t e t h r o a t ,  8 8  c h i f f c h a f f ;  D .  L u c k h u r s t  ( c o ,  D u r h a m )  1 4 7  i n . . 3 4  L a p w i n g ,
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( H e r e f o r d )  1 3 7  i n c .  2 6  B l u e  T j . t ,  2 3  S t a r l i n g ;  N c c  M o o r l a n d  B i r d
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F l y c a t c h e r ,  4 6  B l u e  T i t ;  R . H . p e a r t  ( O o r E e i i 2 2 2  i n c .  4 5  B i a c k b i r d ,  4 6  B i u e
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i n c , 5 9  L i t t I e  T e r n . 3 4  S w a l l o w ;  M . w r i q h t  ( L a n d g u u d  f i r d
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SEASONAL COVERAGE

H o w  m u c h  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  d o  y o u  p u t  i n t o  n e s t
r e c . r d i n d ?  W o l  l  m . n v  n o e f  r o n n r d a r c  h " f  i .  . n  . r - ' i h ^

t s q L  r . r  i - r

n , , m h a r  n s  h a " - c  + ^ -  w h i c h  t h e  T r u s t  i s  v e r y  q r a t e f u l .
T h e  a d j  a c e n C  h i s t o g r a m  s h o w s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e f f o r t
e x p e n d e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  f r o r n  t h e  s r i m n a r y
s h e e t s  s e n t  i n  b y  r e c o r d e r s  f o r  1 9 8 8 :

=  m o s t  d a y s =  f e w  d a y s =  n o r l e
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h €  p i c t u r e  i s  b a r e l y  d i r f e r e n t  f r c m
l a s t  y e a r ' s  a n d  s h o w s  a g a i n  t h a t  s e a r c h i n g  e f f r i r t  i s
c o n c e n t r a t e d  b e t w e e n  A p r i l  a n d  J u n e ,  T h i s .  o f  c o r l r s e /
i s  f h e  o o a k  n p s t  i  n c  t  i  m e  f o r  m . q -  s n e e i  e c  \ u t  w e  d f e

m i s s i n q  a  q o g d  n u m b e r  o f  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  b r o o d s .
P e t e r  G . D a v i s '  s t u d y  o f  S t o n e c h a t s ,  o n  t h e  S u r r e y
h e a t h s ,  f o u n d  t h a t  9 7 1  o f  p a i r s  a t t e m p t e d  a  s e c o n d
b r o o d  a n d  5 0 8  a  t h i r d .  T h i s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  3 2 8  a n d  ' l 0 g

r e s p e c t i v e l , y  f r o m  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e n e  n a t i o n a l
h o l d i n g s .  l . ] e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n a n y  o t h e r
i n r e r q s ; ; ^ t  a c t i v i L i e s  a n d  h o l i d a y s  f r o m  - r u I y  o n w a r - d s ,
b u t  r e t u r n  c h e c k s  i n  t h e  v r c i n i t y  o f  e a r l i e r  b r o o c s
w i l l  o i t e n  t u r n  u p  t r u n p s  f o r  y o u l
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G a n n e t

C o r m o r a n  t

S h a g
B i t t e r n  +
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M u t e  S w a n  i

t ihooper Swan +

C r e y l a g  G o o s e  +

C a n a d a  G o o s e

E g y p t i a n  G o o s e

S h e l d u c k

M a n d a  r  i  n

W i  g e o n

c a d w a l  I

l - e a 1

M a l l a r d

P i n t a i l  +

G a r g a n e y  +

s h o v e  1 e  r
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T u f t e d  D u c k

S c a u p  +
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C o m o n  S c o t e r  +
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G  o o s a n d e r

R u d d y  D u c k

Red Ki. te +

M a r s h  H a r r i e r  +

H e n  H a r r i e r  +  *

M o n t a g u r s  H a r r i e r  +

cosha{k +

Sparrowhawk r

B u z z a r d  *

G o l d e n  E a g l e  +

O s p r e y  +

K e s t r e l  r

M e r l i n  +  r

Hobby + *

P e r e g r i n e  +  *

Red Crouse

P r e - 8 7

1 / 3 1 0
1 3 7

1  , 3 4 1
1  , 7 B B

129
1 2

2 , 0 3 5
5 1
3 0

2
1 a

924
2 , 2 A 9

1 1
1

2 , 6 4 4

3 3 1
1 , 0 4 1

2
1 9 1
1 4 1
1 0 1

1 5 9

'7

7
9 0

147
6'7 4

1
1  , 3 2 4

2 9
1 4

204
1 2 4

1 ' l
B

1 4
5

5 0 2
4 5
1 0

2 , 5 2 1
2 , 6 0 3

3 0 2
2 5

3 , 5 1 8
8 3 9
3 1 5
9 4 0
449

19a']

1 1 2

6

5 9

" l
6

1 6 8

-

9 4
,uo_

1 9 0

7 5
1 5 3

1 0
1 5
9
3,]

2 1 9

4

'7

5 ;

2 3 0

l

4

4

1 6

1

2
' 7 4

1

2 3

2 2 1

1 6 9

3 0

1

244

1 2 7

1 8

1 2 6

1  9 8 8

1 2 2
B

1 6
6 0

1

t 5 ;
3

l
'7

r r ]

1 2 1
1 0 7

1

1 2 2

:
1 1
'7

4
9

265
3

(,

5 ;

