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f )espi te the restr ic tet l  access to much of  the

coun t r ys i c l e  c l u r i ng  2001  we  s t i l l  r ece i ved  an

imp ress i ve  t o ta l  o f  20 ,980  nes t  r eco rd  ca rds

cover ing 164 species by the er . rd of  March 2002.

This tot t r l  was mi l l le  t rp of  contr ibut ions received

frorn JJ4 int l iv i . luel  ncst  recorr lers and 37 groups

of  rec,rr . lers.  As t rst ra l ,  tota ls for  d i f ferent  species

varied wiJcly - from single. recr>rds for Hau'finch

and Siskin to over i r  thousand cards for  Blackbird,

Swal low, Great  Ti t  and Blue Tt .

As expected, the number ofcards received and

the ntrmhcr t f ,rhservers taking part in the scheme

felldue tt-r the foot and mouth or,rtbreak. Horvever

there rv i rs good news in 2001 wi th a massive

increase in the number of  records received elec-

Number 18

tronical ly via the Integrated Popularion Moni-
toring Reporter ( lPlvlR) system. This vear the
neu' Constant Nest Monitoring Programme is
underway and we hope to continue t l-re develop-
nent of the nest record scheme, ensuring that the
data col lected by our dedicatc-cl nest recorders is
more valuable than ever in helping to shape con-
s e r v a t i o n  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  U K ' s  b i r d s .
Let's hope that 2002 will be a great seasrrn and
that the number of records wil l  bounce hack uo
above the 30,000 markl

A big thank you to all nest recorders for their
efforts during the dif f icult ies of 2OOl.

Nesf Recording in 2OOl

Nest Record Totals
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Welcon're to Nest Record News 18 - this is my opportunity to introduce myself as the new Nest
Records OfTicer and say hello to all nest recorders. I arrived at the BTO from working in the RSPB
office in North Wales and have been a keen birdu'atcher and naturalist for a long time. I have a
particular interest in Lapwing nesring and ecology, hold a trainee ringing licence and I am keen tt>
develop my ski l ls as a songbird nest f inder. I  am certainly looking forward t() meeting many of you
when any opportunit ies arise.

Like many other surveys, the Nest Record Scheme was hit  hard by the Foot and Mouth outbreak
and the impressive number of nest records in 2001 is a remarkable achievement. Hopeful ly 2002 rvi l l
be better than ever and I look forward to receiving record breaking numbers ofcards over the corning
year!

Andy Simpkin
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Contacts: Dr Humphrel Crick - oversees the NRS and tlata analysis, and can advise p(rtentirrl
analysts on methodology; Andy Simpkin - main point of contact for nest recorders and manages the
NRS data archive; Peter Beaven- helps with adrninistrat ion, answering queries and data processing;
David QIue - surnmarises rhe progress of each hree.iing season for articles in BTO Nells and provr.les

advice based on a long connection with, and an in-depth knowledge of the scheme; Angeb Rickard
- NRS administrat ion.

Nesr Recor.Js Unir, BTO, The Nunnery Thetford, Norfolk lP24 2PU.

Tel: (01842) 750050, Fax: (01842) 750030, Email :  andy.simpkin@bto.org
Web site: www.bto.org
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Yeor 2OOt Breeding Seqson Reporf
By Dovid Glue

Verv sadly,  imperat ive t rcccss restr ic t ions instal led

t o  h e l p  e l i m i n a t e  F o o r  a n d  M o u t h  d i s e a s e ,
seriously lirniteJ iiclthvol[ lr1' rnanl' nest recorclers

in 2001. Arguably,  th is u 'as the sadclest ,  most

f rustrat ing,  and test ing season in the 63-year

h i s t o r y  o f  t he  BTO 's  Nes t  Reco rJ  Scheme .

Nonetheless, 361 nest recorders u'ere able to make

: r  conce r t e t l  e f f o r t  on  t he i r  l o ca l  ' pa t ches ' ,

c()ntr ihut ing a r l t ru l . ly  pr i :ed samplc '  of  209E0 nest

histor ies.  Reporrs overal l  indicated a compact,

topsy-turvy brcc'rling season of mixe.l fortunes for

many species,  i ls  extrerrres of  u 'earher p layed a

m:r jor  ro le.  A cool  
' la te 'spr ing 

held back much

r res t i ng  ac t i v i t y  umong  res i den t s  and  sp r i ng

n r i g ran t s  r : l i k c  ( i n  c ( ) n t r i r s t  t o  r ecen t  l e i r r s ) ;
ct l - rs istent ly  h igh uater  lcvels af fected breeding
u' i ld fowl  ant l  ua. lers;  ccxr l  t lou 'n-p.rurs h i t  ncst

h0x - r r>c r s  r nJ  ( ' l ( n -nc r t i ng  p l s> t r i ne r i  : l e tmy

mid-sunrmer hcl t  in i t ia l lv  helped rnul t i - t  roodet l

insect ivores;  beforc intcnse Jul i  hc.at  und f i r - r l l lv

r r  cool  Scpternber prematurr ly  c lose. i  most  nest ing
()perat ions.

Ncst  rcc,r r . lcrs u 'ere u 'e l l  p laced to Jcscr i l .e

some intr iguing ch:rnges in status and bree. l ing

s i t es  use . l  bv  ho th  r a re  ' f l agsh ip '  
: r nd  rno re

abunJant species in 2001. On an upbcat  note,

r ange  ex tens i ( ) ns  no ted  i nvo l ved  Pe reg r i ne ,

Osp rey ,  iUc t l i t e  r r ; r nean  Cu l l ,  L i t t l e  Eg re t  and
avocet l l r . ) ( )ng Lrrhers.  On the debi t  s ide rvorr ies

mounteJ f t r r  threatened breeding pockets of  LIen

Ll i r r r icr ,  Lrpu i r - rg,  Tree Pipi t  : rnd Ret lst r i r t ,  and

more gr 'neral l l '  t i r r  Woodcock,  Cuckoo, ) 'e l low

Wagt l i I ,  WiI lorr  T i t ,  Lesser Spottecl  Woot lpecker

anJ m()re. Nest Rccord Car,ls srrbrnitted for these,

rnd other BTO'Target  Species ' ,  wi l l t lu ick lv hclp

ro quant i f_v any s igni f icant  changes rn nest ing
perforurancc i l tn{)ng species undergoing st : r tus

I o s s e s  a n . l  g a i n s  t o  h e l p  g u i r l e  r e m e d i a l

C(rnserViltl()n nlCrlSLlreS.

Ovenr l l ,  the vt 'ar  enhanced the t rend tou'arrds

i l  warmer c l i r r i i r te -  n() t  necessar i ly  to the benef i f

of  rhe UK\ brceding bi rds.  Comments on key

aspects f iom stelu ar t  Nest  Recorr lers in far  f lung

places i r rc luJc. l :  'Barn 
Ouland thrushes cgg- lay

early after u' inter losses' (Dumfries & Gallou'ay);
'Plovers, pipits irnd Reed Br-rnt ing thrive after
spring u'ashout'  (Cambs)l 'Song Thrush lnJ Sky-
lark make encouraging noises but Cuckoo irnd
hrt le Dove norv lost '  (Staffs); 'Kit t i rvakc, auks
r r n J  R o s e a t e  T e r n  c n j o y  l  h e t t e r  y e a r '
( N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ) ; ' s u c c e s s f u l  P e r e g r i n e ,
Common Tern and Rced Warblcr our bree,Jing
highl ights'  (LonJon); ' lare laying Creat Tits clcr
better but Pied Flys struggle' (Dc'r 'on); ' f rol i f ic

gerden Iilackbird anrl Robin slos'e.l by scorching
u'ctrther'  (Cwt'nedd) an.l  'mobile Cnrssbi l l  and
Siskin family part ies a good sign' (Highland).

