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1987 - A SEASON CF MD(M Ff,RN'NES

fdeither good nor bad, 1987 w-ill best be renernbered as a year of onsiderable
variation in tfe nesting succ€ss of birds natj.onwide. An Easter in early April,
graced by gloriously warm southerly wirris, recalled nenories of ttre 1960s for old
hards. It did r.ronlers to help erase menbries of the late cold springs of tle
Iast three years ard drew connents such as tfine season' (Devon), 'bumper year'
(Mid Wales), ard 'excrellent surner' (Western Isles). Tales of Swallow clutches
corpleted in April (hrcks), Barn O!rl- Iaying eight ard nine eggs (Wigtovm), Sand
Martin back to rear rprnal mnnbers (I,ancs), rrere splendid rews. Less so were
reports of tle irpact of r.aet veather spells in late May, during June ard in mid-
JuIy. These substantlally danpened the breeding perfornnnce of nrany species,
rangj-ng frcm Buzzard ard Red Grouse in the ffighlands, Blue Tit ard tbuse lvlartrn
in the l'lidlarrls, to early resting Reed Warbler ard late brooding Tree Slx.rrow in
the. so:th.
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RECDRDS BROKEN AGAIN

Despite the closing danper to the 1987 season, a record total of 31,853 cards had
reached Beech Grove Ly the close of Itlarch '1988 

covering 18'l species, This very
healthy figure is 5.8t up on the previo:s year ard pi.p@ the previous highest
ever year of 1985 by jnst 71 cards. The speciesr totals ranged fron the Scheme's
first Ruff card to 2,581 BIue Tit rest histories, a trererdous effort fron scne
511 irdividual observers ard 60 bird clubs ard ringing gnoups. TO TtlE TTIOTISAND
P[{JS NES| REOnDRS INVOLim, Tlm rnuSt UCngos A rmy raRG rr]Aux y(x;.
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TITMICE AND I^ADERS CATC}I I"ATE CHILL

The uarmth of April triggered neny hole nesting birds into early action. Nestbox
operators as far apa.rt as Hertfordshire, tlampshirer t{ottilgtnmshire and
Herefordshire reported their earliest layj.ng dates for many years for both Great
Tit ard Blue Tit - a corplete reversal of tlre cold ndserable late 1986 season.
Fledqed brools of nine or more young r.rere ccrraronly reported wtrere defoliating
caterpillar populations uere high. Instances of CoaI ard Great Tit rearing
second brcods r,ere widely recorded. Away frcm many eastern parts of Englandt
Wa1es and Scotlard, tlre subseguent wet drd cml spells of weather resulted in
numerous chilled broods ard losses.

It proved to be a si-milar season for nany waterbirds. In nuch of southern
Britain, c.ontribrtors to the RiD I-apwing Survey noted a large hatch in late April
ard early tr4ay, but relatively few yorng surviving tlrereafter. In ccntrast, along
the coast of I-ancashire ard tle uplards of Gmbria, neny Lag^ting, Orrlew and
Oystercatcher reared healthy broods, alongside Skylark, l"leadovJ Pipit ard Reed
Bunting.

STILTS STAR AS SHMKES Sft]MBLE

Top birds of tlp 1987 season l€re urquestionably tle superb pair of Black-winged
Stilts vthich vere ansrg a scattering of birds wtrictr wershot tleir rorrnal
Continental breeding qrourds ard stayed to nest. they settled at tte ncrfolk
Naturalistsr reserve at Ho1re in mid-lihy ard reared brro fron a clutch of three
eggs. This represents only the tllird successful breeding record by Black-winged
Stilt in recert tifies arrl follows tl€ tv,o broods reared at l{cttinqhan sevraqe
works in 1945.

For other scarce birds it was a nLixed seasdr. Feuer iltontagu's ltarrier bred than
during the previcxrs sunrner, trrt sigrs of a cqrtinuj.ng recovery are good, More
l"larsh idarrier young vere reared ttnn at any tine in recent years. Sea Eagle bred
successfully for the third year running. News about rare pa.sserines was less
enoruraging. Just four Marsh Warbler territories were apparently occupied in
Worcestershire. Frcrn six, then three pa.irs of Red-backed Shrikes dLrring earlier
years, just a single nest reared a brood in 1987.

WHITb-IMOAT AIiID @LDCREST ruNClNG BACI(

It was especially uarming to note Sahelian species such as lihitetlroat, Sard
Martin, Salge Warbler and Redstart high on t}e list of strmer visitors reported
in greater nunbers in 1987 qr rest recorder plots ard, apparently, anong
succ-essful breeders. Pied Flycatchers continued to occrrgg fresh waods ard
nestboxes. Early clutches of up to nine eggs \{ere reported in Wales ard northern
&rgland, brt again losses during the later rajrs 'rere not infrequent. Wheatear
ard Whinchat viere just tvo of several species wtrich returned to breed il forner
sites on tfe edge of their range. O:aiI in the so:th arrl Corncrake in the ncrth-
west ard lreland, here fircre nufiErous - or rncre vociferor:s in the fine spring
weather?

of our residents, Gol-dcrest ord Iorq-tailed Tit reared nany large broods v*rich
strould help to bolster poquJ-ations depleted by recent cold wlnters, TLte
changeable weather neant a protracted breeding season for thrushes like Blackbird
ard finclps UJce Gaffirrch, tho:gh a profitable otrE, as ringing at autr,rnn
Constant Effort Sites for:rd, with a large nunber of juveniles (see RIO Ne$6 |b.
155). After a good start for nnet hin:rdines ard scne varblers itwas an early
depa.rture south, There vere nrany exceptions hcrrever, with Srlallor feeding third
broods in September, Woodpigeon in Oqtober ard Collared Dove in ltcvernber - all
enphasizing tne fuportance of keeping a warT eye open for late resti.ng atternpts
to help ensure that crrr rest histories cover tle full season.
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1987 C,RD INIAKE - SAI'TPLE HIGIILIGHTS

ltp central strength of tle rest record schefie ccrnes each year fron those
birdwatclers utro fill in a hardful of detailed cards for rEsts fourd on tlreir
Iocal patch - a vocd, farm, garden, gravel pit, rirqing site, CBC plot, or
wtntever. Otlters are able to sperd nnre tirre extending tleir efforts into an
absorbing sb:dy, scrnetirnes concentrating on particular birds. Ttrose nest firders
wtto cotpleted ore hurdred or fipre cards are listed belcry. Ttre list serves
several functions. It gives scne idea of tie spread of rest firders, shcrws wlr,at
species are receiving specialist attention, ard just what can be achieved by an
lrdividual or group. Those birdwatchers operatirg through a local bird club,
ringing group, or natural history society have the advantages of being able to
exchange ideas, help with co-operative projects, and reduce tlre Ttust's tifie \.riti
administration.

