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1 9 8 5 - A R E C O R D S E A S O N

1985  was  one  o f  t he  we t t es t  sunmers  f o r  some  th i r t y  yea rs  i n
pa r t s  bu t  t he  wea the r  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  dampen  t he  sp i r i t s  o f  nes t  r eco rde rs
B y  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  3 I , 7 8 2  c a r d s  h a d  r e a c h e d  B e e c h  c r o v e ,  4 3 t  u p  o n  t h e
p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o t a l  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  s i n c e  t h e  s c h e m e
s t a r t e d  b a c k  i n  f 9 3 9  ( s e e  f i g u r e ) .  G r a t e f u l  t h a n k s  t o  g o  t o  a l l  5 2 3
obse rve rs  and  members  o f  t he  56  b i r d  c l ubs  who  con t r i bu ted  f r om j us t
o n e  t o  L , 1 3 7  c a r d s .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e  g o o d  w o r k  w i I I  b e  n a i n t a i n e d  i n  1 9 8 6 .
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A  g l a n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p e c i e s  t o t a l s  s h o w s  a  g e n e r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n
t h e  i n t a k e  o f  c a r d s  f o r  m o s t  s p e c i e s  i n  1 9 8 5 .  I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y
g r a t i f y i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  7 2  o f  t h e  8 2 ' t a r g e t ' s p e c i e s  -  t h o s e
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d e s e r v i n g  e x t r a  a t t e n t i o n  ( s e e  p a g e  8 ) .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f
n e s t  h i s t o r i e s  r a n g e s  f r o m  j u s t  o n e  G o l d e n  O r i o l e  ( f i r s t  f o r  t h e  s c h e m e )
u p  t o  3 , 2 5 4  B l a c k b i r d  c a r d s  -  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m u c h  h a r d  f i e l d w o r k ,
h o p e f  u l i - y  e n  j o y e d .

S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r i e s  f i e  b e h i n d  t h e s e  t o t a l s .  T h e  d a m p  s p r i n g
washed  ou t  many  ea r l y  wade r  nes t s ,  Lapw j . ng ,  Redshank  and  Cu r l - ew  su f f e r i ng .
F I o o d  w a t e r  a n d  r i v e r  s p a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  d e s t r o y e d  e a r l y  n e s t i n g  a t t e m p t s
b y  M o o r h e n ,  D i p p e r ,  C o m m o n  S a n d p i p e r  a n d  G r e y  W a g t a i I .  A  f e w  s p e c i e s
: ^ + , , i 1  l v  l - r a n a f i f r 6 i .  S t a b I e  w a t e r  l e v e I s  O n  t h e  S c o t t i s h  l o c h s  h e l n p dr r L  r y u v

Red  and  B lack - t h roa ted  D i - ve r s  and  S favon ian  Grebe  t o  one  o f  t he i r  mos t
p roduc t i ve  sunmers .
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T i t r r r r c e  i e s p e c i a l l y  G r e a t  a n d  C o a I )  o v e r - w i . n I e r e d  r n  g o o d
c o n d i t i o n  a i d e d  b y  t h e  b u m p e r  f r u i t i n g  c r o p  o f  t h e  i  r e v i o u s  a u t u m n .
L a r g e  c l u i - c h e s  a n d  b r o o d s  w e r e  w i d e l y  r e c o r d e d .  v i L : h  r o d e n t
p o p u l a t i o r , - .  a )  - c  h r g h ,  o w l s  ( n o t a b l y  T a w n y )  l a i d  a b o v e  a v e r a g c
c l u t c h e s  w h i i r  L h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o n f i r m e d  d o u b l e
b r o o d i n g  o )  B : r r r ,  O w l s .  K e s t r e l  a n d  o w l  b r o o d s  m e t  w i t h  m i x e d
f o r t u n e s  f h r c u g h  t h e  i n c e s s a n t  r a i n .  c f  J u J . y  l e a d i n g  t o  r e g u l a r  l o s s e s .

T h e  J e n e r a l  d a m p ,  c o o I ,  s p r r n g  a n c l  s u m m e r  w e a t h e r  c o n t r i v e d  t o
d e l a y  n e s t r n g  a t t e m p t s  b y  i n s e c t  f e e d e r s  l i k e  H o u s e M a r t i n  a n d  S w i f t .
T h e  s a m e  a p p l r e d  t o  s o m e  u p l a n d  n e s t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  W h e a t e a r  a n d  M e a d o w
P i p i t .  S o m c  s l e c i e s  s u c h  a s  S w a l l o w  a n d  N i g h t j a r  f i n i s h e d  b r e e d i n g
e a r l y  a n d  d e p a r t e d  s o u t h .

S e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s  r e p o r t e d  m o r e  u n h a t c h e d  e g g s  t h a n  u s u a I ,  a n
inc reased  p ropo r t i on  con ta i n i ng  deve loped  ch i cks  sugges t i ng  t ha t
poo r  wea the r  may  have  caused  ch i l l j . ng  and  dea th .  On  t he  sou the rn
open  hea ths  S tonecha t  and  Da r t f o rd  Warb le r  had  a  poo r i sh  summer
' n i s s j - n g  o u t r  t h e i r  s e c o n d  ( m i d d l e )  b r o o d s .  I n  c o a s t a l  h a i r i t a t s  S h a g ,
L i t t L e  T e r n  a n d  R i n g e d  P l o v e r  w e r e  a  t r i o  o f  s e a b i r d s  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d
a b y s m a l  s e a s o n s  i n  p l a c e s .

M a n y  o t h e r  b i r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  t h r u s h
a n d  f i n c h  f a m i l i e s ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  L h e  c o n d i t i o n s  b y  h a v i n g  p r o t r a c t e d
n e s t i n g  p e r i o d s .  S o n g  T h r u s h ,  B l a c k b i r d .  B u l l f i n c h  a n d  R e d p o l l  w e r e
a l l  r e c c r d e d  a s  e g g - I a y i n g  i n  A u g u s t .

P a r r o t  C r o s s b i I I s ,  t h o c  s t a r  b i r d s  o f  I 9 8 4 ,  a g a i n  r e a r e d  y o u n g
i n  c o a s t a l  n o r t h  N o r f o l k .  M e a n w h i l e  P i e d  F l y c a t c h e r s  r a i s e d  t h r e e
y o u n g  a t  a  n e s t  i n  t h e  A n t r i m  G 1 e n s  -  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l
b r e e d i n g  r e c o r d  f o r  I r e l a n d .