Nest ing  grebes  ond ih rushes  de fy
New Yeor cold
T h e . v e a r  Z O 0  I  i l e m r , n s t r : r t e d ,  f o r  a  f i f t h
consecutive bree,l ing season, ho$' :r  mild rvinter
and earlv spring warmth, i l re n()t  necessari ly the
i. l t ' rr l  ingrt ' . l ients for ()\ 'cr ir l I  ncsting s,.rcccss.
B r e e d i n g  a c t i v i t ) .  r c m i r i n e t l  l o *  - k e  y  o v e r  a
remarkirbly mil ,J, largely fr,r . t- frce , i f  ve rv rvet
i lu tL rmn quar te r  dur ing  2r - lOt )  (Septcnr l .e r  t r r
November ) ,  enr rb l ing  a  sc i r t te r ing  o f  Hot rse
l r4ar t in ,  Dunnock ,  and Grecnf i r rch  to  t ledge
second broods, and a smuller nunrbcr t , iSrrr l lou',
Blackbird and S,rng Thrr.rsh to fle,lgc thirel frrnilies
into Octclber, helping to bolster another nrc(l i ()cre
tc rs , rn  f , t r  men1.  Ther t ' ; r f tq r , : r  l i u  i l c t i \ (  ncs ts
involvecl Great Crested Grebe, iv{rrllar.l an.l Barn
Orvl, along with \flooiJpigcon anll Ft'rirl Pirtctrn.
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October became increasingly unsett led, cul-
minating in an intense cyclone which crossed
central Bri tain t lur ing 28-3Oth, u' i th u in. ls gusting
to 90 knots. Though marginal ly. leeper than the
infamous Great Storm of October 1987, darnage
to humans and rvi ldl i fe rvas less severe. However,
rirfts and stick nests useil by colonial nesting Grey
Heron and con'ids ancl platforms and cavities used
long-term by Bu:;ar.l, Osprey, Goosancler, T.\wny
Oivl and Woodpecker u'ere dislodged or.lestroyed.
On Christmtrs Eve a bit terly cold 'arct ic '  blast
crossing N Scotlan,l, qLrickly brought mo.lest snow
accumulations and penetrat ing frosts (. loivn to -

l2C) from the Highlands south to the !?est
Country' ,  ef fect ively terrnineting nesting activi ty
in the Mil lennium \tar. Nature is quick to bounce
back, and as a southerly airflow in the third week
of the Nerv Year saw temperatures cl imb, Creat
Tit ,  Jackdaw, Ring-necked Parakeet trnd Robin
rvere observed claiming nest-sites, while Grey
Heron, Creat Crestc, l  Crebe and corvids were
busy refurbishing nests. Before the monrh's end,
Collared Dove trnd Feral Pigeon were reported
egg laying, along u'ith snirll nurnbers of Blackbird,
Song Thrush and Wootlpigcon within the wanner
microcl imate of suburbia.

Woterfowl ond owls hit  by winter
ch i l l  ond  spr ing  ro ins
ln most parts, Winter 2000/2001 was the most
;evere since trvin episorJes in an otherwise mild
1990s decade. W()rst \vere 10 snowv davs in
February  1991,  a  nor theas ter ly  S iber ian  b las t
causing heavy losses among coastal waders zrnd
vulnerable'passerines, inclr.rding Cett i i  Warbler
and Darrftrrd V/arf,ler (BTO News I 75: 9). Larer,
in Decernber 1995, a ueck of 'arct ic '  northerl ies
u ' i th  severe  r i  ind-ch i l l ,  h i t  Scot t i sh  wa. le rs , '
notably Re.lshank, Barn Owl and tender songbir.ls
(BTO News 201: 5,8). Fortunately, in Winter
2000/2001,cold snaps rvere general ly of short
duration, 3-5 . lays at most, with rel ieving milder
interlutles. Nonetheless, BTO surveyors and nest
recorders, rnainly in Scotland and N England,
attributed losses via vacant territories and nest
sites, among Barn Owl, Lit t le Owl, Stonechat,
Goldcrest, Crey and Pied Wagtai l  and others, to
severe rvinter weather-
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In late February and early Mirrch, spel ls of
'spring-l ike' heat prompted a scattering of egg-lay-
ing among Crey Heron, grehes, dabbling duck,
thrushes an.l  clovcs. Bcfore l \ larch \\ ' ls out,
completed clutches involving Peregrine, Raven,
Moorhen, Mistle Thrush anJ L,rng-tailctl Tit rvere
note\\'orthy. Hou'ever, a cool ltlarch, $ ith rvintery
spells, fol lowed by the col. lest Apri l  u idely since
1989, rvi th sleet, sno\\ ' ,  hai l  and he ar ' \ ' . lou'npours
ar r imes, prolonged the u intcrl ' fecl ln. l  held back
mzlny sulnrner visi tors, in contrast tr) the recent
trend towards earl ier bree,. l ing anJ Jebate ,rn

Global Warrning.

Torrent ia l  ra ins f ronr At lant ic  t roughs in late

Ap r i l ,  compounc l i ng  reco rd -b r cak ing  u  i n t e r

ra inf i r l l ,  had a mixed impact  on bree. l ing success.

Barn Osl  u ' i t lc ly  and Long-eared Orvl  local ly ,

enJured a general ly  poor year,  as l ' r igh r i 'a ter  levels

in p i r r ts  excluded favoured smal l  mamrnal  prey.

E l se *he re ,  coas ta l  nes t i ng  Sho r t - ea red  Ow l

e.xploired e.rposed abundant rodent prey.rn d1'kes

an, l  banks.  Over t ime the extra wet land habi tat

created in p laces was used by Water Rai l ,  Cur le iv,

Snipe,  Redshank and plovers.  High r i 'a ter  tahlcs,

i r l ong  r v i t h  hab i t a t  c rea t i on  anc l  p r ( ) t c c t i on

mei lsures,  lcd to a welcome recovery in brce. l ing

numbcrs of  Bi t tern,  Sl t rvonian Crcbc and Black-

ta i led Godwit .

Tits ond worblers suffer qs spring
stufiers olong
Welcorne warm and sunny  ep isodes  in  May
f:rvoured many breeding resident insectivores and

t:' ,
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summer visi tors al ike'.  Migrants f looded back, in
v i r r i a b l e  s r r e n g t h ,  n o t r b l y  d u r i n g  h o t  a n d
surprisingly hun.r id spel ls from 1O-13th and 22nd-
lOth. Ne.st ing activi ty and song c)trtput among
u'arblers, f lycatchers and pipits rvas frenetic, but
frustrat ingly short.  The r ich mix of u'arm shou'crs
an.l dry intcrlu.les far',rured many soil invertebrirtes
a n d  m a n y  b i r t l  s p e c i e s  t h a t  f e e d  o n  t h e s e
invertehrates - Rook, Magpie, Jackclaiv, Robin,
thrushes anJ Starl ing - f ledged init ial  large broods.
The elements rvere not always favourable. Winter-
l ike cl i i l l  on 1?th, and some troFical deluges at
t imes in mi. ldle and end of May, su'amped nests
and led to chi l led broods for Mute Srvan, Crey
Lleron, grey geese, duck, oFen-nesting Skylark and
Ree.l Bunting, as a 'stop-go'season stuttered along.

A relat ivelv warm Jr,rne (a cooler and sunless
Scotland exccpted), with uelcome dryness, was a
rnixed blessing for many. Cool northwcsterly
rvinds init ial ly depresseJ lan'al insect food supplies
(espec ia l l y  de fo l ia t ing  ca terp i l la rs )  fo r  s ing le -
broo,led t i ts, Treccreeper, Nuthatch and Creat
Sprrtted Wr.o. lpeckcr. Chil led clutches, part i tr l
hrot d losses and proLrnge'.I fletlging periods were
regular features, notat lv arnong r irs \ \ 'hich had-
over-rvintered lvi t lely in strength, bolstered by
b u m p e r  b e e c h  r n a s t  a n . l  a l l i e d  s e e . l  c r o p s .
Conrpeti t ion for nestboxes betrveen them and late
aniving Pied Flvcatchers u'as locrlly intense. Some
chil ly nighrs in mid June, and thur-rt lery do\\ 'npours
Jur ing  11- l6 th  h i t  insec t -seek ing  uarb le rs ,  p ip i ts
and f inches. Wetland nesting Dipper, Kingfisher,
SanJ Mart in and rvagt:r i ls lost br.rods in f ' lash
floods, but rnany reFeaterl successfully, often from
the lTth as gathering high pressure provi. led a
*'elcorre respite. Nlany cozrstal breeding gul ls and
t e r n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  R o s e i r t e )  e n j o y e d  a  m o r e
productive summer, inlan.l  r tr f t  anJ roof-top
nesting colonies shou' ing, on bal irnce, an upturn
in fortunes. Encourtrgingly, Spotted Flycatcher and
Rec.r l  Warbler returned to Regent's Park, Inner
London, and bred successful ly after a lengthy
absence. On the negirt ive side, study populat i .rns
locally sulfered at the hantis ofvarious hyper-active
pre,lators: Common Gull  (Hightantl) ,  Lit t le Tern
(N Wales) and House Mart in (Bucks) were lost to
r.,gue fox, Kestrel and rveascl respectively.