G. Alexander ltlants) 159 cards including 37 Sr.ra1lor,r, 36 Blackbird;
{Shrops) 227 c:rds includirq 6 Tbal, 38 House Martin;
(Shrops) 244 cards inclding 65 Pied Flycatcher, 21
M.J. Austin (Suffolk) 159 cards includj-rg 20 Carada coose, 19 Lap^ring; P. Baker
(Cwt:ria) 323 cards includirq 47 Comorant, 73 SwaIIcw; J. ard C. Barrett
(Clevelard) 108 cards inch:dj.ng 21 Pied Flycatctrer, 10 Ooal Tit; L.c. Baxter
(Clwyd) 402 cards trrcIudirq'l 5 tvlcorhen, 12 Dipper, 237 Black-headed GulI; J.E.A.
Brook ard R.C. Coke (Warks) 552 cards including 28 Oystercatcher, 90 Blackbird,
7 Garden Warbler; Dr. P.J.K. E:rton (Herts) 132 cards inclding 101 Kestrel, 22
Tawny Ow1; R.F.E Butler (Worcs) 134 cards including 27 C-anada Goose, 14
Blackbird; J. CaIIion (Cl:mbria) 157 cards including 5 Grasshopper Warbler, 28

563 cards includirq 31 Pied Wagrtail, 132 Blackbird, 41 Blue Tit; Dr. S. Cox
(Essex) 222 ards including 102 Ringed Plover, 98 Lj-ttle Tbrn; A.V. Cross
(Dyfed) 149 cards including 35 Buzzard, 8 Barn Or^r1, 60 Raven; J.K. Cross ard
M.M. qSSIs (Ilants) 145 cards including 3 Shelduck, 32 BIue Tit; R.E. Danson
(Iancs) 287 cards including 38 Blue Tit, 123 Tree Sparrcto/; P.G. ard S.c. Davis
(Surrey) 113 cards inclding 6ltroodlark, 10 I'badow Pipit; C.N. Davison ard S.
Foster (Co. Antrim) 314 cards including 9 Rock Pipit, 18 Sedge Warbler, 23 willow
Warbler; M. Davison (Ncrthumbria Ringing Grolp) 615 cards including 23 Merlin,
31 Tawny OvrI, 101 Pied Flycatcher; S.J. Denny (Suffolk) 356 cards including 17
Canada Cffse, 200 Sarvlwich Tern, 71 Avocet; R.A. Denver (Surrey) 132 cards
including 5 Mandarin, 15 Greenfinch; T.J. Dix ard B. Neill (Vbstern Tsles) 199
cards i.ncluding 10 Red-throated Diver, 81 Ringed Plover, 48 Lapring; C. du Feu
(Notts) 102 cards including 11 Song Thrush, Z2 Creat fit; o.U. ffiiot ana O.
Squires (Pc'^'ys) 124 cards including l0 Redstart, 74 Pied Flycatcher; J.E. Flynn
(Gloucs) 122 cards includlng 17 Dipper, 51 BIue Tit; D. Ftancis (|lcrttnnts) 135
cards including 24 Coal TLL, 29 ffeat Tit; D. F\.rlton ard T. Crossnan (Shrops)
'174 

cards including 37 Wheatear, 35 Pied Flycatctrer; D.J. carner (Cambs) 149
cards including 6 Lcng-eared OttI, 20 Reed Warbler; K.J. Green (Lancs) 127 cards
including 42 Swallorw, 29 BIue Tit; M. Green, A. Ifright et al (CarTbs) 125 cards
including 3 Pintail, 15 Snipei J. Groves (Surrey) 100 cards including 2 Hobbry,
11 V{codpigeon; J.B. Hallidav (l'l idlothlan) 111 cards including 12 Snipe, 21
Curlew, 18 l,leadovr Pipit; H.R. Hamacott (Bristol Naturalists' Society) 305 cards
including 48 Blackbird, 37-Fin;-Ebler, 31 Chaffinch; P. nawkey Tfre National
Ttust (tlorthumbertard) 921 cards including 171 Eider, 209 Kittiwakei I., P. ard
D. Hildred (Lincs) 154 cards including 12 lloorhen, 19 House Sparrow; P. ard D.
liff-ti,ancsl 115 cards ircl:ding 17 creat Crested crebe, 11 carrion cro"r; o,
Hollo*av (Cunbria) 132 cards ircluding 3? Wtreatear, 15 Pied Flycatcher; D. Hohan
ard M. cocdman (1.{orthants) 106 cards including 26 Sparrowhawk, 2 Hobby; P.R.
Itrolress (|Icrfolk) 232 cards including 135 Swallovr, 10 Chaffinch; S.J.
Huddleston (Lincs) 144 cards lncluding 20 Black-headed GuIl, 37 Blackbird; B.R.
ltughes (Surrey) 129 cards inclrding 25 Pied wagtai.l, 18 Blackbirdi J. Kieser
(Hants) 338 cards irrcIuding 7 Turtle bve, 42 Swallcw, 30 Yellovhanmer;
T. Kuechel, P. Roe ard C. Harrison (tribst Yorks) 152 cards including 9 Grey
Heron, 28 Blackbird; q1E. lp1ris (G,rent) 192 cards including 10 Lj.ttle O./1, 10

n

Ttee Sparrovr; (G^/ent) 205 cards including 3
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Wcodcock, 3 Nightjar; I. Livinqstone (Strathclyde) 110 cards,
lauch ard I.D. Tcrtloson (Oxon) 412 cards including 42 Blackcap,