1 5 1

1

4

3

1 1

:

2
1 2 4

2 1
2 3 ' ]
1 4 0

3 6 5
1 9 4

2'7
1 0 3
4 0

TOTAL

1  , 5 4 4

1  t  4 ' l 6

r , 9 6 1

1

1 3 9

1 2

5 4

3 1

2

2 2

1 , 0 2 5

1'7

1

2  , 4 2 3
2 , 9 1 1

1

4 2 4

1  1 3 1 6
5

2 0 1

1 6 1

1 1 1

5 0

1 6 9

t 4

1

1 0 3

1 0 7

7 8 3

1

3 l

2 2

2 1 1

1 5 1

2 7

I

9

? 0 0

4 6

1 1 4

2 , 9 1 2

3 4 8

4 , 1 3 1

1 , 1 6 0

3 6 0

1 t 1 6 9

s 3 3



- 6 -

P t a  r m l  g a n

B l a c k  c r o u s e
C a p e r c a i l l i e
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Coot

O y s t e r c a t c h e r

A v o c e t  +

S t o n e  C u r l e w  f
L i t t l e  R i n g e d  P l o v e r  +

R i n g e d  P l o v e r  *

K e n t i s h  P l o v e r  a

D o t t e r e i  +

G o L d e n  P l o v e r
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T e m i n c k ' s  S t i n t  +
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R u f f  +

S n r p e

W o o d c o c  k

B l a c k - t a i l e d  c o d w l t  +

w h i n b r e l  +

c u r l e w

R e d  s h a  n  k

G r e e n s h a n k  +

w o o d  s a n d p i p e r  +

C o m o n  S a n d p i p e r
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A r c t r c  S k u a

C r e a t  S k u a
L i t t l e  G u l L  +

B l a c k - h e a d e d  G u l 1

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  G u 1 1  +

C o m o n  c u l l

L e s s e r  B l a c k - b a c k e d  c u l 1

H e r r i n g  c u l l

G r e a t  B l a c k - b a c k e d  c u l l

K  i t t  i w a k e

S a n d w i c h  T e r n

R o s e a t e  T e r n  i

Comon Tern

A r c t i c  T e r n

L i t t l e  T e r n  +

G u i  I l e n o t

R a z o r b  i  I  I

B l a c k  G u i l l e n o t

P u f f . i n

R o c k  D o v e

F e r a f  P i g e o n

Stock Dove *

woodpigeon

C o l f a r e d  D o v e  *

Turt le Dove

6  9 3

I  b z

B  3 9 0
' /  1 3 1

4 4  1  , 1 2 5
- l

2 6 4
_ 2 6

3 4 2  1 6  , 3 3 6
3 6 9  8 , 9 5 8
5 2 2  a  , ' l 4 1

5 6  1 5 1
1 4  3 8 4
5 3  1 , 1 1 ' 7

3 0 0  5 , ' 7 3 3
-  1 9
5  1 3 1

5 2  7 0 2
5 5 2  1 5 , 5 ' 7  4

- l
- 3

' 1 3  5 1 2
- 1

4 1  1  t 2 3 A
1 1  5 1 2
6  1 2
- 4'7

8 3  2 , 0 5 6
5 3  1 t 7 ' 7 4

3  1 3 7
- 2

3 5  1  , 0 4 2
- 3 2

a 229
6 292
- 3

4 9 3  4 , 1 2 1
- 2

1  4 8  2  , 0 6 6
1 2 1  9 ' 1 5
f 5 8  3 , ' t 0 9
91 964

346 2 t] ' t 1
6 3  5 7 3

_  1 3 0
3 0 4  3 , 4 6 4
2 1 3  2 , 9 0 1
2 1 2  3  , 3 0 4

7 3  8 9 0
37 464
88 447

-  t b )

4  1 1 6
4 3  9 1 9

1  4 5  4  , 0 3 2
5 4 4  1 ' 7 , 2 0 9

P r e - 9 7

a 4

6 1

1 0
1 , 6 4 ' 7

1
6 1
2 5

1 5 , 5 1 8
4 , 2 2 3
' 7  

t 7 ' 7 5
3

3 6 9
1 , 0 1 3
4 , A A 2

1 9
1 2 1
6 1 0

1  4  , 3 5 5
1
3

454

1 , 1 3 6
444

6

1 , A ' 7 2
1 , 6 6 9

125
2

9 5 4
3 2

209
2 7 5

1 , 2 1 3
2

1  , 1 5 1
694

1 ,4 '7  2'164

1  t 7 4 0
244
1 1 6

2 , 5 . 7 A
1  , 3 5 6

6A'7
J'7 5
6 0 0
1 6 5
1 3 6

3 , 1 0 7
1 6 , 1 4 2

1 , 9 1 4
1 , 6 2 0

1  9 8 7

:

1 1

1'7

1 4

;
1

4 3 6

3 6 6

4 4 4

9 2

1
5 1

5 5 1

5

4 0

4 5

1

6 l

1 7

5

1 0 1

5 2

9

5 3

;
t 1

3
4 1 5

1 0 0

1 0 3
2 8 5
2 2 6

1 4
182

3 1 3
1 3 0
5 6

1 5 9

4 5
1 8 0
523

1 '79
3 1

1  9 e 3

2 0

TOTAL

2  t 2 4 5
1  , 6 ' t  1
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C u c k o o
B a r n  O w I  +  *