H i s t o r i c a l - l y  1 9 8 5  w i l l  p e r h a p s  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  a s  t h e  y e a r  t h a t
f h t  S c a  E e o l e  f i n e l  l v  r c f r r r n e d  a s  ^  s r l c c e s s f u l  B r i t i S h  b f e e d i n o  h i r . l
a f t e r  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  ( I a s t  b r e d  S k y e  1 9 1 6 ) .  F o r  t h e
B T O  n e s t  r e c o r d  s c h e m e  t h o u g h  l - 9 8 5  w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  p e r h a p s  f o r  a
reco rd  i n t ake  o f  ca rds  compLe ted  t h rough  t he  ene rg ies  o f  ove r  f i ve
h u n d r e d  n e s t  f i n d e r s .

1985 THE RECORD INTAKE _ SO}E HIGHLIGHTS

The  s t r eng th  o f  t he  nes t  r eco rd  scheme  comes  f r om thos  b i r dwa tche rs
a h l e  f o  c o m n l c f p  a  h a n d f u l  o f  n e s t  h i s f ^ r i  l ^ - : l  D l o t  -  t h e i r
g a r d e n ,  w o o d ,  f a r m ,  g r a v e l  p i t  o r  w h a t e v e r .  F o r  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  m o r e
t ime  t o  spend  nes t  f i nd i ng  may  become  an  abso rb j - ng  hobby  and  l a rge
n u m b e r s  o f  c a r d s  r e s u l t .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  o b s e r v e r s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
I i s t  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .  I L  s e r v e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s .
F i r s t l y ,  j u s t  w h a t  a  s i n g l e  n e s t  r e c o r d e r  c a n  a c h i e v e  i n  o n e  s e a s o n .
T h e n  h o w  c e r t a i n  s p e c i e s  a r e  d e m a n d i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .
H o w  t h e  p l e a  f o r  e x t r a  h c l p  h a s  a l s o  i m p r o v e d t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l
s n r e a d  o f  c o n t  r i h r f i o n s  -  m o s t  r e q i o n s  a n d  m : n v  e o l t n t i p s  a r e

r e n r a q p n i ' e d  l ' i n : 1 r  ^ - '  f  i n r t o r c  > r a  ^ n o r a t i n n  i n  c m : l  lr  l r r u l r y ,  i l u w  S u l l l c  r l s 5 L  r  r . r u L  r r r y  r , .  J . " u r r

g r o u p s  c o n n e c c e d  o f L e n  w i t h  a  b i r d  c I u b ,  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  s o c i c L y  o r
r r n g ] - n g  g r o u p .



- 3 -

TOTALS FCR NEST RECORD SCHEME FROM PRE 1984 to  1985

S P E C I E S

Red- th roa ted  D i ve r  +

B lack - t h roa ted  D i ve r  +

L i t t l e  G r e b e  *

Grea t  C res ted  Grebe  *

S favon ian  Grebe  +

B . l ack -necked  Grebe  +

Fu lmar

Manx  Shea r \ , / a t e r

S to rm  Pe t re I

L e a c h ' s  P e t r e l  +

Ganne t

Co rmoran t  *

Shaq  *

B i t t e r n  +

L i t t l e  B i t t e r n  +

Grey  He ron  *

Mu te  Swan  *

C r o r r l  r n  C ^ ^ c a  +

Canada  Goose

F n r r n r  i  A n  n ^ ^ c a

She  l duck

Manda r i n

Wigeon

Gadwa I  1

Tea I

M a f l a r d  *

P i n t a i l  +

Ga rganey  +

Shove  I e r

Pocha rd

Tu f t ed  Duck

E i d e r

Common Scoter +

Go ldeneye  +

P a A - h 1 6 A c t o . l  M 6 r d r n q n  r

Goosand er

Ruddy Duck

P R E - 8 4  I 9 8 4

1 0 4 0

) _ 2 4

1 1 9 0

I  5 1 8

I 1 7

I I

I 4  2 7

5 l

I 8

2

l 7

/ d f

I 7  4 2

1 3

r 6 s 0

2 3 5 1

I 7 I
'7  99

2

1 5 7

1 3

8 7

4 0

I 4 7

4 8 4 9

6

6

1 9

8 2

) J d

9 8 5

z a

8

1 8 9

9 6

6

4 9

3

4 5

t_

I

1 3 0

I

I

2 I

2 3 0

I

8 9

7 9

I I

4 0

L O

b

4

3

L97

I

I O

2

r 9 8 s
8 8

8

6 6

1 1 3

6

1 8 0

5 3

L 3 2

4

1 5 0

1 3 1

8 6

L 2

2 6

I

3

2 5 4

I

I

5

9

4 9

1 0 3

3

5

5

TOTAL

tr7 7
t J f

1293
r57 6

L 2 4

I 2

t 7  3 7

5 1

t_9

2

l 8

8 5 9

2t0  4

) .7

I

I 8 8 9

2 5 6 r

2 L 9

925

2

r'7 9

1 0 5

9 l

r 5 3

5 3 0 0

7
'7

8 6

1 0 r

6 l l

1 1 0 5

2 9

lt-

1 9 5

7 2 0

1 3

2

L O

I 1

4



SPECI  ES

Honey  Buzza rd  +

R e d  K i t e  +

M a r s h  H a r r i e r  +

H e n  H a r r i e r  +

M ^ n t : d r r ' c  q r  r r i  a r  +

Goshawk  +

Spa r rowhawk  *

Bvzzard *

Go lden  Eag le  +

osp rey  +

Kes t re l -  *

M e r l i n  +

Hobby  +

Pe reg r i ne  +

Red  Grouse

P ta  rm i  gan

B lack  Grouse

Cape rca i  ) -  1 i e

R e d - I e g g e d  P a r t r i d g e  *

( : r a \ /  D r r f r i d d 6  *

Q u a i l  +

Pheasan t  *

T  r A r r  A m h a r c f  I  c  D h a .  ^ ^ - +
! q u J  r u r r r r u r  r r L d J d l t L

W a t e r  R a i L

Co rnc rake  +

Moorhen  *

Coo t  *

n \ r q f o r - r + - h a r  *

Avoce t  +

S t o n e - c u r l e w  +

T , i f f  I F  R i n o e d  P l n r r g ;  +

P i n n o r i  D l ^ r r a r  *

K e n t i s h  P l o v e r  +

D o t t e r e l  +

Go lden  P love r

Lapw ing  *

T e m m i n c k ' s  S t i n t  +

D , ' r h l 6  a : n J n i n o r  +

Dun l . i n

S n i p e  *

- 4 -

PRE-  8  4

I

1 0

5

3 0 8

4 4

z )