; P.A..Paqe ard A. Robinson (Devon) 113 cards
2 ffit) I5o cards incl

all Swallovr; RrJ-
46 Arif.fcttaf.f , 27

Yello.rhamner; R.N. l4qcklin (suffolk) 106 cards irrcludlng 15 Avocet, 30 Great
Tit; B.A. tihdderr (Drblin) 12'7 cards including 58 Swallow, 20 Jackdaw; C.F.
l4apletoft (Birklands Ringing Group) 454 cards including 87 Blackbird, 65 Great
Ti.t, 7 Treecreeper; P. l"laynard (Hants) 192 cards lncluding 3 Mardarin, 17
Nigrhtjar, 8 Redpolt; J. lrlcAlpine (t'brseyside) 158 cards ircluding 19 brnorant,
11 Horrina cr,l]. M r) Meadc*,rs (Essex) 324 cards irrcLuding 31 House l4artin, 195

L

Rook; Mj-d-Lincs Rinqinq Group 103 cards including 18 Swallovr' 23 BIue Tit; G.
ard D. l4oss (Gt/nedd) 1'l 2 cards includjlg 10 Barn o,.tl, 58 Pj.ed Flycatcher; C'

ray (Co. D:rham) 102 cards includrng 8 Blackbird' 10 Blue Tit; I$orth
(orkney) 263 cards including 54 oystercatcher' 35

Arctic Tbrn; 502 cards including 75 Red-throated Diver' 35

34 Blackbird, 24 Blue Tit; P.F.J. Playford (Grent) 118 cards includirg 82 Pied
Flvcafcher. 2? Blrrp Tif.; R.E. Proctor (Gloucs) 272 cards j.ncludilg 90 Pied
Flycatcher, 47 creat Tit; R. Proctor (Granpian negion) 100 cards includirg 12
Kittiw"ake, 23 Rook; w. Proctor (Warks) 454 cards including 82 House l',lartin' 52
Blackbird, 92 Rook; I. Rerdall (Grampian Ringing Group) 305 cards including 81
Skylark, 47 Blackbird, 39 Linnet; J. Richardson (Co. Durtnm) 546 cards including
54 song Thrush, 32 Ctuffinch, 28 Lapring; J.A,L. Rcberts (c\,tyd) 108 cards
including 7 Wood Warbler, 49 Pied Flycatcher; Rve Bay Rinqinq Grqlp (East

Sussex) 445 cards including 48 Grey Heron, 131 Reed Warbler; G. Shaw (Dumfries
and Galloray) 155 cards including 75 Shag, 18 Ki.ttiwake, I Barn tul; South West
Notts Rinqing Group 166 cards iratuding ig neeO warbler' 36 creat tit;-@-
Swarnr (Glenurguhart Bird Club, Highlardl 220 cards irrcludirg 11 B.:zzatd, 27 Tavrny

including 69 Pied Flycatcher, 32 Blue Tit; R. Peart ) I 50 cards including

AnI, 2 Fieldfare;
Collared Dove, 51

(North Yorks) 205 cards iraluding 17
) 128 cards including 14 l'l@rhen, 1

Ring-necked Parakeet; M. TUrner (Swrey) 101 cards including 10 House Martin' 30
Blackbird; Dr. S. TVler ard S. Ornerod (eorys) 250 cards including 

'107 trey
wagtail, 143 Dipper; Dr. L.L.J. vick (Midlothian) 152 cards irrcludinq 50 Dipper'
71 vlheatear; D. warden (Avon) 196 cards including 15 eeat Crested Grebe, 61
Reed Warbler; t'!rs P. Web (Derby) 348 cards including 95 Pied Flycatcher, 88
BIue Tit; A.D.D. Wilson (tbrts) 392 cards inchding 45 @rmcn Tbrn, 12 Cuckool
33 Sedge warbler; I. v{clferrlen (}4erseyside) 178 cards including 53 Skylark, 42
Linnet; M. Wriqht (Suffolk) 151 cards including 29 Oystercatcher' 17 Little
Tbrn.

W
Thj.s year, ve have been updating ard corputerising o:r list of observers. Ore
factor that cate to light was just hcw nnrry faithful observers particiyrate in tte
Schene. qie lmked at the nunber of obervers wtro had taken part in tlre Scherne for
15 years ard vere anazed tlat this fignrre was 47! In view of thls, I'le have
decided to mention and thank ttnse obsenrers in this nelvsletter vdro have sent i.n
cards ontinuously for tlre last 25 years. These are:

UDUVK

P.J.K.Burton
J.Buxton
J.M.Butterworth
A.E.Bi I Iet
E.D.Caneron
B.Canpbell
J.M.Cheverton
H.F.Cxurcfi
P.G.Davis
c.H.Gush
D. Macdorald
F.W.P.Radford
E.Ward
D,Warden

o(JNTY NC. OF YSRS

Herts 26
Wilts 32
Gtr. Manchester 32
Avon 26
Tayside 29
OdordsLire 33
IsIe of Wight 32
l{crthrunberland 30
Surrey 28
Devon 33
Highlard 34
Herts 31
lancs 32
Avon 34
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TOTALS FOR NEST RECORD SCHEIIE FR0M PRE 1 986 to 1 987

SPEC IES

Red- th roa ted  D i ve r  +
B lack - t h roa ted  D i ve r  +
L i t t l e  G rebe  *

Grea t  C res ted  Grebe  *

Slavonian Grebe +
Black-necked Grebe +
tr'ulnar
Manx Shearwater
S to rn  Pe t re l
L e a c h ' s  P e t r e l  +
Gannet
Cornorant  *