Snowy oul +

L i t t l e  O w l  *

T a w n y  O w l  *

L o n g - e a r e d  O u l  *

S h o r t - e a r e C  O w l  i

N i q h t j a r

S w i f t

K i n g f i s h e r  +

Hoopoe +

W r y n e c k  +
C r a o n  w ^ ^ d n a ^ L a r

G r e a t  S p o t t e d  W o o d p e c k e r
L e s s e r  S p o t t e d  I ' o o d p e c k e r

w o o d l a r k  +

s k y l a r k  *

S a n d  M a r t i n

s w a l l o w  *

H o u s e  M a r t i n

T r e e  P r p i t

M e a d o w  P i p i t  *
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G r e y  W a g t a i l  *

P i e d  w a g t a i l

D i p p e r

W r e n '
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B l u e t h r o a t  +

B l a c k  R e d s l a r t  +

R e d s t a r t  r
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F i e l d f a r e  +
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- 2

5 2  1 , 5 5 4

2 3 6  1 , 4 3 4
- l

4 8  1 , 1 1 2

3 5 1  4 , 3 6 4

3 1  4 6 3

2 9  2 4 4

5 0  6 1 1 )

3 6  8 6 8

3 4  4 2 0
- 1

1  1 3

1 3  2 4 4

5 2  1 4 9

5  1 2 5

3 1  4 3 5

1 4 1  5  , 7 ' t  1

l t  n ) u

2  ,  1 ' 7  1  3 2  , 0 A 5
6 1 6  4 , 1 0 1

4 8  1 , 2 1 4

3 1 2  1  , 3 5 4
2 4  4 9 3

2 A  a 2 1

2 1 1  3 , 1 0 1

2 5 5  6 , 4 a A

4 9 4  6 , 0 ' / 3

t 9 1  1 0 , 9 8 3

4 5 3  2 6 , 0 7 2

4 6 4  r  5 , 5 0 6
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- 2
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1
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2

9 4 6

1
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1 9 1

4 0 ;

6

9 0

1 3 9

1 4 8

9 3

3 3 6

8,]

1  9 8 8 .TO'I A L



S p o t t e d  F l . / c a t c h e r

P r e d  F l y c a t c h e r

B e a r C e d  T t t  +

L o n g - t a i L e d  T i t

M a r s h  T i t

C r e s t e d  T r t  +

a o a l  T i t

B L u e  T 1 t
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T O T A L S 1 9 8 7  1 9 B B
J Z , a 4 O  J Z , q J Z

- 8 -

P r e - 3 7

i  , 6 1 4
1 3 , 9 4 5

5 3

67u

3 2 8

1 4 5

3 , 4 1 1

3 A  , 5 6 6
2 4  , 4 8 6

' r , 1 3 0

1 / 5 5 9

1

1

2 5 1
1 , 1 0 9

4  , 2 9 - l
3 4 8
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3  , 4 6 n
4 , 0 4 9
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1 0 , 1 0 6

9 , 6 1 5
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1
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4 5

2 1 , 5 2 5
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B B

4

l
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3 6 8
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1
2 6 2

4 9
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4 2 7
l 4
2 B

:
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3

1 6 6

, i ,
1 2

1  9 8 8

3 0 6

1 , 8 6 1

1 0 2

3 1

1 9

1 4

1 5 4

) , 9 9 4

1 , ? 1 6

12'7
'7 

1

9

a ,
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1 l
2 1 6
9 1 5
200

'10

1 5 1
4 7 5
1 6 3
281
429

1
2 1 1

'l

3 5 6

9

1 9

:

1 2

1 4 2

1

1 6 4

1 4

T O  A L

s , 2 5 4
1 ' 7  |  3 ' l 2

3  , 3 6 4
9 4 1

3 6 2

1 1 9

3 , 7 1 9

4 4  , 1 6 6
2 8 , 1 0 8

1  , 5 4 6
1 t 7 1 5

1

1 5

2 5 1
1 , 1 7 6

4  t ' 1 0 7
3 8 6

4 , 1 1 5

4  , 4 3 ' 7
9 0 2

2 , 0 9 6

1 0 , 9 4 9

1 2  , 7  4 6

1 6 , 8 3 0

2

2

1 1 , 5 8 3

2  , 4 5 2

, 5 6
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7 7'7

1 , 2 1 5

9 6

4

1

1 , ' 1 2 3

1 2 6

1 0

5 , 6 4 7

6 , 5 A ' 7
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GRAND TOTAL:

B i r d  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  1 9 8 1  W i l d l i f e  a n d  C o u n t r y s . i d e  A c t
T A R G E T  s P E c r E s  -  d e s e r v i n g  s p . " i u f f i
e n v i l o m e n t a l  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  B T O , s  I n l e g r a t e d  H o n i t o r i n g  p r o g r a m .

T h e  t o t a l s  f o r  P r e - 1 9 8 7  a n d  1 9 8 7  h a v e  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h o s e  p r i n t e d  i n
N e s t  R e c o r a l  N e w s  N o . 4  d u e  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  c a r d s  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  B T O
a f t e r  M a r c h  ' 1 9 8 9 .
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REVIEWING THE NEST RECORD SCHEME -  EXCITING THINGS TO COME

Q u e s t i o n :  I s  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e m e  d o i n g  a  g o o d  j o b  o r  c a n  i . t  b e
improved ?
A n s w e r :  Y e s ,  o n  b o t h  c o u n t s !