I 9 8 6

2 0 1 3

2 4 9

2 8 5 r

6 5 1

2 3 6

5 7 1

3 8 6

7'7

3 0

6 0

3 3 I

6 6 5

9

t - 4 8 5

I

) z

2 4

1 4 3 6 9
'7 r'7 4

6 6 0 6

3

3 6 6

a  / 5

3 9 3 s

l 9

l 0 l

428

r289L

I

3

4 0 2

1 0 6 5

1 9 8 4 1 9 8 s

I

5 0

I 7

I 8 I

2l-l

2 9

I

2 6 5

5 7

2 6
'19

l 6

3

2

l 6

1 3

0 t

8

4-7 I

4 4 2

4 9 0

3

5 2

407

4

2 0

5 6 3

1 l

Z J

TOTAL

9 0

t

]1 ,

r28

L61

1 l

l - 7 3

3 5

2 L

r 7 7

B

I

1 I

1 6

4 2

I

2 3 2

L 9 2

2 9 5

4 9

1 4 5

9

t26

4 9 7

1 0

2 8

8

t 3

5

4 4 8

4 5

f J

2295
239r

289

2 4

3289

2 8 3

8 2 ' l

4 I 0

8 1

3 2

6 0

3 5 8

6 9 4

9

159 4

I

6 0

z >

r 5 0 7 9

7 8 0 8

7 3 9 r

3

3 6 9

9 7 6

4481

I 9

1 1 4

5 1  4

r 3 9 5 r

I

3

423

I l l 6



SPECI  ES

Woodcock

B l -ack - t a i l ed  codw i t  +

Whirnbrel  +

Cu r1ew  *

Redshank  *

Greenshank  +

Wood Sandpiper +

Common Sandpiper *

R a d - n e e k a d  P h a l e r . D e  +t . . q f  q r v t s

A r c t i c  S k u a

Grea t  Skua

B l a c k - h e a d e d  G u I I  *

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  G u l l  +

Common Gul" f  *

L e s s e r  B l a c k - b a c k e d  G u l 1

H e r r i n g  G u I I

G r e a t  B l a c k - b a c k e d  G u f I

K i  t t iwake

Sandw ich  Te rn

Rosea te  Te rn  +

Common Tern *

A rc t i c  Te rn  *

L i t t l e  T e r n  +

Gu i  I  l emo t

R a z o r b i  l 1

B l a c k  G u i l l e m o t

P u f  f  i n

Rock Dove

F e r a l  P i g e o n

S tock  Dove  *

Woodp igeon  *

Co l l a red  Dove  *

Tu r t l e  Dove  *

R ing -necked  Pa rakee t

Cuckoo  *

Barn Owl-  +

Sno\dy Ow1 +

L i t t l e  Owf  *

Tawny Owl *

Long -ea red  OwI

- 5 -

P R E - 8 4  1 9 8 4

4 3 1  2 5

6 -

4 2

1 5 5 I  L 4 6

1 5 0 5  3 2

1 0 3  1 3

2 -

8 2 4  3 8

3 2

T 6 4  2 I

z \ z  q

2 7 6 9  5 I

2 -

1 5 5 7  3 ' 7

o  / o  z

3 1 8 6  4 9
' 7 4 I  3

L I O Z  Z Z )

1 3 8

6 2  3 6

2100 '7 5

9 4'7 32

2 1 6 2  9

5 1 3  2

z t d  )

I 5 O  1 3

7 5  4

9 5 6

7 3 6  5

3  2 1 0  1 1 5

1 4 3 1  0  4 5 5

L 5 2 4  ] L

L 5 2 2  3 0

t -

LI9 '7 4 8

7 9 I  6 5

I _

9 0 9  4 9

3 0 4 1  1 3 8

J ) C  1 5

l9  8 5 TOTALT

t 5  4 7 L

- 6

-  A )