Shag +

B i t t e rn  +

L i t t l e  B i t t e rn  +
Grey Heron *

Mute Sran *

Grey lag  Goose  +
Canada  Goose
Egypt ian Goose
She lduck
Manda r i n
Wigeon
Gadwa I I
Tea l
Ma l l a rd  *

P in ta i l  +
Garganey +
Shove le r
Pochard
Tu f t ed  Duck
Scaup  +
Ei-  der
Comon  Sco te r  +
Go ldeneye  +
Red -b reas  t ed  Merganse r
Goosande r
Ruddy Duck
l I n r o u  I ' r z z o w l  +

Red  K i t e  +
Marsh Harr ier  +
Hen Harr ier  +
Mon tagu ' s  Ha r r i e r  +
Goshalrk +
Sparrowhawk *

Buzzard *

Go1den Eagle +
Osprey +
Kes t re l  t

Me r l i n  +
Hobby +
Peregr ine +
Red  Grouse
?tarnigan
Black Grouse

Pre-86

1 , 1 7 7
135

1  , 2 9 1
1 , 6 7 6

1 2 4

1  , 7 3 1
) l

I J

2
1 8

A 5 q

2 , 1  0 4
1 7
1

1 , 8 8 9

2 1 9
426

2
1 7 9
1 0 5
9 1

1 5 1
, ,300

7
7

86
'1 01
6 1 1

1  , 1 0 5

1 l
195
1 2 0

1 J
8

1 3
5

448
4 5
53

2 , 1 9 1
2PA

2 L
? , A O

74t
) A 7

821
4 1 0

81
7 )

1 986

1 1 1
?

48
1 1 2

5

, O R

1 i

1 0.R7

, , *
1 4 1

1  , 400
1  , 9 0 1

1 t5
1 2

2 , 2 0 1
5 1
1o
2

22
1  , 0 1  B
2 , r 4 9

1'l
1

2 , J o o
2 , 4 O 4

406
1 , 1 9 2

2
2Q1
r ) o
1 1 0

1 6 0
5 , 7 6 a

1 1
1

91
1 A l
110

1
1  6 6 R

t c
1 8

208
1 4 0

B
1 5
7

571
4 6
9t

2 , 7 2 4
2 , 7 6 0

114
z a

7  7 6 2

956
t l t

1  , 0 5 0
484
81
3 2

1 8 8
120
75

1 5 t

1 0
1 '
9
1
1

4

6>
1 85_

221
l ) 7

1 1 2
1 1 6

1 2

1 0
2
6

241_

4
6

6 1
1

227

;
9
4
4

6
5 9

1 1 3
6

1 6 8

:

4
94

260

;
2

1 A

1
2 1

2 2 1
t o )
?a

1
245
1 2 7
1 8

l t o

41
,

;

f o

2t;
1
4
4

1 6
'l

,1

a ) l

i
2 1 2
206
1 3

1
224

96
12

107
1 1
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SPEC I ES

Cape rca i  11  i e
R e l , - l e o o a A  P a r t r i  d a c  *

C r p v  P q r l n i d o e  *

Q u a i l  +

P h e a s a n t  *

Lady  A rnhe rs t ' s  Pheasan t
l { a te r  Ra i l
Corncrake +
Moorhen  *

C o o t  *

Oys te rea t che r  t

Avoce t  +
S tone -cu r l ew  +
L i . t t l e  R inged  P love r  +
R inged  P love r  *
Ken t i sh  P love r  +
D o t t e r e l  +
Go lden  P love r
Lapwing *

T e m i n c k ' s  S t i n t  +
P r r  r n l  a  ( o n d  n i  n o r  +

Duni  in
R u f f  +

' r loodcock

B l a c k - t a i l e d  G o d w i t  +

Whinbre l  +

C u r l e w  *

Redshank *

Greenshank +
l r l n n d  ( q n d n i  n o r  +

l l n n n n n  ( o n d n i n o r  *

Red-necked Phalarope +
Arc t i c  Skua
Grea t  Skua
L i t t l e  G u l I  +
B lack -headed  Gu l l  *

iv ledi terranean Cul l  +
Cornnon Gul l  *

Lesse r  B lack -backed  Gu I l
He r r i ng  Gu l l
G rea t  B lack -backed  Gu l l
Ki  t  t iwake
Sandwich Tern
Rosea te  Te rn  +
Conmon Tern *

A rc t i c  Te rn  *

L i t t l e  T e r n  +
Gui I  leno t
Razo rb iL l
Black Gui l lernot
Puff in
Rock  Dove
tr 'eral  Pigeon
S tock  Dove  *

Woodpigeon *

Co l l a red  Dove  *

Turt le Dove *

Ring-necked Parakeet
Cuckoo  *

r re -do

50
i 6 F

594
9

1 ,594
1

60
2 q

1 5  ,019
7 ,808
7 , 1 9 1

1
J69
9't6

4 ,481
I J

1 1 4
574

11,951
1
1

t 2 i

1 , 1 1 ;
471

6
L2

1 '7'7 2

1 ,629
1 2 4

2
9 1 0

1 9 0
262

1 , 0 6 9
2

1  , 6 5 4
690

7r1
1 ,495

118
1 1 1

2,1O5
'l 

,082
2 , 4 1 1

6 F i

319
355
147
1 1 5
779

z  q q 1

1 5 , 4 t 9
1  , 7 5 5
1 ,59J

1

1 ,409

1 986 1 9e7

'1 1
t o

5 ;

1 ' 1
3

4 1 5

9 1'1 00
79

101
2Rq

z z o

1 4
182

1 , 1 1 2
t 1 3
110
5 6

159

TOTA],

o l

te1
729

1 0
1 , 6 8 0

1
52
t o

15 ,948
R qRA

a,2O5
95

170
1 ,064
5 , 4 1 2

1 9
125
545

1  5 , 0 1  1
'1

1
499

,l

1 , 1 9 6
501

5
47

1  ' 9 5 8
1  , 7 2 1

, z A

2
1 ,004

n2

286
1

2
1 ,A42

794

867
2 , O 2 5

5 1 0
110

2 , 7 6 0

1 , o 9 2
417
A 7 7

759
165
1 7 2
e76

1,e87
1  5 , 6 4 0
2 , O 9 1
1  , 6 5 1

2
1  ' 5 o t

3;

1
1

410

410
q2

1
5 1

550_

4
19

b b )

:
4 5

1

60
1 7

5
98
q 2

9

1

t i )

1

;

4i9
415
184_

17
tt?