So says  the  F ina l  Repor t  .o f  the  group o f  exper ts  who looked a t  a I I  aspec ts  o f
t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e m e  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w o  y e a r s .  R a y m o n d  O ' C o n n o r ,  t h e
B T O ' s  p r e v i o u s  D i r e c t o r ,  r e a l i s e d  L h e  h u g e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d
S c h e m e  a n d  m a d e  f u l l  u s e  o f  1 t  i n  h l s  n u m e r o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l - I y
F a r m i n q  a n d  B i r d s .  H e  w a s  a f s o  k e e n l y  a w a r e  t h a t  m o r e  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e
d a t a  t h a n  i n v e s t . i g a t i n g  b a s i c  b r e e d j . n g  b i o l o g y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  s a w  t h a t  t h e r e
w e r e  s o m e  d r a w b a c k s  i n  t - h e  d a t a  w h i c h  n e e d e d  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S o  1 n
1 9 8 5 ,  h e  p e r s u a d e d  I a n  N e w t o n  ( o f  S p a r r o w h a w k  a n d  F i n c h e s  f a m e )  t o  c h a i r  a
g r o u p  t h a t  w o u l d  l o o k  i n b o  t h e  S c h e m e ' s  w o r k i n g s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h e  m e m b e r s
o f  t h e  g r o u p  w e r e  K e v i n  B r i g g s ,  D a v i d  H i I I ,  C h r i s  M a s o n  a n d  M j - k e  P i e n k o w s k i /
w l t h  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  R a y m o n d  O ' C o n n o r ,  D a v j . d  G I u e  a n d  S a r a  C r o s s .

s t c e d i a n d  M o n r t o r i

I . ] h e n  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e m e  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  u p ,  t h e  a i m  w a s  t o  p r o v i d e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  b a s i c  b r e e d i n g  b i o l o g y  o f  B r i t i s h  B l r d s .  T h e  R e v i e w  c r o u p
c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  s t i I I  a  v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  a i m  a n d  t h a t  a n a l y s e s  o f
b r e e d i n g  b i o l o g y  w e r e  t o  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n c o u r a g e d .

T h p  o r r a l  i f v  a f  R r i t a i n ' s  . n r l n f r v q i d p  ^ n d  u r b a n  e n v i f o n m e n t  n e e d s  t o  b e
m o n i t o r e d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a s  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e s  b c c u r  i n  f a r m  n a n a g e m e n l  t n o
p o l l u t r o n  c o n t r c l  a n d  w i t h  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  p r i v a t i s a t l r n .
h h i c  i c  f ^  h 6 :  h r i ^ r  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  S c h e m e  f r o n  n o w  o n  b e c a u s c
t h e  b r e e d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  b i r d s  i s  a n  i d e a f  t o o l  f o r  g a u g i n g  s u c h  c h a n q e s .
T h e  B T O  s t o r e s  s o  m u c h  h i s t o r i - c a l  d a t a  a n d  r e c e i v e s  s o  n u c h  v a l u a b l e  n e w
i n f o r m a ' - i o n  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  m o n i t o r  t h e  c o u n t r y w i d e  b r e e d  i a o
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s p e c i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  a n d  h a b i t a ' s .
E v e r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a r d s ,  n o  m a L L e r  h o w  s m a l l ,  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  b r u s h  s t r o k .
i n  a  p i c t u r e  t h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r i s  o f  m a n y
n c . n l F  W e  w i l l  s l a r f  t n  n r ^ d . r . e : n n r a l  q r a r A r j a s .  m r r . h  l i r a 6  f t r n s e  f o r  C 3 .

a n d  w B S ,  t c  l e t  y o u  k n o w  h o r r '  t h e  b r e e d i n g  b i : C s  o f  9 r i + - a i n  l : c  f a r r n ! .
T h e  T r u s t  s e e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s o m e  m o r e  f e e d b a c k  t o  y o u ,  o u r  N e s t  R e c o r d e r s ,  . f s
e s s e n t r a l  i n  s h o w j - n g  h o w  u s e f u l  a r e  e v e r y b o d y ' s  e f f o r t s .

w e  s h a l l  b e  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s  f r o m  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s  w i t h  o t h e r  B T O  d a L a
( e r r n h  : q  f r ^ m  a R a  r n r l  ' i n ^ i n - \  f ^  f i h i  t h ^  i n f l r r p n c e  n f  : q n p . . s  I  i k e  C l U t C h

s i z e  a n d  f l e d g i n g  s u c c e s s  o n  m o v e m e n t s ,  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  p o p u l a L r o n  s i z e s  o :
b i r d s ,  T h i s  I n t e q r a t e d  M o n i t o r i n q  S c h e m e  i s  g o i n q  t o  b e  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n r l
v e r y  e x c i t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  L h e  B T O  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  N e s r
R e c o r d i n g  w i I I  b e  a t  i t s  h u b .

r o v : n t h e  S c h e n e :  A  N e w  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r i

T f  m i n h t  h ^ r d  i ^  h 6 l  i 6 r ' a  h r r t

C a r d  n e e d s  t o  b e  m o d i f i e d  a f t e r  a I l
a n d  o u r  l i v e s  e a s i e r .

f h p  f r i t h r r r l  f l - p e n  \ e S t  R e c c r l
f h d c 6  t . ,  m e L -  h ^ f l  - . , -

J q o l r r  ! u L |  y u u r

(  a  )  H a b r t a t d r - c ,  . , r r r c r t l . .  f h o r p  r e  1  l i r f l a  H l : a L  c n a C e  O n  f h c  : 1 ,  s :
- .  