7 5  \ 7 7 2

9 l  1 6 2 8
g  1 2 4
- 2

4 8  9 r 0
- 3 2

5  I 9 0

6  2 6 2

2 4 9  3 0 6 9
- 2

6 0  1 6 5 4

r 0  6 9 0

1 4 8  3 3 8 3

I  t ) r

1 0 8  1 4 9 5

_  1 3 8

1 3  1 1 1

1 3 0 .  > 3 0 5

r 0 3  1 0 8 2

2 6 0  2 4 3 I

6 8  s 8 3

5 6  3 3 9

L 9 2  3 5 5

6 8  L 4 7

L 4  I I 5

3 8  7 ' t 9

2 2 6  3 5 5 I

6 L 4  1 5 4 3 9

1 5 8  1 7 5 3

4 I  1 5 9 3

- 1

1 6 4  1 4 0 9

9 2  9 4 8

_ I

5 2  1 0 1 0

3 3 5  3 5 2 0

2 4  3 9 3



SPECI  ES

Sho r t - ea red  Ow1

N igh t  j a r

Sw i . f t  *

K i n g f i s h e r  +

Hoopoe +

Wryneck +

Green Woodpecker

Great  Spotted Woodpecker

Lesse r  Spo t t ed  Woodpecke r

Wood la r k  +

Sky la r k  *

Sand  Mar t i n

Swa l f ow  *

House  Mar t i n  *

T ree  P ip i t

l ' leadow Pipi t  *

Rock  P ip i t

YeL low  Wag ta i l

G rey  Wag ta i l

Pi .ed Wagtai  I

D ippe r

wren *

Dunnock *

Robi .n *

N igh t i nga le

B lue th roa t  +

B lack  Reds ta r t  +

Reds ta r t  *

Wh incha t  *

S tonecha t  *

wheatear *

R ing  Ouse l  *

B lackb i r d  *

F i e l d f a r e  +

Song  Th rush  *

Redwing +

M is t l e  Th rush  *

C e t t i ' s  w a r b l e r  +

Grasshoppe r  wa rb le r

S a v i ' s  W a r b l e r  +

- 6 -

P R E - 8 4  I 9 8 4

I 3 3  I I

4 6 4  3 3
' 7  3 2  2 4

3 2 0  1 4

I -

I 1

2 0 0  5

4 9 8  2 7

9 7 4

3 0 6  r 0

4 7 2 2  ) _ 4 4

O J J  I f

2s207 59'7

z ) 4 )  a 4 J

9 7 0  4 0

5 5 4 8  3 9 3

4 0 2  1 3

7 2 6  1 4

2 6 0 4  1 6 1

5 2 0 0  2 5 0

3 6 2 3  4 0 6

9 4 4 4  I 9 4

23673 239

1 3 1 8 8  3 9 0

3 r 9  2

1 -

1 0 8

1 8 6 4  ? 4

1 0 5 9  7 4

1 5 8 3  7 L

1 7 0 5  r 1 5

9 2 8  5 1

9 6 8 6 1  1 3 9 5

1 -

5 9 7 0 8  6 3 7

5 2  2 6

5 0 7  4  1 1 9

I 6

2 2 9  3

2 -

- 1

1267 6 \612

7  8 5

2 2 ' 7  5 4 2 0

I  1 7

1 4  2 4 6
- 2

1 9 8 5

I 9

3 0

3 1

I 6

c

3 5
A

z 5 r

9

I258

2I7

) z

3 9 4

I 6

l 8

r 8 2

2 4 9

4 4 0

J l 5

b / )

6 2 9

I I

7

1 7 1

9 7

J 1

2r3

325 4

TOTAL

r 6 3
527

t d t

J f U

1

1 1

2r3

f o u

1 0 5

325

5097

657

2'7 062

2899

1 0 6 2

6 3 3 5

4 3 I

7 5 8

2 9  4 1

5 6 9 9

4469

1 0 0 1 1

24587

I4201

332

I

r a )

2r09

1230

t 6 8 5

2033

r 0 3 4

r 0 1 5 r 0
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r K u -  6  c 1 9 8 4 1 9 8 5 TOTALSPECIES

Sedge  Warb le r  *

Ma rsh  wa rb le r  +

Reed  Warb le r  *

Da r t f o rd  Warb le r  +

Lesse r  Wh i t e th roa t

Whitethroat  *

Ga rden  Warb le r  *

B lackcap  *

Wood Warbler

C h i f f c h a f f  *

W i l l ow  WarbLe r  *

Go ldc res t  *

F i  r 6 - r 6 c f  +

Spo t t ed  F l yca t che r  *

D i  a A  F l  r r ^ r f  - h a r

Bearded  T i t  +

Long - ta i l ed  T i t  *

Ma rsh  T i t

W i I I ow  T i t

c res ted  T i t  +

C o a l  T i t  *

B I u e  T i t  *

G rea t  T i t  *

Nu tha t ch  *

T r a a ^ r a a h a r  i

Shor t - t oed  T reec reepe r

Go lden  Or i o l e  +

Red -backed  Sh r i ke  +

Jay *

Magpie *

Chough +

Jackdaw *

Rook *

Ca r r i on  C row  *

Hooded Crow

Raven *

S t a r l i n g  *

House Sparrow *

Tree Sparrow *

Cha f f i nch  *

2 7 5 6  1 5 0

6 3  2 0

7 0 7 8  1 5 4

r 7 7  5 0

5 5 5  2 9

4 Z Z b  t  4

9 7 9  5 1

1 7 6 3  8 3

I I 2 4  7 8

1 3 0 3  3 7

8 0 6 2  3 4 9

5 3 6  3 4
' 7 -

6 7 7  L  2 0 4

1 0 9 0 7  5 3 2

4 3  3

2 8 9 3  6 9

8 0 6  1 3

2 9 8  1 2

1 1 5  6

3 0 9 1  7  I

3 2 3 4 2  l 3 r 0

2 0 4 6 1  1 0 5 8

1 0 4 4  5 6

1 3 9 6  3 9

z > r

r  0 1 4
3 s 1 0

2 7 9
3 0 r 0
z > b  I

J 4 Z b

487

1 4 6 0

8552

9 0 5 0

TT228

r 4 0 7 3

T 7
23r

a

L69

1 4 0

1 8 9

6 I

8 2

? q q

1 8 4

a + l

3 r 9

I 2 I  3 0 3 7

t - 6  9 9

230 7  462

4 5  2 ' 7 2

2 9  6 1 3

8 9  4 3 8 9

6 4  1 0 9 4

r s o  1 9 9 6

8 1  1 2 8 3
' 7 8  1 4 1 8

6 0 0  9 0 1 1

2 6  5 9 6

I 8

2 1 6  1 2 s l -

1027 12466

6 5 2

1 2 3  3 0 8 5

3 5  8 5 4

1 2  3 2 2

t - 4  1 3 5

1 3 9  3 3 0 8

2591 36249

r 9 s 9  2 3 4 7 8

r t 3  1 2 1 3

8 9  L 5 2 4
- 1

1 1
_ 25 I

3 9  1 0 7 0

2 6 7  4 0 0 8

41 329

z z o  J { u l

2 6 3  2 9 7  0

1 7 6  3 7 9 1

4 5  5 9 3

8 2  1 6 2 4

9 2 1  9 7  3 8

r 9 2  9 4 2 6

5 4 3  1 1 9 1 6
' 7 5 6  1 5 1 4 8
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S P E C I E S

S e r i n  +

G r e e n f i n c h  *

G o l d f i n c h  *

S i s k i n

L i n n e t  *

' IWr t  e

R e d p o l l  *

Co r runon  C rossb i l l  +

P a r r o t  C r o s s b i l l  +

S c a r l e t  R o s e f i n c h  +

B u l l f i n c h  *

Hawf  i nch

Snow Bun t i ng

Yel-  Iowhammer

Reed  Bun t i ng

C o r n  B u n t i n g

PRE-  8  4 r 9 8 4

1 9 3

3 4

I

L97

l 3

I I

4

2

o o

2 2

L27

1 5 9

3 2

I 9 8 5

I

2 6 6

5 6

o

) l z

2 L

4 9

8

1

1 0 9

2

1 6 5

L Z )

t2L

TOTAL

+

+

I 0 4 3 9

2 2 3 3

3 3

2 0 5 1 I
'7 06

1 0 8 0

/ b

t
I

4 2 9 8

8 4

l 0

4  9 1 3

5 5

5 8 6 4

2 '7  6

PRE_  8  4

I

1 0 8 9 8

2 3 2 3

4 0

2L280
'7  40

1 1 4 0

8 8
A

1

4 4 7 3

r 0 8
I O

5 2 0 5

5 5

6 1 4  8

4 2 9

GRAND

6 6 9 0 3 6

B i r d  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l 9 8 l  w i t d l i f e  a n d  C o u n t r

T A R G E T  S P E C I E S  -  d e s e r v i n s  s D e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .

T h e s e  s p e c i e s  f a I I  i n t o  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s :

I  )  a  r a n g e  o f  i n d i c a t o r  '  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  t h e  B T o  i s  a b l e  t o  u s e  t o

a s s e s E  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  b r e e d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  b e t w e e n  y e a r s ,  r e g i o n s  a n d

h a b i t a t s .

?  )  q n o c ' i  o q  f  n r  w h n m  l -  h o  q : m n l  a  . f  n a < +

w h e r e  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  I a r g e  n u m b e r  a r e
-  l ^ r ^ i l ^ i  ^ - - 1 , , ^ l ^  ^ 6 r  ^ , , L 1 : ^ - ! i ^ ^  ^ r
a  u s L d r r c q  d l r q r y - r 5  d r r u  p u u L f u d L t u l l  u !

h i n l n a r r  n f  f h a  h i r r l

^  I  I  ^ r ' i -  - r r r a A  f ^ r  r h a  r r n a a

1 9 8 4  1 9 8  5

6 1 8 9 6 9  1 8 1 8 s  3 I 7 8 2  r O T A L

h i s t o r i e s  i s  n e a r i n g  t h e  p o i n t

housed  a t  Beech  Grove  t o  me r i t

a  p a p e r  o n  l h e  b r e e d i n g

a €  |  F - r n o + t  c ^ a n i  o c



l , t r s  J .  A b b o t t  ( G I o s . )  1 6 7  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 2 8  B I u e  T i t ,
6  N u t h a t c h ;  W . D .  A l l e n  ( S h r o p s )  1 5 0  c a r d s  l n c J - u d i n g  6
Spo t t ed  F l yca t che r ,  f 2  B lackb i r d ;  P .  Ande rson  (Tyne  q  Wear )
I 0 7  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3  S h o v e l e r ,  2 6  R e d s h a ; k r  M - R -  B a r t l e  ( N o t t s )
I 2 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  2 9  B l a c k b i r d ,  3 0  G r e a t  T i t ;
G .G .  Ba tes  and  I . l , t .  and  N .R .  Fos te r  (Su the r l and )  I 08  ca rds

R . B .  B a t t v  ( M i d d x )  1 6 6
cards including 43 Blackbird,  t+ Creent i r rct r ;  gr_gradlel
(No r t h  Down  R ing ing  c roup )  146  ca rds  i nc l ud ing r  74  W i l f ow  Warb le r ,
1 3  R o o k t  K .  B r i g g s  ( L a n c a s t e r  B i r d w a t c h i n g  S o c i e t y )  7 5 5  c a r d s
i n c l u d i n g  1 2 9  O y s t e r c a t c h e r ,  7 0  L a p w i n g ,  6  c o o s a n d e r ;
J .E .A .  B rook .  and  R .C .  Cooke  (Warw i cks )  724  ca rds  i nc l ud ing
@ I 3  B l a c k c a p ;  K .  B r u c e  a n d  K . G . G .
B ruce (K i r kcudb r i gh t )  234  ca rds  i nc fud ing  aO  co r rno ran t ,  t 3  f awny
OwI ;  R .H .  Buckna l l  (No r t humber l and )  I 12  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  3
nea -U reas tea  t ' l e rganse r ,  6  Sho r t - ea red  Ow l ;  I .D .  Bu l l o ; k  (G los )
281  ca rds  i nc l ud ing r  75  P ied  F l - yca t che r ,  1 , 42  B lue  T i t ;
D r .  P . J .K .  Bu r t on ,  T .G .  I t o l de r ,U .  Hun t  and  D .A .  Lees  (He r t s  )
3 1 3  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  8 0  K e s t r e l ,  3 4  T a w n y  O w 1 ;  J .  C a I I i o n
( C u m b r i a )  2 3 5  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3 9  S e d g e  W a r b l e r ,  I 9  W i I l o w
Warb le r ;  D r .B .  Campbe l l  and  T .  Young  (Oxon )  232  ca rds  i nc l ud ing
I 0  f , o n g - t a  ( P e r t h )  I I 7  c a r d s
i nc l ud ing  5  Common  Sandp ipe r ,  17  Swa l - l ow ;  J .  C la r k  (Gwynedd )
147  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  f 6  Tu f t ed  Duck ,  f 7  Common  Te rn ;  I .  C lowes
( N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  )  I 1 7  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3 9  E i d e r ,  3 9  e r c t i c  f e r r - *
J .E .S .  Coope r  and  R -  Sande rson  (Sussex )  371  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  6
Tawny  Owf ,  70  Grea t  T i t ,  35  S ta r l i ng ;  D .  Cox  and  B .  Hawes
( B u c k s )  8 7 8  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4 5  P i e d  w a g @ ,
4 4  M a g p i e ;  D r .  S .  C o x  ( E s s e x )  3 9 3  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 6 6  L i t t l e
T e r n ,  1 6 5  R i n g e d  P f o v e r t  R , E .  D a n s o n  ( L a n c s )  2 8 8  c a r d s
i nc l ud ing  9  Jackdaw ,  I 03  T ;E ; -pa r row ;  F .  Dav i son  (No r thumber l d )
I 0 l -  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  7  He ron ,  18  P ied  f  f yEaTche t , . -  P . c .  Dav i s
a n d  S . G .  D a v i s  ( S u r r e y )  1 8 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 1  S t o n e c h a t ,
11  Da r t f o rd  Warb le r ;  F .  Dav i son  (No r thumbr i a  R inq inq  Group )
2 6 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3  c o o s a n d e r ,  9 4  G r e a t  T i t ;  i . e ]  O " n u " .
( S u r r e y )  1 4 5  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4  M a n d a r i n ,  2 3  S t o c k  D o v e ;
N . R .  D u n c a n  ( G r a m p i a n )  3 9 3  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  7 2  S k y l a r k ,  5 0
M e a d o w  P i p i t ;  M . R .  F l e t c h e r  M A F F ,  S u r r e y )  3 3 5  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g
l - 44  S ta r l i ng ,  I 2 I  T ree  Spa r row ;  D .  Fu l t on  and  T .  C rossman
( S h r o p s )  2 4 8 -  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3 6  w h m
I l . R .  H a m m a c o t t  ( B r i s t o l  N a t u r a l i s t s '  S o c i e t y )  3 5 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g
Z t -Lap ;G9 ; - - 6 f  w i f  r ow  wa rb f  e r ,  8  wh i t e th roa t ;  A .B -J -  Ha r r i s
(Rye  Meads  R ing ing  Group ,  He r t s )  335  ca rds  i nc l udTng -ZT - -eo rnmon
Te rn ,  62  Reed  Warb le r ,  10  Reed  Bun t i ng ;  I  and  G .P .  H i l d red
( L i n c s )  2 1 7  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 8  W r e n ,  3 7  H o u s e  S p a r r o w ;  P . l , t . H i l I
( S a l o p )  1 8 4  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 1 2  P i e d  F l y c a t c h e r ,  T  N u t h a t c h t
D r .  E .  H i r d  ( K e n t )  l - 4 8  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  7 4  B l a c k b i r d ,  2 1  L i n n e t ;
F . n l  t r o f n e s s  ( N o r f o l k )  3 2 9  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 4 5  S w a l l o w ,  8