Roptors ond hirundines f lour ish
shorl-term in summer heoi
Consistent ly ,  f rom late J ' . rne,  through ju lv unt i l

la te August ,  pulses of  hot  an. l  humiJ r t i r  dnuln

up f rom lber ia i rnd the t ropicr l  At l r rnt ic  brought

steamy heat rvaves intersperseJ wi th monsoon-

l ike .Lrunprrurs.  ln i t i l l ly ,  thc , : le inents helped

mirny resident insectivores an.l secdcaters - Wren,

thrushes,  L innet  and \ t l louh:rnrmer proi i t ing.

Ongo ing  f r ce - f l y i ng  b rooc l s  , r f  L i t t l e  G rcbe ,

Kestre l .  L i t t le  Ou'1.  Creat  Ti t  anr l  Sr . i ' i f t  u 'ere

indicat ive of  much late nest ing.  
'F lagship ' r rptors

cont inued to prosper.  Extr i r  l i rn i ta l  pairs r t f  Red

Kite enhancc. l  the remarkahle UK tota l  of  410

pa i r s  - . u r veyed  i n  N i i l l enn iu rn  Yea r .  Osp rey

returned to breecl in Englan.l irfter an absence

e x c e c d i n g  2 t l 0  \ ' e n r s )  p t r i r s  a L o n g s i d e

Bassen thu l i t e  Lake  (Cumbr i a )  anJ  Ru t l and
'lVater 

raising single yc,ur-rg each, and the stzrge is

set  for  a substant iaI  r l 'c( ) loni :at ion.  Peregr ine

turned increi rs ingl-v to ntan-made structures f ( l r

nest  s i tes (sorne - i0 s i tcs occr. rp ieJ across UK),  the

most- \ \ ' i r tched p:r i r  atop Bnttersea Porver Stat ion

(Central  Lorr . lon),  u hcre four voung f ledged.

D A The/weli
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As sear ing  hear  in rens i f ieJ  in  la te  Ju ly ,

ternperarures regularly topping 30, broken onLy
hy c<tol inrerltrc/es {ntm thttn,lir rnrughs, n ,nr.p
dou.nrurn u,as noted in nesting operations ff f
Blackblrd, Robin, scrub and leJ *lorbl.r. ,  Tr. l .
Spirrrou' and buntings. A few Kingfish"r, 'Li . , i .
R inged PIover ,  N igh t ja r  an t l  Re le , . l  Warb le r
successful ly reare.. l  second brcrorls into Augu-st
uhi le a feu' Swallorvs, Song Thrush an.l  Si,ck
Dove t leJged subsequent farni l ies. Th.r*f; ; ; ,
dominanr chi l ly norrherly u, in,Js in the co.., lest
Septernbtr widely since 1994, f , . ,reshortene.l  a
tardy brecding scasrrn. A fcw dererrninetl seabirds,
h i rund ines  anJ  doves  ra ised la te  b roo . ls  bu t
unst.ast ' lnahly cold northeasterlv wint ls from 19-
26th Septt-rnber led ro reports of tleacl chicks anJ
orphanc.d y' , tung Stock Dove and House Mart in.
l v lany  v is i to rs  ha , l  , , ,aca te , l  b reed ing  haunrs

l l ]" ,TIt, .a 
rhin sclrr(r irrg ,rf  rcsiJent nlr, ' l  clr*, i ,

L r t l l x lg \ l  L \ rve  l l r J  Wrr r lp lg r , l rn  u .e re  ah le  t , r  r ; rkc
advantage of 'recor. l-break ing Indian Surnmer hear
in October, as a general l l ,  r :nsirt isfactory l-reecl ing
st 'ason f irr  mlny species peferct l  out.

T)AVID CLUE

Derel Robernon

2001
Nesf Record Mifestones Pqssed in

The records frrr rhe Z00l season inclu,le,l nest rec<.,r.I lanclmrrks ftrr sL_....., species. probahly the mostexcit ing is ir  nc*'  species for the scheme - Lit t le Egret. Mrs J.Pritclrurtr pr.r. iJct l  sc'c-n nesr rec.r;s f trrl i t t le egret taking the total-number.tf  .p;. i" ; ; ; ." . i  by th" scrrenre ro 3n j111|psssj1.c lJZ. These

; : : : i t  
* i l l  sure ly  be  the  f i rs t . f  m; iny  as  rh is  de l ighr t l t  spcc ics  cor r in , , . , , , , . r r , , , . ' , t  i t s  b rced ing

Other landrnarks in Z00l -the Z,0O0,r,Crey Heron crme fronr lvlerseysicle Ringing Croup antl  the7'000'h Eit ier cirme f iom The National Trrr, ,  Fnrn. ' l r l lncls. D.war. len pr.r. ided rhe 17,000,h co.r,the contributicrn from rhe Brook and C,rot. in.iuJ.cl rhe I 4,000,h n*.f. ,,^f ,i"'f 6,000,r, Starling andthe 6000'h WI'ritethroat cirme from the Louch n.,.iThn,r.,pr,rr., team. Both sprrrow species reachedhighpoints uith the 1_l,0OO,h L{ouse Spirrrorv 
""J 

, f-)" lg,0O0,h Tr.." Sp,,rr,rrr, . , . . ,urresy of Nl iss VKingirnJ J'Te rry re-specri'er1'. p.N.warrs pro'itrecr ,r,. r,ooo,^ yeilou. wagtail, R.wrrrtr the 60,ooo,h creatTit  antl  f inal ly PRoe submitted both the 14,000'h Greenfinch an.l  t l re schcnres 55,000,h Sr.val l , ' r . .
6



Lofesf Trends from fhe Nest Record
Scheme

The niany thousmtds of  nest  records u 'e reccive

each  yea r  a l l o r v  t r s  t o  mon i t o r  ho$ ,  \ \ ' e l l  ( ) L l r

b r e e , J i n g  b i r . l s  a r c  f c r f o r m i n g  f o r  t h e  U K
government.  Any species shrru ' ing s igni f icant

Jecl ines in breedir- rg pcr lonnance are the subjecr

of  a ler ts to the UK\ Joint  Nature Conservar ion

Cornur i t tee,  th is rnf t r rmat i r rn c ln then be useJ to

help deci . ie h,r rv ant l  i lhcre rc ' r  spcnd ."  i ta l

conservat ion fun. l ing.

Thcsc l . r tcst  resul ts f rom the Nest  Rec.rrd

Schenre . l t - r ive f i r r rn analvsis un, ler taken for  thc
rveb-base. l  re lorr  'BrceJ 

ng Birds of  the Wi. ler

Coun trys ide 2 00 I ( u'rl'u',bto.org/birdtrends ) an,l

inc lude data f rom the 1 'crr  2000.

There l r re currenr ly e ight  species on the Nest
Recor, ls  , { lcr t  L i : t  i )nJ thc rcccnr analvsis shows
that  for  s ix :pecics t l . rc  , , r 'er i r l l  do\ \ 'n\ \ ' r l r . l  t rcnJ in

bree. l ing Ferfor tn l t t tcc h. ts not  chirng.-d,  but  f , r r

one,  the l innet ,  thcre r l rc  son)e l . rornis inq s igns,r f

sh()r t  term imprrrvcnrcnt .  Thc tc l r  rhe species

f i rst  appeare. l  on rhc NRS Alcrr  l is t  is  proi ' ided

in parenthesis:

Reed Bunt ing (1991):  The proport ion of  nesrs
ia i l i r - rg at  the cgg srrrge hus increased f rorn 1 l9{ ,  to
37% s ince  1968 .  A l t hoL rgh  un l i ke l y  t o  have

ct  ntr i t 'u ted to ths 5t . . i . :  topulat ion, . lec l ine th is

incrczrse in nest  l ( )sses mav be hold ing back any
potcntial recover\'. In lt-lO0 the failure rirre \\'i ls

espec ia l l y  h i gh  u i t h  j us r  ove r  ha l f  ( 52%)  o f  a l l

nests fa i l ing uhen ncsrs containc 'd eggs.