! j ,  ! , r e r v

R e c o r d  C a r d  f o r  w r i t i n g  i n  d e t a i l s  o f  h a b i t a t .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  f c r  a
n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s .  ( 1  )  T h e  n e s t .  r e c o r d e r  h a s  l i t t I e  g u i d a n c e  a s  L o  t h e  s o r t
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  d e L a r L  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d :  o n e  r e c o r d e r  n - i q h t  w r . t e  l o q r ,
" w o o d "  w h e r e a s  a n o t h e r  n a y  g i v e  g r e a t  d e t a l l  a b o u t  t r e e  s p e c i e s ,
u n d e r g r o w t h .  p r o x i m i t y  t o  w a t e r ,  e t c .  l 2 l  N e s t  r e c o r d e r s  t h a t  h a v e  a  l o t  o f
c a r d s  t o  c o m p l e t e  n a y  g e t  t i r e d  o f  f r l l i n g  r n  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a L i o n  a g a r n  ? n l
a g a i n ,  o r  o f  w r i t i n g  d o w n  m u c h  d e t a i  I ,  s o  t h a L  t h e y  r e f i n e  j '  t o  t h e  b a r e s i
m j , n i m u m  o r  e v e n  t o  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l l  ( 3 )  w e ,  a t  t h e  B T o ,  h a v e  t o  r n t e r p r e t l
w h a t  i s  w r i L t e n  a r ) d  a s s r g n  s p e c i a l  c o d e s  f o r  h a b i t a t  w h i - h  a r a  n l :  o a t r  : 1 -
c o m p u t e r .  I -  i s  p o s s r b ) e  L h a t  w e  s o n e t i m e s  m r s j n L e r p r e t  w h a L  t d s  r r i L - P n ,
T h o  n r - . a c c  ,  c  : 1  < n  r r o r u  t  i  m o - . ^ n c , ! m i  n , a
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T h e  s o f u t j . o n  s e e m s  s i m p l e .  W e  n e e d  a  h a b i t a t  c o d i n g  s y s t e n  w h i c h  a l l o w s
s t a n d a r d j . s a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T i m e  w i I I  b e  s a v e d  b e c a u s e  r e c o r d e r s
w r l l  j u s t  c r o s s  n u m b e r s  o f f  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c a r d ,  t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  a
h a b i t a t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e :  1  , 2 , 4 , 3  w o u l d  r e f e r  t o  " W o o d l a n d "  +  " C o n i f e r o u s "  +
" M a t u r e  p l a n i a t i o n "  +  " S p a r s e  S h r u b s " .  T o  h e l p  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e s e  c o d e s  w e
a i I I  p r o v j . d e  a  p l a s t i c i s e d  c o d j - n g  c a r d ,  f o r  e a s y  r e f e r e n c e .  A E  t h e  B T O ,  l i f e
w i l l  b e  m u c h  e a s i e r  b e c a u s e  w e  w i l l  l e t  t h e  c o m p u t e r  " r e a d "  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
a u t o n a t i c a l l y .  W e  w i l l  t h e n  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o c e s s  a  l o t  n o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
p r o d u c e  m o r e  r e s u l t s  e a c h  y e a r .  G o o d  N e w s t

O f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  s p e c i e s  n a m e s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  f o r  t h o s e  h a b i t a t s  t h a t  d o  n o t  f i t
i n t o  t h e  s l a n d a r d i s e d  s v s t e m ,  w e  w i l l  s t i l l  D r o v i d e  a  s p a c e  f o r  e x t r a
d e s c r i p t i o n s .

( b )  N e s i  S i t e ,  S t a q e  a n d  A c t i v i t y  C o d e s :  A  s i m i l a r  t r a i n  o f  t h o u g h t  h a s  l e d
t h e  B T O  t o  d e s i g n  a  t i c k - b o x  s y s t e m  f o r  n e s t  s i t e r  w i t h  t h e  t w i n  b e n e f i t s  o f
e n F o . r  f n r  w n r .  : n d  d r r i . k  . ^ m n r r f p r  i r n r r f  f ^ r  i l e  F i n : l  l w  i t  q a e m q  s e n S i b l e  t o

i n t r o d u c e  s o m e  e a s i l y  r e m e m b e r e d  c o d e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  n e s t  o r
y o u n g  a n d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s .  F o r  e x a n p l e :  C O  f o r  c o l d  e g g s ,  w A  f o r
w a r m  e g g s ,  N A  f o r  n a k e d  y o u n g  ,  D O  f o r  d o w n y  y o u n g  e t c ,  T h e s e  c o d e s  w i l l
a l s o  b e  o n  t h e  h a n d y  p l a s t i c i s e d  c a r d ,

A PROTOTYPE NEW NEST RECORD CARD IS BEIn{G FIELD-TESTED THIS YEAR,  IN THE MEAN.
TIME THE GOOD OLD GREEN NEST RECORD CARD WILL CONTINUE TO BE OUF'--TAiUAEIE
WORKHORSE.