( H a n t s )  1 9 8  c a r d s
i n c l u d i n g  4  N i g h t j a r ,  2 6  D a r t f o r d  W a r b l e r ;  G .  K a c z a n o w  ( D e v o n )
115  ca rds  j - nc l ud ing  25  Ca r r i on  C row ,  27  Raven ;  W.Kennedy
( C o .  L o n d o n d e r r y )  1 2 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  e l a c k - h e a d e A  c u t t ;
J .  K i e s e r  ( H a n t s )  2 7 2  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4 2  L i n n e t ,  1 2  Y e l l o w h a m m e r ;
R -  L a m b e r t  ( G i b r a l t a r  P o i n t  B . O , ,  L i n c s )  I 9 9  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g
6 l  R i n g e d  P l o v e r ,  2 2  T r e e  S p a r r o w ;  D . E .  L e w i s  ( G w e n t )  1 3 3
c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  2 5  B l a c k b i r d ,  8  G r e e n f i n c h ;  J . l { . S .  L e w i s  a n d
S . J .  R o b e r t s  ( c w e n t )  2 2 4  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4 3  D i p p e r ,  3  C r o s s b i I I ,
3  S i s k i n r  J . V .  L l o y d  ( D y f e d )  2 5 0  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0  R e d s t a r t ,
43  Rook ;  R . J .  Louch  and  D .  Tompson  (Oxon )  358  ca rds  i - nc l ud ing
1 I  G rasshoppe r  Warb fe r ,  2 -7  Ch i - f f cha f f ,  22  Ye l l owhammer ;
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Dr.A.D.L.  and I r t rs S-_!r__l , fgZlgsgI i  (London) 202 cards inctuding
B . A .  l t a d d e n  ( I r e l a n d )  2 2 4

c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  I 1 3  S w a I l o w ,  Z Z  ; a c @
( B i r k l a n d s  R i n g i n g  c r o u p ,  N o t t s )  8 9 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4 3  W r e n ,
67  Song  Th rush ,  72  Cha f f i nch ;  P .  Ua \ rna rd  and  J .  Ba ldx i n  (Han ts )
1 8 8  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0  N i g h t j a r @ e ;
!1 .O .  l l eadows  (Essex )  146  ca rds  i ncLud ing  15  Moo rhen ,  5  Co rn
Bun t i ng i  S . J .  Meek  (Sou th  Humbers i de )  149  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  4  Cuckoo ,
22  Wren ;  I .  McA lp i ne  (Me rseys ide )  f 01  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  11  Moo rhen ,
27  B lackb j - r d ;  J .  O ld l and  and  D .  Ea r r i son  (Yo rks )  316  ca rds
i nc l ud ing  a  wa t f f i eed  wa rb le r r  g l t ne l
R ing ing  Group  ( co -o rd i na to r  E .  Meek )  426  ca rds  i nc l ud ing
6  M e r l i n ,  f 7 0  B l a c k  G u i l l e m o t ,  l 1  H o o d e d  C r o w ;  c . D . A .  p l a t t
( C o .  A n t r i m )  I , 1 3 7  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  I 3  P e r e g r i n e ,  I 7 9  S ' , r a T i o w ,
1 8  M i s t l e  T h r u s h ;  W .  P r o c t o r  ( W a r w i c k s )  4 7 8  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g
50  Woodp igeon ,  130  BG; I5Ea , -27  Magp ie ;  p . J .  Rad fo rd  ( powys )
I 5 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  6 0  O y s t e r c a t c h e r ,  7 8  R r n g e d  p l o v d ;
I .  R e n d a l l  ( A b e r d e e n )  3 1 2  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  4 8  S o n g  T h r u s h ,  2 5
Green f i nch ;  J .  R i cha rdson  (Du rham)  417  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  10  S tock
D o v e ,  1 4  D u n n o c k ,  2 2  C h a f f i n c h ;  S .  R i c h a r d s o n  ( D u r h a m )  1 0 0  c a r d s
i nc  l ud i ng  2  6  B lackb i r d ,  19  Cha  f  f  r nEh  ; - - - r . - : i a -eou t  (  Na  t i ona l
T rus t ,  No r t humber l and )  137  ca rds  i nc l - ud l ; gJ - -9=KT t t iwake ,  13
Rosea te  Te rn i  D .  Roge rs  and  A .  Rob inson  (Devon )  I 45  ca rds
i n c l u d i n g  5 I  P i e d  F l y c a t c h e r ,  5 7  B f u e  T i t ;  G .  S h a w  ( D u m f r i e s  &
Ga l l oway )  I 24  ca rds  i nc l ud j - ng  6  Ba rn  OwI ,  4  W i rTnc i r a t r  R . c .  Sho r t ,
D . G .  H a r r i s  a n d  c - F .  T h o r n  ( L o n d o n )  I 1 7  c a r d s  i n c t u d i n g  I 0
S p o t t e d  F l y c a t c h e r ,  5  N u t h a t c h ;  C .  S n i t h  ( M i d  L i n c s  R i n g i n g  G r o u p )
6 0 2  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  I 1  T a w n y  O w I ,  I S 5  e l a c k b i r d .  7 3  R o o k ;
I . M .  S p e n c e  ( L a n c s )  I 2 6  c a r d s  i n c l u d j - n g  4 7  S w a 1 1 o w , 2 9  B I u e  T i t ;
S .  S q u i r e s  ( M i d  G l a m o r g a n )  1 0 0  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0  C a r r i o n  C r o w ,
7  l , l i I l o w  W a r b L e r ;  W .  S q u i r e s  ( P o w y s )  1 9 2  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0 3
P ied  F l - yca t che r ,  6  Reds ta r t ;  R .L .  Swann  (G lenu rquha r t  B i r d  C lub )
2 3 5  c a r d s  i n c t u d i n g  1 5  e u z z a r d ,  2 3  t a w n y  O w I ,  2 0  W h e a t e a r ;
w .  Th roe re r  and  S .  Oggen  (No r fo l k )  160  ca rds  28  Song  Th rush ,
34  B lackb i r d ;  D r .  S . J .  Ty l e r  and  S . J .O r ,me rod  (Powys )  288  ca rds
i n c l u d i n g  5 4  c r e y  w a g t a i l ,  l _ 4 8  D i p p e r r  D ! !  L . L . q .  v i c k  ( E d i n b u r g h
R i n g i n g  G r o u p )  f 4 3  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  5 5  W h e a t e a r ,  f 8  R i n g  O u z e l ;
D .  W a r d e n ( B r i s t o l )  2 1 8  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  1 2  L i t t l e  c r e b e ,  4 7  C o o t ;
I . H .  W o l f e n d e n  ( L i v e r p o o l )  1 I 3  c a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  3 4  S k y l a r k ,  I 7
Meadd -F IF I t ;  p I .  w r i qh t  ( su f f o l - k )  132  ca rds  i nc l ud ing  15  R inged
P l o v e r ,  4 9  L i n n e t .