Linnet  (  1991 ) :  Thc year 1000 wrrs re lat ively goo. l

f i r r  th is species dcspi te rhe average fa i lure rate of

ncsts increirsing fr,rrr 38%' to 53"/o. ln fact egg

st i rge fa i lure rates hi rve i r i len steadi ly  for  the l i rs t

five years frorn 3 7')(, in 1996 to 1 7%, in 2000 - the

Io r ves t  on  r cCo rJ .  l t  u ' , r u l d  ? rppea r  t ha l  r he

frospects for  the l innct  arc looking br ighter ,  ers

shoun by a rc 'cent  s l ight  upturn i r r  i ts  pt tpulat i t tn

t rend.
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IV{oorhen (1992):  Increases in egg stage f i r i lure

r i l tes t r ( )m l  l " { ,  to 4 l t /o anJ decl ines in nvenrge

c l u t c h : i : c -  m a v  i n . l i c a r e . l e c l i n e s  i n  b o t h  t h e
qu:r l i t r '  . rn. l  ( lu i rnr i tv  of  u ' t r ter  b,r . l ies at ' i r i lable as

ncsturg habir l t .  Popul i r t ions hl rve decl inet l  on

tarnr l rn. l  C(rumon Bird Census plots i rnt l  have

i lLrctutr re t l  r r  i t le lV rr l r  \ \ ' i t terwavs moni tored by the

\Tutcru irvs 13irJ Srrrve'y.

Red-throated Diver (  1 995):  Sincc 1980 egg stage
f i r i lurc rercs h.r r ,c  increasc. l  f rom 13' I t  to 40' ) ( .
This is  i r  spec ics l i . tc . l  as hr iv ing an "unf i rvourable

c()nscrvat i ( )n st i l tus rn Errr , rpe" t r t r t  t rnfcrr t t rn i r te ly

u 'e reccive t (x)  fc \ \ '  rec()r r ls  t r )  bc able to moniror

breecl ing pert , r rmance suf l ic ient lv  $ 'c l l .

Laprv ing (  1995):  The overal l  fa i lure ratc ofncsrs

,r t  thc chick srage has increascd f rom 40' /o to 49%r
since 1968. H()wever 2000 uas rhe uorsr  year on

rtcortl rvith 6l'I' of nest-. failing at the egg stirge -

possibl,v ilue to the cold april rveather thar aff-ecte.l

rhe UK.

Ringed Plover (  1 996):  Fai lure rnte at  the crg stage

has incrcase. l  f rom 517o to 67?i , ,  possih ly, iue r t - r

hurnan. l is turb: lnce i t t  i ts  nest ing s i tes rvhich are
() i tc11 l ( )c i l tL-( l  areas of  h igh recreat i t -xr i r l  usage.
Th i s  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  wo r r y i ng  as  r he  b reed ing

l . i ,pulat ion is  n() t  m()ni tored by any other scht-rne

in the UK and the Nest  RecorJ Schenre pro '" ' i r les

the r ,n lv source t  f  i l r format ion orr  th is specics

r lur ing the sLl lnmer months.

Wi l low Warbler  (  1998):  Nest  fa i lure r : r res zrr  rhe
chick stirge hrn'e increased fron l8'/o rc' 26tlo an.l

th is rnay u 'e l l  be a factor  in the current  pr)pul i l t i ( )n

.lecline, the Constirnt Effort Sites Scheme has ulso
sho* r r  u . l ec l i ne  i n  p roduc r i v i t y  f o r  t h i s  spec ies  i n

reccn t  ye i r r s .  Nes t i ng  success  r vas  ac tua l l v

re lat ivc lv go,r . l  in  the year 2000.

Yel lorv Wagtai l  ( i999):  Average brood s i :e has

dec l i ncd  by  nea r l y  ha l f  a  ch i ck  s i nce  1968 ,  t h i s
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may be a fact t - r r  in the populat ion decl ine shos'n

by the BTO's Waterways Bird Survey. This is

anothcr species u here nest  record sample s i ;es are

sma l l  and  more  ca rds  a re  neede r l  t o  n ron i t o r

breeJing perforrnance effectively.

Many of  the 70 species moni tored by the Nest

Rec.rrd Scheme har. 'e sh.ru,n improvements in

some aspects oi breeding performance over the

p a s t  3 0  y e a r s .  C l u t c h  s i z e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d

signi f icant ly  fcrr  l3 spccies,  brcxr t l  s i :e f t r r  27

species, nest survival at the egg stage for J4 species

:rn, l  at  t l - re chick stage f t r r  15 species.  These

improvements are assocrated rv i th increases in

popu la t i on  s i : c  ( e .g .  Nu tha t ch  and  Co l l a red

D o v e )  a n d  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f

organochlor ine pest ic ides,  such as DDT, in the

cnv i r onmen t  ( e .g .  Spa r rohawk  and  Bu : za rd ) .

l - lou ever in some cases these improvcments h:rve

r ) ccu r r€d  as  popu la t i ons  have  dec l i ned  (e .g .

Ycl l , lvhammer and BLr l l f inch) -  th is is  probabl l '

because the species havc L.een Lrst fiorn pcrorc-r

L . r ecJ rng  a re i r s .  The  c ( rnVe r r c  i r r gumen t  i s  a

reasonable explanat ion for  the decl ines in nest ing

success for  some increi rs i r rg species (e.g.  Nl t r te

Su'an and Creat llt). As these species spread intcr

less sui table areas overal l  breeding pt ' r fonnance

nr ly Jt -c l ine.

The Yeqr 2OOO
I'he hreeding season in 2000 started u ith a warm
early spring, f.rl loweJ b1'a cold April and mixed
\ \ 'eather in May and June. Eleven of  the species

anir lysed la id s igni f icant ly  ear ly in 2000, wi th 5

species recording their  c 'ar l iest  aver i lge laying date

since 1968 (Reet l  Bunt ing,  Robin,  Scdge u 'arbler ,

Spotted Flycatcher and Star l i r . rg) .  Only four

spec i r - s  s t a r t ed  l ay i ng  s i g r - r i f i can t l y  l a t e r  t han

usuai .Average c lutch s i :es tenr leJ to be large,

probably as a resul t  of  the uarm ci r r ly  spr ing,  wi th

5111 -spccies laying s igni f icant ly  large c lutches and

on l v  t h ree  l ay i ng  s i gn i f i can t l y  sma l l e r  c l u t ches

than normal. However the cold $'et \\'cather later

in the season seems to have taken i ts  to l l  on

average brood s i :es -  18 species suf tered f rom

signi i icant ly  smtr l l  broo. l  s i :es an. l  t rn ly Z specres

enjoy 'ed s igni f icant ly  large broods.

Ctrmplete nest  fa i lures were general ly  \4 ' i th in

e r p e c t e d  l c v e l s ,  b u t  B u l l f i n c h  s u f f e r e J

B

signif icantly high fai lure r irrcs ar the chick stage,
u'hi le Chaff inch (chlck stage), Song Thrush (egg

stage) and Wil lou'Warbler (chick sttrge) enjoyed
signif icantly lou,er fai lure rates than nornral- l t
\ \ 'as one of the u..rst ) 'ears ()n record (since 1968)
for Crow, Garden Warbler, Greenfinch, Grey
Heron, Crey Wagtai l ,  Meir. l trrv Pipit  and Pied
Wagtai l .

Hopeful ly these results gi le some idea of the
imporrance of 1'our nest recr)rd cilrds anil the vital
role plryed by the Nest Record Scherne in shaping
conservirt iLrn pol icy for bir, ls in the UK.

Top Nest
Recorders in 2OOl
Desp i t e  t he  p r t , h l c rns  o f  t hc  f t r o t  and  mc lu th

oLl tbrcak mirny nest  recor. lcrs st i l l  managecl  to

submit  imprcssive tota ls of  nest  h istor ies.  L isted

be lo r v  a re  t he  49  reco rJe rs  and  g roups  uho

contr ibuted rn,r rc thnn 100 ncst  records in 20t11.