Food fo r  Thouqht

T h e  R e v i e w  G r o u p  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  f o r
c y a n o l e '  ( a )  W h a f  i s  F h o  p f f a . t . f  t h e  d - ^ n - . f f  i n  r a . 6 r . i i n a  e f f a r l  l a t e  i n

t h e  s e a s o n ?  T h i s  i s  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  P e t e r  c .  D a v i - s  o f  S u r r e y  t h i n k s  s h o u l d
h A  f : - L l o d  r r r d a h f l v  H a  h i <  a \ t i A a ^ . a  f r ^ m  h i e  < h a . i r ' l i < t  < f r d i o <  a f

p r e v r o u s l y  u n s u s p e c t e d  l e v e l s  o f  d o u b l e  a n d  L r i p l e  b r o o d i n g  i n  S t o n e c h a t ,
D a r t f o r d  w a r b l e r  a n d  w o o d l a r k .  ( b )  A r e  t h o s e  n e s t s  w h i c h  a r e  m o s t  e a s i l y
f o u n d ,  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p r e d a t i o n ?  ( c )  w h a t  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  n e s t
s u c c e s s  o f  L h e  n u m b e r  o f  v i s i t s  t o  n e s t s  b y  r e c o r d e r s ?  W o r k  b y  R a y m o n d
3 ' C c n i o :  s u g g e s L e d  ' , h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o n e .  ( d )  H o w  d o  t h e  r e s u l , ' - s  f r o n  N e s t
R e c o r d  C a r d s  c o m p a r e  w i t h  s t u d i e s  b y  s p e c i a l i s t  w o r k e r s ?  ( e )  w h a t  i " s  t h e
e f f e c t  o n  o u r  o v e r a l l  f i g u r e s  o f  b r e e d j , n g  s u c c e s s .  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  a m o u n t s  o f
r e c o r d i n g  a t  n e s t - b o x e s ?

T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  p o s e d  b y  t h e  r e v i e w  g r o u p  a n d  w i l l  b e  a  s o u r c e
o f  n a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  B u t  o n e  t h i n g  w a s  c e r t a i n :
C o n ' r ' i b u t i n ?  t o  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r . l  S . h e m e  i s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  a n d  q i I l  c o n t i n u e  r - c
p r o v i d e  u n i q u e  i n f o r n a t i . o n  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  a n  e v e r  w i d e n i n g  v a r i e t . y  o f  w a y s .
THANI(  YOU FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS.

ANALYSES CP I *EST RECORD CAR

O r n i t h o l o g i s t s  u s i n g  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s  h a v e  b e e n  a m a z i n g l y  p r o d u c t i v e  o v e r
- - h e  y e a r s .  S ) n c e  D a v i d  L a c k ' s  g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g  p a p e r  o n  R o b i n s  i n  1 9 4 6  ( i n
B L + t r s h  B i r d q ) ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  I  0 5  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  a n a l y s e s  o !
N e s t  R t r o r d  C a r d  d a t a .  R a y m o n d  O ' C o n n o r ,  o u r  p r e v i o u s  D i r e c t o r ,  w a s  t h e  m o s t
p r o l r l i c  a n a l y s c  w i : h  1 C  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  R o b e r t  M o r g a n  ( 9 ) ,  D a v i d
G l u e  a n d  D a v j - d  L a c k  (  I  e a c h  )  .  A m a t e u r  o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  (  I i t e r a l l y  t h o s e  w h o
s t u d y  b r r d s  f o r  t h e  s h e e r  l o v e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t )  h a v e  m a d e  v e r y  u s e f u l .
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i - n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s .  G i v e n  t h e  I a r g e  n u m b e r  . f
u n f u n d e d  s t u d i e s  u n d e r w a y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  ( s e e  N e s t  R e c o r d  N e w s  N o . 4 )  a m a t e u r s
w i . l I  f o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  i m p o r t a n t  a d . i i t i o n s  t o  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b r e e d i n g  b i r d s
f o r  m d n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  T h e  t o t a  l  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d i e s  i . n  p r o g r e s s  a t  t h e
m o m e n t  i s  4 9 .

N e w  p r o i  e c t s

T n  t 9 8 8 ,  a I l  t h e  n e w  a n a l y s e s  b a r  o n e  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  f o r  n o n - p a s s e r i n e s .
{ S r r 6 l r r  r n r 6 r d c t s i n ^  + ^ ^ l  I  M r L a  e h r r r h h  i c  t s , r r h 1 n ^  t ^  ( 6 c i r o l c
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hav ing  comple ted  a  very  ln te res t ing  ana lys is  o f  Lapwings  (wh ich  has  been
s u b m i t t e d  t o  a  J o u r n a l  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ) .  N o w  h e  i s  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p o s s i b l e
e f f e c t s  o f  m e r c u r i c  s e e d  d r e s s i n g s  o n  K e s t r e l s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  t y p e s  o f  n e s t  s i t e s .  o u r  o w n  c a r o L i n e  S t o c k l e y  h a s  b e g u n  a
genera l  s tudy  o f  the  Hobby cards .  John Cayford  o f  the  RSPB is  us ing  Nest
Record  Cards  in  h ls  s tudy  o f  b reed ing  success  by  Barn  Owls  in  Suf fo lk .  Two
doctora l  s tudents  f rom Glasgo\ . {  Un ivers i !y ,  Graham Aust in  and chr is  Thomas,
are  look lng  a t  the  Buzzard  and Raven da ta  se ts  respec t ive ly .  They  w i l l  look
at  these car r ion  feed ing  spec ies  to  inves t iga te  what  a re  the  e f fec ts  o f
c h a n g i n g  l a n d u s e  i n  t h e  u p l a n d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a f f o r e s t a t i o n
a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  s h e e p  f a r m i n g .