7
1t

tn!

1 1

2;
1 1 _

88

4 1
I

44

1 ;
1 t

1 4 4

97

89
1 t

245
1 4 6

5
273

t48
1 0 4
16

245
t o

q 2

155
588
1 6 0

2 7

, o
45

1 8 0
5 1 3
1 ? 8
t 1

1
q 2



SPEC IES

Barn Cwl +
Snory Oul- +
L i t t l e  O w t  *

Tarny OwI +

Long-eared 0wI
Short-eared 0w1
Night  j  ar
Sw i f t  *

Kingf isher +
Hoopoe  +
Wryneck +
Green  Woodpecke r
Great  Spotted l loodpecker
T,esser Spotted Woodpecker
l , Ioodlark t
Skylark r
Sand l {ar t in
SwaIIow *

House Mart in *

T ree  P ip i t
Meadow Pipi t  *

Rock  P ip i t
Yel low ! Iagtai I
Grey Wagtai l
Pied l , Iagtai l
D ippe r
Wren *

Dunnock r

Rob in  *

N lgh t i nga le
Bluethroat  +
B lack  Reds ta r t  +
Reds ta r t  *

llhinchat r

S tonecha t  *

t {heetear *

R ing  0uze1  *

Blackbi , rd *

F i e l d fa re  +
Song Thrush *

Redwing +
Mist Ie Thrush r

C e t t i ' s  W a r b l e r  +
Grasshopper l larb ler
Sav i ' s  l { a rb l e r  +
Sedge l larbler  *

Marsh Warbler  +
Reed  Warb le r  *

Dart ford Warbler  +
Lesser l , l } r i tethroat
Uh i t e th roa t  *

Garden Harbler  *

B)-ackcap *

Uood Warbler
Chi . f fchaf f  *

Wi l low I ' larb ler  *

Go ldc res t  *

F i r ec res t  +

Spotted Flycateher +

Pre-86 1 986

1 0 8

5 9
1 6 2
1.1
20
1 5
1 7,?

1 1
q 2

9
46

291,

1  7 a q

210
o l

1 9
22

199
257

550
z o l
q < n

457'1 0

4
181
4 '
40

217
2a

2
1  l n q

1
142

14;
7

189
5 '
t o

1 3 7
67
95
9t

195

2
151

1  , t 9 5

1 987

119

TOTAL

1  ' 1 9 5
1

1 , 1 2 4
" 

oori

432
201
6 2 9
a l z
186

1
1 2

z ) l

655
120
199

5 , 6 2 9
1 7 1

2 9 , 8 1 ' t
1 , 4 8 5
1 , 1 6 6
7  , A O 5

469
193

t , 4 0 1

) , ) a  I

1  0 , 5 8 9
2 5 , 6 1  1
1 5 , o 3 2

349
1

1 2 1
2 , 4 8 1
1  , 3 z z
1  , 1 6 3
2 , 4 8 8
1  , 1 0 1

1 05  ,849
5

c 7  A A  A

88

'1 8
) '77

2
1 , 1 6 4

1 0 6
8 , 2 5 2

111
645

4 , 6 1 5
|  , 1 1 )
)  ) 7 1

1  q ) )

1  q A 7

9, ' t19
6 1 0

9
? o1n

15,368

948
1

1 , 0 1  0
3  r r ? o

391
167
527
t 6 t
? q n

1
'l 1

2 1 1
560
1 0 5
a ? 6

5 ,o91
657

2  A O a

1 ,062

411
? q A

2 , 9 4 1
, , 6 9 9
4 , 4 6 9

1 0 , 0 1  1
24,587
1  4 , 2 0 7

77)
1

1 1 5
2 , 1 0 9
1  , 2 3 4
1 ,685
) o7?'
1 ,O14

1 0 1 , 5 1 0
1

6 1 , 6 1 2

5 , 4 2 O
1 7

246
2

5 , o 1 7
99

7 , 4 5 2
) 't)

6 1 1
4,189
1 ,094
1  , 9 9 6
1  , 2 8 1
1 ' 4 t e
9 , 0 1  1

)Yo
8

7  , 251
1  2 , 4 6 5

1
7

*)
6

2A
? 7 9

A7

I , 4 4 0

1 5 6
43

144
1 9
1 1

) 6 a

518
1 1 6
494
168

7

2
1 8 9

2 1 8
40

2  7 4 1

2
927

1 7 4
1

1 5

1 8 1

4oi
6

t o
R A

64
119
1 4 6
91

311
o

1

1 ,507

5 5
1 1  4

1 8

81
28
1 7



SPECIES

Bea rded  T i t  +
T , n n o - f a i  l o d  T i f  *

Marsh  T i t
W i - l 1o i r  T i t
C r e s t e d  T i t  +
C o a l  T i t  *

B lue  T i t  *

C r e a t  T i t  *

Nu tha t ch  *

T reec reepe r  *
S h n r f - 1 ' n o d  T n e a a r o o n o r  +

Go lden  0 r i o l - e  +
Red-backed Shr ike +
Jay *

Chough +
Jackdar *

Rook  *

Ca r r i on  C row  *

i {ooded Crow
Raven *

S ta r l i ng  *

House  Spa r row  *

T ree  Spa r row  *

Cha f f i nch  *

Se r i n  +
Green f i nch  *

Co ld f i nch  t

S i  sk in
L inne t  *

Tw i  t e
Redpo l l  *

Comrnon  C rossb i l l  +
Pa r ro t  C rossb i . l l  +
Sca r l e t  Rose f i nch  +
Bu l l f i n ch  *