Ntrt i ,rnul Tnrst Frrrrre lslanJs

J.8.,A.. Brook S. R.C. Co,rke
D.War.len
Merseysi. lc Ringing CroLrp
R. Loucl-r & D. Thr'rlps,,r-t
R. Darrson
R.W. Craingcr
R.L .  Suann
Birklentls Ringing Croup
R.W. Coff
[ .  Proctor
M. Merdo*'s
Calf tr f  Man BirJ Ohscrvat,,ry
Rye Meads Ringing Cirorrp
R. WarJ
R. Stevens
D.N4. Francis
D. W. Oliver
C.A. Vaughan
P. Roe
l. RanJall

l .  & N4. Hotlson

7196
l  778
730
687
455
453
4 1 8
342
332
305
347
300
286
233
z 1 9
z t2
1 8 5
184
165
160
1 5 1
1 5 0



Nesl Record News

I .  & P.  Hi ldred 148
WWT Welney 147
N. J. Lewis 144
D. lv'lercer 143
A.G. Starnp 143
D. J. Trigg 147
E.D. Cameron 140
N{.D. Russell \34
PJ.  Johnson l l3
J .  &  C .  Ho l t  l Z9
R.J. Haycock 125
Lancs & District Birdwatching Sociery 124
Bristol Natur:.rl History Society l l4

R. lr4orton

J.M.S. Le*' is
D. Holman
M. Carrier
R.A.  Jenk ins
South Derbyshire Ringing Group
R.J. Lanarvay

J .  Ca l l ion
C. Lorve
M.l-1. Rrrgers
LM. Spence
East Dales Ringing Croup
N.  Win ter
D.A.  Myers

120
1 1 8
r09
i08
108
1 0 7
105
102
102
102
1 0 1
1 0 1
100
100

Monfhly Coverqge
Tir  g ive the complete picture of  bree, l ing succcss for  our b i rds we need nest  recorders to f ind an, l
monitor nests for the full breeding selrson of oLrr ntrtive species. lu'fany bircls sr2rrt to nest in March and
son iespec iescon t i nuenes t i ng in toOc t , . be ran , l hevon . l l  I t i s ve ry impo r tan r rh2 t t \ \ ' e i nc l ude reco rds

for  as many of  these ear ly an. l  la te nesrs as possib le in our anal .vs is and u 'e rvould theretbre encourage

al l  keen nest  rec,rrders to kecp f inr l ing nests a l l  1 'ear long.  The graph beklv shou's rnonthly recording

ei for t  by obserr ,ers in 2001 besed on s lu l ln l r l r ) , forrns returned to the Nest  Recorcl  uni t .  l t  is  good to see
that  over 5O9l '  of  nest  rcc,r rJcrs st i l l  spcn. l  at  least : r  t 'erv days searchng for  nests in Julv an. l  August .
I t  is  a lso u ' t r r rh not ing thar o l .servrr  e i f t r r t  in  lOtr l  u. ' i l l  har-e been inf luence, l  heavi ly  by foot  and
rnouth c l isease and the associ i r ted acccss l i rn i tut ions.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT

tr Most Days 3 Few Days r No Days
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Species Totols for Nest Record Scheme

Species pre-2000 2000 2001 Total

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Lit t le Crcbe
Great-creste. l  Crebe
Rc.l-neckeil Crebe
Sla',  onian Crcbe
Black-necke.l  Grebe
Fuhnar
lr'lanx She arir ater
Leach's Petrel
Storm Petrel
Cannct
Corrnorant
Shag
Bittern
Litt le Egret
Night Heron
Crcy Heron
Sp.xrnbi l l
Mute Srvan
Whooper S,"i'nn
Bar-headed Crxrse
Crcylrrg Coose
Snou 'Coosc
Barnacle Coosc
Cana.lir Coose
Eg1'pt ian Coosc
Shel, luck
lv'landtrrin
Wigeon
Ca.lwall
Teal
Mallard
P in ta i l
Shoveler
Pochard
Tufted Duck
Eider
Common Scoter
Goldeneye
Rcd-bre.rsteJ Merganscr
Coclsan.le r
Ru,l.ly Duck
Honey Bu::ard
Red K i te

23t9
207

2105
3534

I
1 E 2
l0

6t46
336

7
88
3 3

1 906
r 0960

l6

l
6241

I
5605

t ]
t

6+t
E

t6
.l5lrr

ttl
3 t /
414
rE l
l J  /

224
6460

t3
174
148

I Z l E
6091

+)
zt l
7i5
285
l -18
40

43

69'-r

l t t
4
I

19

8
149

i
4

1 l
1
6
l

1 3 6

1 1
7

z l
903

2

i 5 5
5 7

3 7
681

i

106

100

I
l 4

+
I

l c l

1
9

1 0
545

2338
7 \ i

74r5
3674

I
1 8 9

J U

6434
395

7
92
l l

l  959
r 2 t 1 1

l9
7
l

7037
7

5860
t 7
5

688
E

4 1' t l

3 E  1 4
94

) I I

430
184
t47
728

E697
Z3

186
164

I  r 4q

i  541
L+)

7r6
278
19l
t47
6i
7 l

9
7

+ )
5Z

1 U

4
65
E8

1 l l
l

4

1 6
6+S

I

l
l ) )

5
I
5

4
l 0
15

4
7
A
T

5
l 3
1 3

t 0
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Spec ics pre-2000 2001 Tirtal

lviarsh Llarrier
l len Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Goshau'k
Sparro*'hau'k
(lommon Bu::ard
Col. len Eagle
Osprcy
Kestrel
Mcr l in
t lobby
Percgrine
Re.l Crouse
Ptarrnigan
Black Cr,rr,rse
Capercai l l ic
Re.l- legged Partr i . lge
Grey Partr iJge

Quai l
lhcasant
Ct, lJcn Pheasant
Water Rail
Corncmke
lVloorhen
C,rot
O1'stercarcher
Bluck-rvingeJ Sri l t
Avocet
St,rne Curlew
Litt le Ringctl  Plovt-r
RingcJ Plover
Kcntish Plover
[)ottere I
Colden Plover
Lapri ing
Purple Santlpiper
Dun l in
Cornrnon Snipe
Woodcock
Black.tai lcd Cotlrr ' i t
Wl.r imbrel
Curlew
Retlshank
Crecnshank
Wood Sandpiper
Common Santlpiper

60
t559

53
680

5 1 8 8
) : t )

498
7 l

7rr09
1202

702
?.530
837
1 3 1
7 7
82

460
841

l 6
2 l l t

6
.s7
l0

2 \ i 7 J
16347
1 5 1 9 9

I
6 1 8
410

20  l 8
9 1 8 1

1 9
2 5 2
867

24787
4

5 5 1
1 7  1 4
634
l0
OU

2929
2598

1 5 9
7

1 482

5
5 t

63
o )

zzr
1 B
I

t 7z
1 1 9
58
i8

i

I
I

I

1 l

A
f

397
491
755

30

8l
1 5 r

105
43
34
63

I

l

4

2 l

7

73
r645

5J
?81

5297
5580
528
72

7286
3364
794

267 |
8 1 8
1 l l
79
8 l

163
846

I 6
L r 6 9

6
98

7887
1 7l t-r0
l  5586

I
65L
410

2163
9447

t 9
?.53
8 8 1

2  5285
4

558
I  7 5 1
645
t ;
(rr-l

2952
2i68
1 5 9

2
1 503

8
3 5

40
t o

r46
I Z

26i
l 6 l
t 3 l

62
r08

1 3 5

l 1
6
5

6
1 t
/ a

I 4
368

7
26
5

1 7
96

17.
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Species pre-2000 2000 2001 Total

Red-necked Phalarope
Arctic Skua
Great Skua
L i t t le  Cu l l
Black-headed GLrl l
Mediterranean Gull
Common Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Her r ing  Gu l l
Greater Black-backed Gull
Kit t iwake
Lesser Creste.l Tern
S:rndwich Tern
Rcrscate Tcrn
Common Tcrn
Arct ic Tern
Litt le Tlrn
Cr-r i l lemot
Ra:orbi l l
B lack  Cu i l lemot
Puffin
Rock Do"'e
Feral Pigeon
Stock Dove
Woorl Pigcon
Collared Dove
Ttrrtle Dove
Ring-neckecl Parakeet
Cluckoo
Barn Owl
Lit t le Ou' l
Thu'ny Ou'l
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Oi.r'l
Nightlar
S* ift
Kingfisher
Wryneck
Green Wcxrdpecker
Crcat SlotreJ WtroJpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Woodlark
Skylark
Sand Mart in
Srval low

\ 67
361
400

3
9606

8
5r57
457 |
6977
341.9

r7459
5

1 8 1 1
758

6280
8896
5548
I  1 1 0
1  1 7 1
r462
528
5 l l

) ,157
801 l

2 5601
4466
1955

48
z  108
5089
t9t4
9085

774
380

t564
I i40
635
73

375
r 280
1 9 1

1302
7991
1 7  5 9

579r7

I

3 7
t 0
39
8

\ 7 6
1 l

6.q I

) )
26)
+ t +
229

1
5 7
29

t25

44

J O )