waterb j . rds  and ganeb l rds  are  be ing  inves t iga ted  in  some deta i l .  Graham
E I I i o t t  a n d  P h i l i p  B a y e l  o f  t h e  R S P B  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  B l a c k - n e c k e d  G r e b e
a n d  B i t t e r n  c a r d s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e y  n e e d  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  c a n  g e t
fo r  conserv ing  these spec j -es .  Tony  Fox  o f  the  w i ld fowl  Trus t  in tends  to
examine the  breed ing  eco logy  o f  Br i , t i sh  ducks  and has  begun w i th  TeaI  and
S h o v e l e r .  P a u I  J o h n s o n  f o u n d  a  s h e l d u c k  u s i n g  a  c y l i n d r i c a l  s t r a w  b a l e  a s  a
n e s t i n g  s i t e ,  a n d  w a s  s o  i n t r i g u e d  t h a L  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  n e s t  s i t e s
r e c o r d e d  b y  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  S c h e m e .  F i n a l l y ,  P e t e r  R o b e r t s o n  a t
T h e  G a m e  C o n s e r v a n c y  i s  c a r r y j . n g  o n  D a v i d  H i l l ' s  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  P h e a s a n t  a n d
i s  w i d e n i n g  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  i n c l u d e  G r e y  a n d  R e d - l e g g e d  P a r t r i d g e s .

What  about  vou?

A n a l y s i n g  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s  i s  i n t e r e s t i n q ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  r e w a r d i n g .  I f
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  b e t t e r  a n d  f a n c y  a n a l y s i n g
a  s e t  o f  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  H u n p h r e y  C r i c k
o r  D a v i d  G I u e .  w e  w i l l  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  g i v e  y o u  a d v i c e  a n d  h e l p  i n  p l a n n i n g ,
a n a l y s i s  a n d  w r i t i n g  u p  y o u r  s t u d y .

RECORDING OWLS:  NoT JUST A HoOT!

The BTo is  cur ren t ly  car ry ing  ou t  a  p ro jec t  on  the  popu la t ion  dynamj -cs  o f
Barn  and Tawny owl -s ,  in tegra t ing  da ta  on  the  b i rds '  b reed ing  per fo rmance f rom
N e s t  R e c o r d s  w i t h  t h o s e  o n  s u r v i v a L  a n d  d i s p e r s a l  f r o r n  t h e  R i n g i n g  s c h e m e .
T h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  t w o  m a i n  a i m s :  f i r s t l y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a l  a f f e c L
o w l  n u m b e r s  a n d  s e c o n d l y  t o  e s t a b l j - s h  a  b a s e l i n e  f o r  t h e l r  f u t u r e  m o n i t o r i n g .
I t  i n v o l v e s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  a l l  t h e  B T o ' s  h i s t o r i c  o w l  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  o v e r  t h e
l a s t  4 0  y e a r s  ( m a n y  t h a n k s  t o  a I I  c o n t r i b u t o r s  -  c a r r y  o n  t h e  g o o d  w o r k ) ,
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  n e w  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  t o  a l l o w  a  c l o s e r
exan ina t ion  o f  b reed j -ng  per fo rmance.  Fur ther  i -n fo rmat ion  on  th is  de ta j - led
n e s t  r e c o r d i n g  a n d  t h e  s t u d y  i n  g e n e r a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  S t e v e  P e r c i v a l  a t
t h e  B T o .  A n v o n e  w i s h i n q  t o  t a k e  p a r t ,  e v e n  w i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  o w l  n e s L s '  w o u l d
b e  m o s t  w e l c o m e  a n d  c o u l d  m a k e  a  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o i e c t .

SENDING IN YOUR CARDS

P L e a s e  s e n d  a l l

q r r e c L r y  L o  s L d L r ,  r r  y o u  a r e

o n e  o f  i h e  B T O ' s  c o n f e r e n c e s ,

C a r d s  c a n
C r o v e ,  o r  1 f  y o u  p l a n t o  a t t e n d

s o o n  a s o u r  f i e l d w o r k

prov
b e  h a n d e d

i f  you  want  them to  be  inc r n  n e x t y e a r  s
,  Ear ly  ba tches  o f  cards  and comments  th roughout

u s e f u l  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a r t i - c l e s prepared fo r  BTO News.
p a s s i n g  B e e c h  G r o v e ,  o r  i

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CARDS ARRIVE IN ONE PIECE BY BINDING THEM WITH RUBBER
BANDS OR STRING,  BEFORE PLACING THEM IN A POLYTHENE BAG AND PAPER WRAPPING
WITH A BOLDLY MARKED ADDRESS LABEL.  Many thanks .  I t  i s  a lways  t rag ic  when
c a r d s  g o  r n i s s i n g  i n  t h e  p o s t  d u e  t o  f l i m s y  p a c k a g i n g .  O r d i n a r y  e n v e l o p e s  a r e
n o t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  t a k e  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  c a r d s ;  p a d d e d  e n v e l o p e s  a r e  m u c h  m o r e
s u i . t a b l e .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  l e t  v o u r  h a r d - w o n  d a t a  b e  I o s t  L i k e  t h i s ,
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P f e a s e  m a k e  s u r e
b j - r d s  a r e  c l e a r l y