Hawf inch
Snow Bunt i .ng +
Yel lowharuner *

C i r l  Bun t i ng  +
Reed Bunt ing *
a ^ - -  p , . - + i - -  *
v w a  r r  u u r r  u r r r 6

TOTALS

. " re -do

-
1,O85

854
7 2 2

1 t ,
1 , 1 o 8

1 6 , 2 4 9
? 1 , 4 7 8

1  , 2 1 1
1 ,524

I
1

251
1 , 0 7 0
4 ,  008

v2a
1 , 4 o 5
2 , 9 7 O
t , 7 9 1

591
1  , 6 2 4
o  7 ? R

9 , 4 2 6
1 1 , 9 1 6
1 5 , 1 4 8

,1

1  0 ,898
2  7 ) 7

40
21 ,28O

740
' 1  

, 1 4 0
@

4
1

4 , 4 1 5
1 0 8

1 0
5 , 2 0 5

5 5
6 , 1  4 a

429

r re -bo.-
0 0 6 ,  y r b

- 8 -

t 985

1
74
24

6
1 0

1 0 9
2 ,28O
1  4 0 q

1 1 6
35

1'
241

1 9
1 5 8
490
2 1 7
1 1 4
1 4 2

36e
1 8 9
a o o

o ) a

T ;
31
,

144
1 4,?_

A Q

1

1 3 2
2

1 1 5
5

1 986
? n  n n ?

TOTA],

51
1 , 2 6 2

9 1 0
7 1 7

1 5 '
3  C 6 q

4 1  , 1  1 0
26,144
1 , 4 1 5
1  , 6 4 4

1

6
251

1 , t 1 e
4,49 '

175

1,440
4 , 2 3 '

755
1  , 9 5 1

1O,459
9,428

1  2  , 4 5 6
1 A  7 A A

2
1  1  , 4 6 4
2 , 4 0 1

4 9
2 2 , 0 1 7

768
1 , 1 9 4

93
4
1

4 , 6 5 7
1 1 4
1 0

5 '501
57

6 , 4 1 5
447

GRAND TOTAI,- 1-17:tr7-

1 987

101
7 2
t )

20
1 4 8

1  , 4 7 1
87
R 5

;

35
205
2 l

1 7 9
,80

48
1  1 " 1
) o )
2 1 3

c1R

1
214
47
4

4 1 1
1 4
zo

1 0 6
1

1 6 4

1 5 ;

+  B i rd  spec ies  p ro tec ted  unde r  t he  1981  W i Id I i f e  and  Coun t r ys i de  Ac t
*  TARGET SPECIES -  deserving speciafrTfJ i tTon.

These  spec ies  f a l I  i n t o  two  ca tego r i es :
1 )  a  r ange  o f  i nd i ca to r ' spec ies  wh i ch  t he  BTO i s  ab le  t o  use  t o
assess var iat ions in breeding performance between years,  regions and
hab i  t a t s .
2 )  spec ies  f o r  whon  t he  samp le  o f  nes t  h i s t o r i es  i s  nea r i ng  t he  po in t
whe re  su f f i c i en t l y  l a rge  numbers  a re  housed  a t  Beech  Grove  t o  me r i t  a
rnore detai led analysis and publ icat ion of  a paper on the breeding
b io l ogy  o f  t he  b i r d .

AI I  cards are t reesr i red for  the range  o f  "Ta rge t "  spec ies .
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A{ALYSES OF NEST RECDRS IN PROGRESS

It i.s pleasing to be able to report ttnt the healthy irrcrease 1n tle intake of
cards over recent years is being natched by a wider r.rse of the TYust's historical
bank of unigue naterial. AIso, hor a good blend of both 'anateur' ard
'professionlr ornithologists are nnking welcore use of tle cards, TLre use of
such labels is dangerors tlro:gh, Lhe dedicated lrcrk of nnny analysts - Iike nrcst
nest-recorders enjoying an extension to tteir hobby - is often arnazing arrl rmrch
applauded.

Strdies in tlp prwinces

In Scotlard, for ercample, David Jardine (West Iothian) is conparing the nest site
selection, laying periods ard resting perfornnnce of rhis' birds with those in
the Pennines. For PauI Heppleston (Orkney) anl Ian Bainbridge (Edinbrrgh) the
general breeding ecologry of the Grrlew is their prine interest. To the sorUr, in
Cunbria, John Callion has a discrete Yellorr Wagtail population and is conpa.ring
the range of nest sites ocurpied with those elseofrere in Britain.

In Wales, Pete Jeffiings (Forys) has gore sofie ,rlay tomrds r:rravelling the ccrnplex
breeding behaviour of the Pied Flycatclrer. In G4medd, l.!rs GiIl Ibss is
o<amining ttp natioral collection of Little Grebe cards, wtrile lr4artj-n Garnett is
interested in tle relative breedinq Erfonnance of Whinchats in different lard
types.

Frcrn Mardarins to Plcnzers

Ardy Davies tns a unique population of Mandarins in Surrey/Berks and tns
analysed, and greatly augrnented, the national batch of cards. Itlembers will have
read his article '1ltre Mardarin Duck - ottstripping tle ancestors?' BTO News No.
135:12 ard await further pulclications with ilterest. Paul Johnson (Soutjr Yorks)
has local Tawny Owl studies urderway both in Yorkshire ard Bedford ard is
conparirq resting success cu:ntrywide by year, habitat arrl in nest-boxes corparaj
with. rbtural sites.

Nest records are also currently being used to augrrent national distribution
surveys. Follovring on frcrn tle BIO Iapring Survey, Mike Shn:bb (Folys) is
examining the jlllpact of changes in farrning practice in recent decades on habitat
usage ard nesting suc€€ss of this declining bird. Nest site infornation was also
extracted fron cards to include in tle recent plover survey report 'Ringed

Plovers Proliferater by Tony Prater 'as tRPs Spread Northr by Eileen Parrirder in
RiD llesrs No. 153: 5-7. Similarly, Barry Hugtres of The Wildfowl TYust, consulted
6S10 collection for his app'raisal of tle distribution arrl nesting habits of
the Ruddy Duck in Britain.