1 1 1

167
361
400

1
9647

I S
5  l 0 i
459 I
7 145
3441

I  1986
5

1 8 1 1
837

6i  43
9El3
599 l
l t 1 1
I  28?
t574
701
5 1 1

7 2 2 2
8554

26959
4733
2019

49
2r49
5930
7034
97  13
736
389

1  641
1 8 1 6
649
73

l  l 6 l
2 0 1

r437
8072
2085

56r44
9192

9
l l
4 1

t 7
646

36
298
684
r4r
59

76
501
86

J ia
5
7

34
3 7
9

59
33
50

29
743
473
t?6

5
1

l 5
t40
34

258
7
7

+)
39
5

I 6
I t
l

46
33
33

1 200
House Mar t in  90?9

1 6
48

89
48

793
2027
776

t l
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SL'ecies pre-2000 2000 z00r Total

Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Yellow Wagtiril
Grey Wagtai l
Pied Wagtai l
Dipper
Wren
Dr,rnnock
Robin
Nightingale
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Ring Ou:el
Blackbird
Fielclfare
Sor.rg Thrush
Redlving
Mist le Thrush
Cett i 's Warbler
Crirsshopper Warbler
Savi 's Warbler
Se.lge Warbler
i!1arsh !?arbler
Reed Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Carden Warbler
Blackcap
\Vood Warbler
Chiffchaff
Wil lou'Warbler
Coldcrest
S . , . r r . , l  F l . ' . " r . h . .

Pied Flyctacher
Bearded Tit
Long-tai led Tit
Marsh Tit
Wil low Tit
Crested Tit
Coal llt
BlLre Tit

I 687
9158
787
994

5689
9456
9568

1 5067
29737
20063

467
161

6300
) ) 5 4

3  1 6 5
3 7  1 5
1 689

1 27586
7

72698
1 1 3

7800
28

373
Z

4706
l68

\3692
467
848

591  I
t997
3401
7411
7946

17561
804

10657
3795r

t"07
5507
1 4 1 8
46r
4r6

517 5
88327

148
90
67

1358

590
7

1 0 7

3
I

46

787
1 6
1 3
80
39
82
3 1

1 1 3
r74
l 3

134
1029

69
1 5 0
7 7
8

1 9
t14

O L

47
7

79
38

1 0 1
ZE

746
262
366

z
l

40
39
67
28
Z

1 013

509

64

8

48

4Zr
5

1 7
tzl
35
67
3 Z
92

1 1 8
t 0

132
463
1 9
99
78
6
2

106

1 806
9493
801

1 025
584 1
9748
9193

r5592
30264
20840

467
t69

648 1
7j84
1380
3833
l  758

t79977
7

7 3797
1 1 5

797 r
2 8

384
4

4800
l6E

14900
463
878

6 r 1 2
7066
3545
7474
3 1 5 1

1 2853
877

10923
39443

794
5756
r473
475
4)7

5395

5 7
E8
t 2
7

t14
1 9 1
197
279
765
4 1 1

3
4

1 4 1
9 l

1384 2526 91217
t 3
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Spcc ies pre-200t-l 2000 200 I Tirtal

Great Tit
Nuthatch
Tieecrec.per
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike

J n y
Magpie
Chough

Jackdarv
Rook
Carrion Crow
lloo,led Crow
Raven
Starl ing
LIouse Sparrow
'lree 

Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Coldfinch
Sisk in
Linner
T*'ite
Redpoll
Parrot Crosshi l l
Cornnron/Scorrish Cro-ssbi I  I
Bul l f inch
Hau'f inch
Snow Bunting
Yell . lvhammer
Cir l  Burrt ing
Reed Bunting
Corn Bunting

55961
3366
2432

4 1
756

1527
7 6  r 8
699

t v + !

I  35S3
7332
1 t74
3 538

r5546
12774
1  7 0 1 9
z r97  5
13816
3123

85
2 7180

t o l

1 3 1 . 1
4

l t l
5533
190
202

7261
255

7832
934

2653
1 1 1
49

1 8
I3?,
l 6

212
t6 l
l l l

5
1 5 6
25i
192
723
345
156
55

271

l 1

I
129

3

257

40
1 2

1 3
l 1 4
l 8

l l l
473
74
7

44
2 2 8
r6s
5 1 9
2i7
179
' i)

I
135

Z
t 7

78
1

6 5

46
t 7

60557
3580
1508

1 I
l ) 6

r  j i s

7.s6+
/ ' i J

iJ85
14773
7 537
I  1 3 1
3 718

16031
r 1084
1 8 2 6 1
).7597
l4t7 1
3723

E6
277S6

.361
1 3 4  l

4
154

57 40
194
202

75 i8
) 5 5

7 9 1 8
963
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Species highl ightecl  are those uset l  u ' i th in the BTOs Intcgrate. l  l , ,pul . r t i , ,n \11inrr( , r l r . r !  I ' r , ,srurnrne.
O the r  spec ies  a re  a t l t l e t l  as  f i : . ds  a l l o * ' bu r  t he r r  r eco rJs  s t : l J  p r , ' , : i Je  . r  r , r l r r . r l - l t . r r ! h r \ (  f , , r  l i r r . r c
gener ' r t ions '  T i l t r ls  f i r r  pre-2000 a 'd ZO00 ha'e change. l  s ince th, , .c  prrr . r tc . l  rn \c. t  F.rc, , r . l  -1. i r t :
No.  17 due to the at ld i t ion of  cards receivcd nr  rhe BTO i r i rcr  \ l : r rc l . r  l r . r . .  l .  The rr r t r r l  t i r r  rOtt l
inc ludes al l  cards rc 'ceivecl  up ro and including J l  March l f r_r l .
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lnfegrqted Populotion Monitoring
Reporter (IPMR) Updofe

IPlv ' lR enal . lcs nest  recor. ]ers to enter  their  nest  observar ions J i rect ly  onto compurcr  instead of  usi r rg

nest  rec,rr . l  car . ls  an. l ,  i r t  the end of  the season, nest  rccords are suhmit ted to t l ie  BTO clectronic i r l l ! '
v i aem i r i l o ronad i sk .  Thesys tema l l ousnes t reco r . l e r s tokeeppe rmanen t r cc ( ) r ds ( r f nes t r cco r , l r l i r t a

col lectc. l  each season and i t  can also he use. l  to p lan nest  v is i ts ,  prot luce reports anJ c l lcrrLr te
product iv i ty  stat is t ics.

Ncst  record submissions f rom IPN' IR are easi ly  lc ,at le. l  in to the BTO's nest  record . latabase i rnJ

this rer luces the nest  record scheme's data input  cr ,sts by a s igni f icrnt  amounr.  Thcref 'ore increaseJ

use of  the lPiv lR s lstem et ' rables the BTO to han. l le and process nest  records morc quickly ar-rJ

ei f ic ierr t lv  th i rn ever bcfore -  provid ing tht 'necessary r l i r ta to moni tor  the breecl ing pert i r r rnance of

Br i ta in 's h i r . ls .

The nunrber of  nest  records submit ted v ia IPi \ {R increased mirssively in 200 I  u i th a tota l  of

3,145 rccorr ls  receivet l  e lectronicr l ly  -  th is represcnts 15'Xr of  the tota l  recor. ls  in 2Otr l .  Next  ) 'ear
t l . re t : r rgct  is  20'X'  arrd s ' i th vt rur  help th is sh,r t r l t l  he no problernl

Any ncst  recordcrs interested in IPMR sirnply need t t r  t l txvnlo i rd rhe svste-m frorr  the BTO u ebsi te
(h t t l : / / s su . l . t o . o rg / r i ng i ng / r i r r gso f t / i f r n r )  o r  con tac t  t he  Nes t  Rcco rds  Un i t  anJ  $c  can  sen r l  ) ( ) u  i )

cr ' rpy of  thc system on CD-Rorn.

Consfqnt Nest Monitoring
Progromme

Tl-re Ctrnstant  Ncst  Nloni tor ing Progr i rnrrnc is  an exci t ing nn. l  important  nc-rv scherne t les ignct l  to
c(rmplement the exist i r rg Nest  Record Scheme by provid ing ad. l i t i , rnal  inf ( r rmar i ( )n t ,n brec. l ing success
throughout the sc; tson and re lat ionships bctuecn prot luct iv i ty  and habi tat .  The pr , rgramrnc is  bcing

r levelopc, l  as a \ \ 'a \ I  to achieve a morc structured : rnd standarJised f rom of  nest  recor( l ing rnel  s ' i l I

a l low us to : tns\ \ 'er  even rnore quest ions about our breeding bi rds.