CUCKOO CARDS

D l  6 r e a  ^ ^ m 6 l  o i o  :

c a n  b e  f i l e d  u n d e r

t h a t  a l l  s u c c e s s j . v e  n e s t i n g  a t t e m p t s  b y  a  k n o w n  p a i r  o f
m a r k e d  a s  s u c h  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c a r d s  a r e  c l i p p e d  t o g e t h e r .

d u p l i c a t e  c a r d  f o r  e v e r y  C u c k o o  n e s t  f o u n d ,  s o  t h a t  c a r d s
C u c k o o  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t .

n r  u , , F ^ h r 6 , ,  ^  D  n - r - u  ( H e a d  o f  U n i t )
D a v i d  E ,  G l u e  ( R e s e a r c h  O f f i c e r )
D a v i d  N .  P e a r m a n  ( R e s e a r c h  A s s l s t a n t )
C a r o l i n e  S t o c k l e y  ( R e s e a r c h  A s s i s t a n t

H u m p h r e y  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  i n  A u g u s t ,  u n d e r  t h e  N C C  c o n t r a c t ,  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  u s e
o f  N e s t  R e c o r d  d a t a  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  f n t e g r a t e d  M a n i L o r i n g  P r o g r a m m e  o f  t h e
B T O ,  H e  b e g a n  b i r d  w a t c h i n g  a n d  r i n g j . n g  w i t h  D r  J e f f e r y  H a r r i s o n  a t  t h e
Sevenoaks  Reserve ,  and has  been lucky  enough to  under take  ecoLog ica l  research
o n  b e e - e a t e r s ,  C o a I  T i t s  a n d  t h e  s i d e - e f f e c t s  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  i n  S c o t l a n d  a n d
Z i m b a b w e .  S a r a  C r o s s  l e f t  t h e  U n i t  t o  t a k e  u p  a  p o s t  i n  E m p l c ! ' n e n t  T r a i n i n g
M a n a q e m e n t ,  W e  a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u L  t o  S a r a  f o r  a ] I  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e
S c h e m e  a n d  w i s h  h e r  w e I I  i n  h e r  n e w  j o b .  D a v i d  G l u e  w i i l  b e  c o n t i n u i n g  a
p r o g r a m m e  o f  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  b a s i c  b r e e d i n g  b i o l o g y  o f  s p e c i e s  o l
c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n t e r e s t  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  l l n k s  w i t h  o u r
c o n t r i b u t o r s .  C u r r e n t l y  h e  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  w o o d p e c k e r s ,  o w l s ,  W o o d l a r k  a n d
N i g h t j a r .  A  p a p e r  o n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c r a s s h o p p e r  W a r b l e r  c a r d s  w i l l  b e
a p p e a r j - n g  s o o n  i n  B r i t i s h  B i r d s .

D a v i d  P e a l n a n  a n d  C a r o l - i n e  S t o c k l e y  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  v a l u a b l e  w o r k  o f
e d n  i  n  i  s . F - r  n n  l - h a  d ^ v - f . - d a v  r , . n n  i  n d  . f  f h e  S C h e m e .  T h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o t
t h e s e  u n s u n g  h e r o s  a r e  h u g e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r o c e s s  a I I  t h e  c a r d s  t h a t  c o m e  i n ,
c o d e  t h e m  u p  f o r  c o m p u t e r i s a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h e l p i n g  t o  t r a i n  o u r  V D U
o p e r a t o r s .  T n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B T O  h a s  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  a  M a n p o w e r
S o r w i . e q  C ^ m - i c q i ^ n  : n F  1 : f f d r l t .  F F h l ^ . ' F d r *  T r ^ i n i r d  t e a m  + ^  C O m D U t - e r i s t s

t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d  C a r d s .  W o r k i n g  h a r d  f o r  u s  t h i s  y e a r  h a v e  b e e n  F r a n k  D u l i n g ,
A l a n  M i I l s ,  J o h n  P r e e c e  a n d  T e r r y  S e a w a r d ;  a n d  f o r  s h o r t e r  p e r j - o d s  A m j a d
M a h m o o d ,  R u s t y  R i z v i ,  R o y  M a s s e y ,  J a n e s  S i m e o n  a n d  S h a r o n  C a r d e n .  M o r e  c a r d s
t h a n  e v e r  w e r e  c o m p u t e r i s e d  t h i s  y e a r . .  2 9 , 7 0 1 .  T h e  T r u s t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k
t h e  t e a m  f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l - e n t  w o r k .

1 9 8 9

T h e  f r e s h  y e a r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  b a n g l  S u c h  a  m j  l d  w i n t e r  s e t  b i r d s  b r e e d i n u
e a r l i e r  t h a n  f o r  s e v e r a l  s e a s o n s  -  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  o u r
a n n i v e r s a r y  y e a r ,

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL ENJOY A REWARDING SEASON.
THE TRUST IS  ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR VERY KIND HELP.

G O O D  L U C K !

B r i t l s h  T r u s t  f o r  o r n i t h o l o g y
B e e c h  G r o v e ,  S t a t l o n  R o a d ,  T r i n g ,  H e r t s . ,  H P 2 3  5 N R
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