CARE WHEN NEST FINDING AND RECORDING

The  ro l e  o f  t he  Nes t  Reco rd  Scheme  i n  he lp i ng  t o  r evea l  de ta i t s
e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  c y c l e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t J . y
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  b i r d l i f e  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  f o r  m a n y  s p e c i e s .
T h a  h 6 c + i h d  n a r i ^ i  i s  a  n a - f i c r r l a r l v  s e n s i t i v e  c i m e  f o r  m a n w  l - r i r d q! v r  r i l q r r j

howeve r ,  and  reco rde rs  a re  asked  t o  adhe re  c l ose l y  t o  t he  Code  o f
Conduc t  i nc l uded  i n  t he  s tanda rd  I ns t r uc t i ons  and  ou t l i ned  i n  mo re
detai l  in  The Nest  Record Scheme (BTO Guide No. 12).  S3Igq__g!_gg
bird and thffinest must come first at-EIT-€Inre.s.

D e t a i l s  o f  t h o s e  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e
( - ^ r r n f r \ r < i d a  A - f  r r o  a i  t h a  f n l  l rL U u r r L r  y - r u E  n L L  d r t s  r -  - J W I n g  p a g e .

l 9 8 I  w i l d l i f e  a n d
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CURRENT ANALYSES OF CARDS

The  h i s t o r i ca l  bank  o f  ca rds  a re  i nc reas j - ng l y  be ing  pu t  t o  good
u s e  b y  a n a l y s t s  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  a w a y  f r o m  B e e c h  c r o v e .  O v e r  8 0 , 0 0 0
ca rds  r ^ / e re  exam ined  du r i ng  comp i l a t i on  o f  t he  book  Fa rm ing  and  B j - r ds
Lry Raymond o 'Connor and tq ike shrubb. Thj ,s involved-Ei-EtEEEEfrEiEJf
b reed ing  pe r f o rmance  and  hab i t a t  u t i l i za t i on  by  spec ies  r ang ing  f r om
Woodp j -geon  and  Reed  Bun t i ng  t o  L i nne t  and  Ye l f owhanmer  ove r  a  twen t y
yea r  pe r i od .  M i s t l e  Th rush ,  Wren ,  Swa l l ow  and  Reds ta r t  a re  among  a
g roup  o f  b j - r ds  whose  pas t  ho ld i ngs  o f  ca rds  we re  ana l ysed  t o  compare
t h e  b r e e d i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  r e s i d e n t  a n d  m i g r a n t  s p e c i e s  i n  B r i t a i n .

Recen t f y  va r i ous  o rgan i za t i ons  have  f ound  i n f o rma t i on  ex t r ac ted
f rom nes t  r eco rd  ca rds  o f  bene f i t  -  t he  Na tu re  Conse rvancy  Counc i l
f o r  S k y l a r k ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e r r e s t r i a l  E c o l o g y  w i t h  B f a c k c o c k  a n d  t h e
RSPB w i t h  D ippe r .  I n  add i t i on  a  number  o f  ama teu r  and  p ro fess i ona l
o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y ,  o r  a r e  c u r r e n t l y ,  a n a l y s i n g  t h e  c a r d s
f o r  a  w i d e  s p e c t r u m  o f  s p e c i e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  B i t t e r n  ( M .  J o h n s t o n e ,
S u f  f o l k ) ,  M a n d a r i n  ( A . K .  D a v i e s ,  S u r r e y ) ,  H e n  H a r r - i e r  ( D .  E 1 j - a s ,  N C C ,
G w y n e d d ) ,  M e r l i n  ( D r . C . J .  e i b b y ,  R S P B ,  B e d s ) ,  W a t e r  R a i I  ( M . J .  B a y I i s s ,
O x f o r d ) ,  S t o n e - c u r l e w  ( R . A .  M o r g a n ,  C a m b r i d g e ) ,  L j . t t l e  R i n g e d  p l o v e r
( M r s .  E .  P a r r i n d e r ,  N o r f o l k ) ,  C u c k o o  ( o r . l . t . B .  D a v i e s
a n d  M . d e  L . B r o o k e ,  C a m b r i d g e ) , , t a y  ( D r . D . A .  H i I . 1 ,  H a n r s ) .  p i e d  F I y -
c a t c h e r  ( P .  J e n n i n g s ,  P o w y s ) ,  L a p w j _ n g  ( M .  S h r u b b ,  p o w y s ) .

The  BTO i s  keen  t o  encou rage  t he  ana l ys i s  o f  ca rds  away  f r om
r \ e a d q u a r - t e r s .  P a p e r s  w r i t t e ' 1  b y  B T O  m e m b e r s ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l
co l l . ec t i on  o f  ca rds ,  have  f o rmed  an  ex t r eme l y  va luab le  e l emen t  o f  t he
T r u s t ' s  a n n u a ]  I i s t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s r .  I t  1 s  t o
b e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p u t e r  f a c i t i r i e s  a t  B e e c h
G r o v e  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e s  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  s p e e d  o f  r e s e a r c h  b y  r h e  p r o f e s s -
i o n a l  s t a f f  o f  t h e  B T O ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n a l y s t s  r o l e
t o  b e  p l a y e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a  l o c a l  s t u d y  o f
a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  f e e f  t h a t  y o u r  f i n d i n g s  w o u l d
s u p p l e m e n t  a n  i n  d e p t h  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  h o l d i n g s ,  d o  p l e a s e
w r i t e  t o  t h e  N e s t  R e c o r d s  O f f i - c e r .