Tte professional interest

The universi.ties cqrtinue to be involved. l'lartin t{s}sery (EGf l Oxford) added past
nest record card details to his persornl field study data on tle rernrnnt
Worcestershire population of Marsh warblers ad BID rrernbers w-j-Il bave read 'l,larsh

Warblers on tlE brink' RIo Nsrs llc. 151:6-7. Whilst our Marsh warblers are
layirry similar size clutctres to nearby pa.irs in Belgium, ard only slightly
gnaller clutcles than ttpse in E Elrrope, orr birds are rearing alnost ore young
ferer. AIso based at tJ.e EGI, Heeb Philippers interest lies with Jaclcdaws and
annual variations jn their brood sizes ard restirg success.

Across at Canbridge, MiJ<e de L. hoke and Nick Dvies examined the Orckoo cards
for irdications of changes in host use. ltreir fascinating findings prblished in
the Journal of Aninal qcolgga 56: 873-883 strcned hcn the rate at rvhich Reed
waru@tized has nore than dotibred over the last forty
years, ard reproductive success ttere imprrcxzed, freeing other hosts i-rrcluding
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l,leadcry Pipit, Robin, Pied llagtail ard others fron victimization. At I€icester
Uni.versi.ty changes in the resting habits of Reed Bunting ard Corn B.Inting
respectively are the subjects of Sean O'MalIey and Dr. T.Burkers analysis of tle
TYust's car,Cs.

The BIO was pleased to play het for tr,lo. nrrnths in the swner to visiting
ornithologist Tbd Stawarczyk fron Wtoqtaw Universi-ty, Polard. 'Tadpole' - as he
soon becarrE affectionately )<rorn - calculated lhe rarqe of nesting sites, laying
periods, and nesting perfornance of lilarsh Tit and Nuthatctr frqn tle Britj.sh cards
to ccnpare with tle fortunes of his orn study pop:lati.ons of these species in the
Bialovrieza Forest.

The conservation tag

The potential value to @nservationists ncrw of tle historical series of cards
covering virtually fifty years is just heing fully realized. Several aralyses
during 1987 reflected this fact. Rhys Green (RSPB Suffolk) calculated the
tirning of laying ard relative perforrnance of Store G:rlervs in different habitats
to supplenent field studies of tle dr.rindling Wilts/t{ants pcpulation alongside t}e
healthier trecklard birds. Greg lti:dge (RSPB Hiqhlards Office) locked at tlte
Black-throated Diver nest histories for clues behird tle dernise of the Scottish
population. A report on Cirl Bxtting breeding biologry based on the BlO cards
helped i"1ark Robins (RSPB &eter) frane a conser\ration regj:re for tle Devon
slronghold.

Stephanie TYIer (RSPB l']ales) has exterded her interest in Dj.pper cards fron tle
River lSe (see Bird Strdv 33: 164-159) to an arnlysis of rest histories
nationwide. For this upland bird ard anotler, tle Ring Ousel, her interest in
annual breeding perfonnance by area ard land type will have acidification of
waterways in mird. Wtrilst with tlre cane Consenanqf (Fordingbridge), David HiII
assessexl the nesting success ard habits of both Jay ard Pheasant, conpa.ring
perforrance in keeperai against ncr-keepered areas.

Studies at headguaters

lnternally at Beech.Grove, staff are exanining the carris for a rariety of birds.
David Glue has corpleted aralyses of the !'ioodpecker ard Grasshopper Warbler cards
while suirnaries for l{ocdlark ard Nightjar are urderway. Sara eoss is processirq
the Goldcrest collection. A kird grant fron four agrochanical conpanies is
allcving Steve Percival to analyse tlE Barn Or"r1 nnterial, alongside tlnt for tle
Tawny ard Litt1e Ow1s.

Patrick Thorpson is plotti.ng Redshank laying seasons by habitat, region and
altitude. Meanwhile, assistant Estr,nries Officer Jeff Kirby, is loking for
changres in Little Ringed Plcxrer breeding habits and perforrnance tJ.rorgh tle
colonization process, ard the potentj.al effects of ccnrpetition with Ringed
Plover.

If vou have an analytical nri.rd ard vurld lijce to consider havinq the chance to
examine rest record naterial, do please write to David GIue for details.

MANY ]IIILESTOT{ES PA.SSED

Again, several mirestones wer:e reacihed during 1987. llr c.R.r,infoot ccnpleted tle
Scherne's 500th Hen llarrier card, a pair breeding on a leather slope on Islay, in
tlte Western Tsles. Both Peregrine Fblcon ard @nncn Sardpiper reactred tlE 11000
nark, w'ith cards sent in, respectively, by Wendy trhttingley fron Tayside and
D.W.Yalden of Derbyshj-re. D. titaodonaldl corpleted the 5,000th Ringed plover rest
history with a nest fourrl in a sardpit in the nighlard region of Scotland. Three
species passed 151000 cards, the relevant cards being orpleted for Iaptring bry
P.Baker, G:rnlrria; for Pied Flycatctrer by IUrs P. Webb, po,vys; ard for Robin by J.
Linton-Srlith, Perthshire. Great Tit exceeded t]te 251000 nark with a card sent in
h,y C.l'lurray frcrn Co. D:rham; ard Blue Tit soared past ttp 451000 milestone with a
breeding pa.ir in a nest bco< on the wall of K.J.Green's hcne in Lancashire.
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SB'IDII€ IN YO{iR 1988 OI\IIIRIBUTION

The 4nlity of cards sent in for the 1987 season was comrpndable; observers are
certainly takirxl ncre tjrp to consider habitat details arrl to include relevant
infornation at the rest. We wculd liJce to upgnade the qr-:ality of cards even nbre
in 1988 in a nunber of ways:

The histcgrarn inset represents nest finding effort
put ln by observers durj-rg the 1987 season.