The basic i t le i r  is  that  nest  recorders tnoni tor  the hrc-et l ing act iv i tv  of  one or  nr(r rc sfecles on

Jcf ined rn()n i t ( ) r ing l l , r ts .  These plots rv i l l  be moni torcd every year i rnJ rve are asking obscrvcrs rcr
rcc,r rd r t t - rv hrr t - . i t ; r t  charrges in thci r  pkr ts,  a lc,ng *  i th t leta i ls  of  search ef forr  (e.g.  r ' rurnbe r  o i  hours in

the f ic l . l )  i ln . l  c()unts , . f  the nurnber of  pairs present , . f  each study spccies.  An in i t i l l  census of

uunhers is  intport ; tnt  as th is a l lows us to assess levcls of  crrvcrage ( i .e.  the proptrr t ion rr ibrcet l ing pairs

nests f i ,un. l ) .  Wc soul . l  expect  obscrvers to rec()rJ ncsts throughout the ent i rc hree. l ing selrs()n of

their  choscrr  speci ' ls  an( l  p lots should be l t r rge cnough to inc lucle at  least  one terr i tory o i  t f re species

concerne. l .

This 1 'ear a nutnber of  p i lot  p lots are underrvay throughout Br i ta in and rnany Nest  Rccort lers are

keen t< ,be invo l ve . l  r r i t h t hcp ro j ec t .  Wehope toh i r veZ0 reg i s t e re t l p l o t snex t seas r -n ( i nc l u . l i ngone

here at  the Nurrncr l  l )  and any Ncst  Recor, lers interestecl  should contact  Andy Simpkin at  thc Nest

RrcorJs Uni t  ior  funl- rer  Jetai ls .
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Everything You Wonted To Know About Nest
Record Cords Buf Were Afroid To Ask!!

EVery season many nest recorders contact the Nest and success codes. Fai lure cr)Jcs t(rr eggs or chicks
Record Unit rvi th problems f l l l ing in their nest can be rvrir ten on anl r ' i : i r .
record cards. Hopeful ly the fol lowing l ist of
cornmon problems and usef'.rl tips ivill ansr.r'er the Hobitqf
questions of al l  the pu:: le. l  nest recorders out Fi l l ing in the habitat secti t  n , . i  ncst rcc(rr l l  cirrds
there! is extrcmelv irnnortant anJ not :rs harJ as i t  lo,rks

se.. the handtook ancl co.ling crrrJ for habitat
Spec ies  Code Jc ta i l s .
l f  possible please use the BTO f ive-letter species
co.le (a l ist of these codes is given in t l-re Nest Nest Site
Rccorcl Schcme Handbook). Alternatively rvr i te Onlv one of the tr l 'o boxes 'centre' :rnd 'm:rrgin'

t l ' re species name in ful l ,  please don't  use BTO ma_v [.e rrsc. l .  Tl ' r is also applies to the'f ield'an.l
two-letter codes or your own species co.1es. l f  'u 'oo.l 'b,,xes.

species identi f icat ion is uncert ir in please .1.. .  n.rt
send the record. Addit ionol Nesi ing Attempts

Anv a.l . l i t iL.nrr l  ncsting rt tcmpts by a pair should
Observer Code bc rccor. lcJ on ir  ne \\ 'carJ anJ stanlcd to the f irst
Every nest recorder is al located ir  uniquc ob-server card.
code. Please write this on al l  car. ls as ohserr, 'er
co.les and not names are cc)mputcriseJ. Please lnqctive Nests
contact the Nest Record Unit i f  ) 'olr are new to Please do not submit cards for nests that fai led
tl-re scheme and require an observer cr.de. before the egg stage or had alrealy ftileJ u'hen

for-rn.l.
Grid Reference
Grid references are the best method for recording Number of Visits
nest location and are ofgreat valLre uhen i t  corres l f  possible plcase visi t  nct ive nests at least tu, ice
to analysing nest record cl ir ta. Fc,ur anJ tr i ' , r- f igtrre as this provi. les much nore useful information
g r i d  r e f e r e n c e s  c a n  b e  u s e . l  t o  m u i n t a i n  t h a n  a  s i n g l e  v i s i t .
confidential i ty of ne-.t  si tes. Further t lctai ls on
the use of grid references can be found in the Nest Summory Form
Record Scheme handbook. When subrnitting your ne..t record car.ls pleirse

tekc ir  fb* '  minLrtes to f i l l  in your summary frrrm.
Stotus codes Tlrese forrns rnuke i t  easier for us to enter ),()ur
Please use off icial two letter status co.les t-rn11 l  recr)r l ls intr) ()ur ! l . l tabase and also gi. , 'e us., 'alr-rable
Detai ls of the status codes are on the co.l ing card fct. l f ,rrck ,r l . , ,rr t  .r l . , ,n,r l  c()\ 'emge and any single
and in the Nest Record handbook. specics.tuJit .  th.rt  rrr. t  rcc(rr l lcrs nuy he involvcd

l n .

Adult Activity
These codes are often overlooked but can provicle Don't Ponic!
usefu l  in fo rmat ion  about  the  s ta tus  o f  a  nes t ,  Don ' t  uorn ' too  r r ruc f r . r l . , ru t  hon ' to  f i l l  i n  the
especial ly where nest contents are hard ttr  record. cards, i f  in . loubt plcrr.e t iel  free to contact the

Nest Recor. l  Unit.  The cards are designed to be
Nest Outcome quick and cirs) '  ro corrFlete and f i l l ing them in
Use al l  appropriate codes for the nest ()Lrtcorre. shoul. l  be an enjolable experience and not too
If son-re young fleclge and some die use both failure much l-rard rvork!
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Community Nest Recording
Nest recorc ler  John Clarke enl is ted the help of  the local  community in a census of  a nat ional ly

decl in ing species -  the Spotted Flycatcher.

Spof ied Flycotcher Proiecf  -  Bredon Hi l l  (2OOl )
There is  p lenty of  publ ished evi , lence to conf i rm the dccl ine of  the Sptr t teJ Flycatcher in u 'oor l land

and farmlarrd habi tats.  Betueen 1995 and 1999 se, , 'era l  p i r i rs  r . r 'ere noted breeding in v i l l i rges on the

southern s lope's of  Bredon Hi l l ,  South Worcestershire and a smal l  s tLr . ly  in 1000 revealeJ thar the

si tuat ion var ied ct ' rnsiderably betrveen v i l lages,  u ' i th ancc. lota l  c ' r ' idence suggest ing that  the Spotted

Flycatcher no longer breJ in mlny former vr l lage s i tes.

This project  s, rught  to enl is t  t l ' re help of  the l . ,cal  community in assessing the status , r f  the

Spotted Fl l 'catcher in se ' , 'era l  Bredon Hi l l  v i l lages.  A leat let  rvas t les igner l  and r l is t r ibute. l  local ly

out l in ing the project  an. l  asking for  heip and ntr t ices ucre publ ishe. l  in  t*o local  church pi r r ish

maga: ines.  The co-operat ion of  householders rvas v i ta l  in orJer to gain access to propert ies u ' i th

breer l ing pairs of  S! .ot t .J  Flycr tchcrs an, l  t l ' re puhl ic  resp,rnsc t t r  the project  rvas so strLrng t l - rat  the

or ig inal  target  of  f . rur  v i l lages rvas expandecl  to n ine

A gener i - r l  survey of  f lycatchers s 'as c i r r r ied ()ut  in o:rch v i l lage anJ anect lot i r l  ev idcnce was

col lected about past  breeding.  Once i r  b i rd was fount l  or  reported the house-orvner 's  perrniss ion uas

srtuqht  to loc i l te und moni tor  the nest .  The ncsts \ \ere l ( )cuted and checked, using i rn a l ju, . table

mirr( ) r  at t i rched to an extending handle,  thus avoic l ing the . l is turbance , , f  f ragi le shrr-rbs rv i th a

l aJ . l c r .  Fu l l c ( ) \ ' c r i r qe  o f  a l l  v i l l ages  was  no t  poss ih l c  r r s  r nuch , r i t l r e  bas i c  su r vey  u ' t r k  \ \ ' a s  conduc ted

irom rhe r( ) r lJ  i rnr l  t inre avai lable rvas l imire. l .