COMPUTER HELP GROWS

The  t eam o f  f ou r  Manpo \ , ve r  Se rv i ce  Commiss ion  emp loyees  based  a t
B e e c h  C r o v e  h a v e  w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  h e l p i n g  t o
m a k e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  s c h e m e  m o r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  O v e r  3 0 , 0 0 0
c a r d s  w e r e  c o d e d ,  i n p u t  a n d  c h e c k e d .  H a n d  a n a l y s e s  f o r  s p e c i e s  } i k e
W o o d l a r k ,  B a r n  O w l  a n d  G r a s s h o p p e r  W a r b l e r  c o n t i n u e s ,  b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e
n o w  o f  a n n u a l  s a m p l e s  o n  c o m p u t e r  t a p e  f o r  c o m m o n  s p e c i e s  l i k e  L a p w i n g ,
B l a c k b i r d  a n d  Y e l l o w h a m m e r  m a k e s  r a p i d  a n a l y s i s  o f  b r e e d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e
p o s s i b l e ,  g r e a t l y  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s c h e m e .

SENDING ON YOUR 1986 CARDS

P l e a s e  s e n d  y o u r  c o m p l e t e d  c a r d s  a s  s o o n  a s  f i e l d w o r k  f i n i s h e s  -
by the end of  the year where possib le and by ls t  March at  the very latest .
D o  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h o u g h  t h a t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i e s  w i l l  s t i l J .  b e  e g g -
l ay i ng  i n  Ju I y ,  Augus t ,  and  even  l a t e r  and  t ha t  t he  scheme ' s  annua l
intake of  cards must a im to cover the fu l l  breedi@
ba tches  o f  ca rds .  t oge the r  w l t h  commen ts  on  t he  na tu re  o f  t he  b reed ing
season ,  can  be  i n t eg ra ted  i n  desc r i p t i ve  r epo r t s  f o r  BTO News  and
o the r  pub l i ca t i ons .  Some  con t r j - bu to r s  f i nd  t he  end  o f  yea r  BTO Annua l
a n d  R i n g i n g  C o n f e r e n c e s  a  s a f e ,  a n d  m o n e y  s a v i n g ,  w a y  o f  p a s s i n g  a c r o s s
I a r g e  b a t c h e s  o f  c a r d s  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  f r e s h  r e c o r d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .
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SAFE ARRIVAL OF CARDS

I t  i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a l l  b a t c h e s  o f  c a r d s  f o r  1 9 8 5
appea r  t o  have  reached  Beech  c rove  sa fe l y .  Many  con t r i bu to r s  heeded
the  sugges t i on  o f  f i r s t  b i nd ing  l a rge  samp les  d  ca rds  w i t h  s t r i ng
o r  r ubbe r  bands ,  t hen  p l ac i ng  t hem i n to  a  po l y t hene  bag  be fo re  app l y i ng
the  ou te r  w rapp ing .  Be fo re  pos t i ng  t he  ha rd  won  resu l t s  o f  you r
cu r ren t  season ' s  f i e l dwo rk ,  p l ease  make  su re  t ha t  t he  ca rds  a re  i n
Voous  o rde r  ( as  l i s t ed  on  you r  summary  shee t )  and  t ha t  t h i s  shee t  i s
comp le ted  w i t h  you r  add ress  c l ea r l y  ma rked .  Many  t hanks .

FURTHBR HELP IN 1986

I t  i s  hoped  t ha t  t he  exce l l en t  r esponse  t o  t he  p l ea  f o r  ex t r a
he lp  w i t h  t he  scheme  i n  1985 ,  r esu l t i ng  i n  a  ve r y  f i ne  t o ta l  o f
3 I , 782  ca rds  comp le ted ,  w i l " 1  be  ma in ta i ned  i n  1986  and  subsequen t
s e a s o n s .  T h e  b r o a d  a i m  o f  t h e  s c h e m e  i s  2 0 , 0 0 0 ' q u a l i t y ' c a r d s  e a c h
yea r  f r om a l l  co rne rs  o f  t he  coun t r y .  ' eua l i t y '  ca rds  j . nc l ude
mu l t i - v i s i t  ones  and  t hose  whe re  t he  nes t  has  been  f o l l owed  t h rough
t o  o u t c o m e  ( s u c c e s s  o r  f a i L u r e ) .  T h e r e  i s  s c o p e  i n  1 9 8 6  f o r  i m p r o v e d
qua l i t y  o f  ca rds  whe re  t j -me  and  c i r cums tances  a l 1ow .  A1so ,  f u r t he r
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r t a r g e t '  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d ,

Many  o f  t hose  spec ies  wh i ch  dese rve  g rea te r  a t t en t i on  a re
w idesp read  b i r ds  o f  ga rden ,  f a rm  and  wood  -  Swa I I ow ,  Wren ,  M i s t l e
Th rush ,  Spo t t ed  F l yca t che r  and  Green f i nch  a re  good  exanp les .
You  may  we l l  be  ab le  t o  use  t he  spa re  ca rd  and  summary  shee t  enc losed
to  encou rage  a  f e l l ow  b i r dwa tche r  t o  he lp  -  t ak i ng  ca re  t o  gu lde  t he i r
f i e l dwo rk  i n  t he  f i r s t  i n s tance .  You  may  a l so  have  a  chance  t o  d i sp l ay
the  enc fosed  badge  t o  advan tage  i n  some  way .

I f  a t  any  po in t  you  run  ou t  o f  nes t  r eco rd  i ns t r uc t i ons ,  ca rds ,
summary  shee t s  o r  code  o f  conduc t ,  p l ease  v / r i t e  t o :
Dav id  G Iue  (Nes t  Reco rds  O f f i ce r )  o r  Mrs  Me rcedes  Tou r l e  (Ass i s t an t  t o
Nes t  Reco rds  o f  f  i ce r ) ,  B r i t i sh  T rus t  @eech  Grove ,
Tr inq,  f ler ts HP23 5NR.

DAVID GLUE

I ' l ay  I 986

BRIT ISH  TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY,  BEECH GROVE,  TR ING,  HERTPORDSHIRE
H P 2 3  5 N R .  T e l e p h o n e :  T r i n g  3 4 6 1 .