ffi = nost days, V7l = feur days, l--l = no days.
The guestion of just hcrrr representative nest record
cards are of nestirq atte{rpts over Ure entire
breeding season has been discrrssed regularly over
the last few years. It is l<ncrm Urat certain rmrlti-
brooded species nay tave nestlings well into
Septernber, such as grebes, Lhrusires, finches ard
buntings. We also krEvr tl'Iat species suci'r as
sparro{ts aryl doves can rear young in every nonth of
the year. Iooking at the histogra.m, h,:vrever, it is
clear tllat after June there is a nrarked decl-ine in
activity so tiat by Septanber only a handful of
observers are looking for these late nests. The
scarci.ty of data for late breding attenpts is ncn
seen to pose a problem for analysts wtro find
tlernselves working with possibly biased data. Tn
view of this, rte wculd like to urge nest recorders
to begin to test the occurence of late broods j-rr
1988, to see vrhat picture arerges. A couple of
extra nrrnths tagged on to your usual nesting reason
should yield a wealth of extra infcrmation.' 1 ; i l . . t i

2. lfulti Visit Cards
Ttlis seasdl we wj.II particularly relccne cards wfrere two or rnore visits irave
kleen nnde to tle nest. An arnlysis of cwrent holdings reve.als tbat abolt 20t
of cards sent in are of single visits only, ririch, although still welccxne have
been for.rd to be Iess helpful by arnlysts than multi visit cards. When
investigating the breeding biology of a species, rm:tti visit cards enable us
to pinprcint factors such as first egg-laying dates, incubation ard fledging
periods to a far grreater @re of accuraqr ttran do a handful of cards
containing only a single visit. We do appreciate that ycl rnay discover a
nest in a place tlnt you are unlikely to revisit. By aII me:ns record it as
befoTe, but, WE I,I]ILD Eq VExtY GRi\TtrUL Ill AN qfIRA trTf'RT O(ILD BE MADE To

RE'I\IRT.I TO NESTS

3. Reqional Distribution of Cards. lhe figure belo.* illustrates the proportional
distribution by region of nests fourd in the
British Isles in 1987. Ib gain an unbiased picture
of the breeding season in any one year, ideally
each area shorld be equally represental. It can be
seen, hcrever, that there is a trsrendous variation
between regions. We r.rould particularly like to
en@urage e><tra activity in urder represented areas
such as freland ard sorthern and eastern Scotland,
so if ya: lllwvt of anyone in those areas wtro would
Iike to take part in the Scherne, put thern in to:ch
with us. Also, if you intend holidaying in these
areas, a few nest recard cards in t}Ie luggage vnuld
not go amiss! Incidentally, on a county basis, the
best represented ores were: 1. Orkney,
2. llorthumberlard, 3. Suffolk, 4. Surrey, 5.Cr:nrlrria
Surprised? We v,ere! WelI dore to those concerned.

1. Seasonal Co/eraqe
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4. Sendinq sr Cards
Pl-ease serd all corpleted carris in ore batch as s@n as your fieldrrrork
finishes - by tle end of January if at all pcsible ad by 1st March at tlre
very latest (cards reeived after this date are unlikely to be j-rrcluded in tlre
year's totals). Early batclres of cards arri coruents throtghorlt the season
could make useful cqrtrib:tions to articles prepa.red for tle lYust's brlletin
BTO ldews. Al-ternatively, if ycu plan to atterd any of the BID's csrferences at
Swanwick in oerfushire, or if ]rou are passing Beech Grove, batctres of cards
can be handed directly to staff. Please try to ensure ttnt yorr cards arrive
in ore piece by birdirq thern with n:bber bards or string before placing thern
in a polythene bag ard pa.per wrappirg with a boldly narked address label.

5. The Ner Surnary Sheet
ALI batches of conpleted cards sho:Id be accorpanied by a sunrnary steet. ltris
year, tte swn'ary sheet has been redesigrned to incorporate colony rEsts as
well- as individual rests and all cbservers are requested to use the new style
sumary form enclosed with t.l.is nsrsletter frcrn notr on.

6. Successj.ve ldesting Att€|I!]ts
Make sure tltat aII successive nestirrg asttenpts by a krurrn pair of birils are
clearly nnrked as such ani that tle cards are clipped togetler.

7. Drplicate Cuckoo Cands
Please ccrnplete a duplicate card for every Old<@ nest fcrrd so that canils can
be fifed urder O:ckoo as veIl as the srecies of the foster Darent.

NEST REC)RE STAFF.

Happily 1987 saw fi.rrther grcr^rth in the nuriber of staff involved with nrnnirg tle
schene - the largest of its type in the r.'rcr1d. Tfe team involved w:ith pressing
the sctrcre in 1987 cunprised:

hvid Glue (Nest Records Research)
Sara J. fross (Nest Recolds officer)
hvid Pearrnan (Nest Reconls Assistant)
Caroline Stockley (Research Assistant)

In addition, a manpo,€r services cqrmission team currently corprising Sardy
Dlrant, AJ-an [ills, John Preece ard Terry Seaward have been vDrklng hard
ccrnprterizing lour hard won fieldwork. Tfre team have also started to process
cards coverirg a selection of 21 species as part of the relvly fornred integrated
nnnitoring p!:ogrrarme which is to ched< trends in breeding perfornance on a
regnrlar basis. Dring 1987 tle I'!SC team ccded, inp:t ard ctpcJced the conputer
files for a selecti-on of over 251000 rest histories ccn/ering 31 species ard
kirdly totted up tle species totals used in this newsletter.

ENJOY A RETTARDI\G SEASON. TTIE TRUST IS nORI\rylSLY GRATtrtlL FOR YCIJR \|ERY ICND
Htr,P. M PLEADE PITNE OF DROP A LTNE F AT AI.TY POIM REORDI}G MATERTALS RIJN
SHORT. GOOD IIJCK.

BR,ITISH TRUS"I F.oR, ORNIIHOLOGY, BEEGI RO\E, TR]NG, HM,TS, HP23 5t{R.
Tel: Tring (0442821 3461