In iormat iorr  ant l  t la t t r  col lccte, l  f rorn each s i te t r r ' terr i torv 'u i rs recordc. l  on a s imple computer

sprea( lshect  ancl  then re levant  Jata tnnsferred on to Ncst  RccorJ Car. ls  issueJ by The Br i t ish Trust

for  Orni thology.  This inc ludes informat ion about loc i r t ion,  s i tuat ion,  c lutch s i :e,  brooJ s i :e rnd

f ledging sLrccess.  In acld i t ion an est imate rvas mirde. ; f  thc nurnbers of  pairs missed.  This r ias based on
pract icalexper ience and could only be made u 'here rc i rsonrrble coverage had been achieved. Weather

condir ions are l ikely to af tect  breeding success but  g iven the l i rn i tat ions of  the project ,  the informar ion
uas restr ic ted to br ief ,  general  notes.

Resuhs
Due to the increased si:e of the project the amount ,rf c,rverage varied considerabli' betu'.-en villages.

Nests u'ere nt'rt ah.r':tys found, due to restricted acccss or failtrre hy observers to pinpoint the sites. Some
nests $ 'ere not  located unt i l  af ter  hatching anJ in tu 'o insr i rnces,  just  as the )ounu \ \ 'ere f leJging.

An estirnrteJ 70 pec,ple co-operated in the survcy.

From the - lO . lef ini te pairs of spotte. l  f l r 'catcher iclcnti f iet l ,  23 nests were foun.l  and nr,rnitored.
A firrther lLl ncsts (second ittempl5 an.l secon.l br,n.ls) q'ere found and monirt-rred later in the
serrson. Thc f ir . t  recor. l  of nest burl . l ing u' irs l9th NIuv and the last f ledgingdare $as 12th August.

25 nests rlerc tirund on house rvalls, four on garJen rvalls, trvo on gar.len fences, one in a shed and
one in r tree. Onc pair useJ the old nest of another species (Blackbird) as a nest platform. The
average height of nest si tes above the groul-, .1 . t ' , rr  2.4 netres.

The 33 nests located produced an estimated toral of 135 eggs, from which a minimum total of 73
young f ledgeJ.
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o Anal l 's is  c ' f  dat i r  f rotn moni tored nests -  t r 'erage c lutch s i :c  4.ur9,  a 'crege brrrod s i :e 2.2,aver:lge succe-\s rilre (r.oung flr.tlge,l pcr egg) 5,1,)i,.

I  9  . f  t he  JJ  nes t s  i r i l e c l ,  g i v i ng  a  f : r i l u re  r a re  ( ) f  27%.  ceuses  t , f  f r r i l L r r cs  i nc l . . l r . t l  s t . rmr l i rurage,  i r r f 'err i le  eggs,  adulr  m,rr tar i ty  anr l  pred.r ion by c i r ts ,  r r* .nr  ou l  . r . . r  r . . ic . rs.

r  T* 'o pairs used thci r  f i rs t  nest  f , r r  sr 'conJ br . . t ls .  A th i r . j  r . rscr l  the s: , r . rc c()c() . . t  :ht l l  s i te,  af ter  i thad been c leane, l  out  fo l lorv ing the f i rs t  f le . lg inu.

o lTeather n() te.s:  cr) l ( l / \ t . in . ly , /u.r - r  r lhen bi rJs urr i r .c t l ,  gooi l  i1 ,aa,1. , . ,  \ \ . i rh occasi( )nal  c, ro ier /* i ndy  spe l l s  du r i ng  f i r s t  b r . . q r ,  f , ; 1 r  u ' c . t hc r , i r c r  r i c J r : i ng  anJ  Ju r i ng  sec .nJ  t . gg - ra l - i ngper i . t l ,  heat-*a 'e i '  n id-Jury,  cool /hc-ar .y r . instornrs/* . i r . . , .1.  Jur ing secL) l rJ brord.

Conclusions
o  I t  i s  c l e : r r  f r o t n  r l nec ( l o t t l l  e ' i dence  (and  t hc  au t f r , r r ' s  pc r s , r na l  r eco r r l s )  t ha t  t he  Sp . t t e , lF l lcatcher no l ( )nger breeds in many fcrrmcr hrcal  s i t r ,s  -  t , r .en r i . i r l_r in r . . i l lages u.here j t  is  st i l lcornparat i 'e ly  c( ln l lnon.  N{t l reo 'er ,  in rc 'cent  yc. . rs,  r r . . i  f i r r  rhc i i rs t  t i 'c  rn I* , ing rnemory,i t  has probr ib ly completely d isappeare. i  f  r , . , ,n cnt i r "  r  i l l ; rgcs.

o  A l t hough  t he re  ' r , . u l r l  appea r  t o  be  n .  sho r t age  . t  511111 f1 .  ncs t i ng  ha l . i t a r  r hc re  u ,as  atenc lency  f t - r r ' c l us t c r s ' t o  occu r '  u ' t t h  s .me  pa i r s  ncs t i . g  *  j t l . i r n  r r  t e r , r . r . . c t r e :  . f  cach  . t he r .N t l  i l 11sp1p1  has  bccn  rnade  t o  accu ra t c l v  . - ' , r , , , p , , r "  , J cns i r i c r , ,  
i . e .  r h t  r t r r n rhc r  , , i  l . r c c . l i ng

fai rs 1. . ' r  h( ,ct i r rc of  i  i l l rge.

r  A l t hough  t he  a ' e rage  c l u t ch  s i : e  r i ' a s  on l l ' . l i l h r l v  s rna l l e r  t han  rhe  n i r r i ( ) n ; l l  i r \ . e r i l ge ,  r he
f leJging success r : l te \ \ ' l ]s  9"1,  lor tcr .  wc: , r l r . r . - t ,n. l i t i r rns i rn( l / ( ) r  a rc l l r rct i ( ) .  rn tb. . l  supplv
u t l u l d  appe i t r  t o  hc  r hemos t  l i ke l y  causes .  As  on l r ,  ( ) nc  ( ) 1 t , , f  t h t -  3 l  nc : t i ng  i l r t c . l ' t s  f a i l c . l  . s .pc ' rss ib le resul t . f  the loss of  nn aJul t ,  adul t  rn.r t i r l i tv  * ' .u l t l  n. r  appeirr  r .  l .c  a f r rctor .

FL r t t r r t -  ncs t i ng  success  n i ay  be  i nc reaseJ
h v  c n s u r i n g  t h l t  g o o J  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  i s
r c t r r i n c t l ,  h v  p r , r v i . l i n g  s L r i t a b l y  s i t e d
i r r t i t i c i l l  n c s t  s l t c s  r r n t l  h V  t r t . i n g  t 0  d e t e r
l rcel ; r tors such as c i l ts ,  orr  Is  : l l t . l  c t ) r r , . i t ls .

T h e  s u p p o r t  r l n r l  e n t h u s i u s r l  s h . . u . n  b y
Iocl l  l .gpplg for  th is project  s.as beyonJ al l
es t i r l a t i on  and  t hanks  rnu -s t  go  ro  x l l  t hg
pcople inr ,o l r -cd i r r  t l - re project .  l r  is  c lear
t ha t  i n  f u ru re  ve i r r s  n - r , r ny  r . r . i l l  b c  t r y i ng
h a r J  t t t  e n c ( ) r l r i l g c . l l ) ( l  p r ( , t c c t  S f 0 r t e d
Flvcatc hcrs.

J t , hn  i s  con t i nu ing  t he  p r i r j t , c t  t h i s  1 ,ea r  and
hrtpcs t , l  haVe l r | r , t the r  f  r ( ) ! lLtct ive seirson of
l l l  cutchcr nt( ) t ) i t ( r r in.g.
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More Records Pleose
A number of species monitored by the BTO's Integrated Population Monitoring (lPM) programme
fall short rrf the irieal target of 150 nest records per year. The nests of rnany of these species are
particularly hard to find or inaccessible and therefr.re difficuit to record accurately but we would still
like nest recorr]ers to concentrate rrn these species where nossible.

IPM Species
Sparrou,hawk
Cornmon Sandpiper
Curlew
Snipe
Rr'dshank
Turtle Dg,,,e
Lit t le Owl
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar
Green Woodpecker
Crc,rt SporrcJ Wo,r.lpgckql
Lesser Spottecl Woodpecker
Skylark
Tree Pipit
Rock Pipit
Ycllow Wagtail

Grey  Wagta i l
N igh t inga le
\Thinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
R ing  Ou:e l
Mis t le  Thrush
Grasshopper Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Lesser  Whi te th roa t
Whi te th roa t
Garden Warbler
B lackcap
Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff
Go ldcres t

Marsh Tit
Wi l low T i t
Nutha tch
T. . " . , " "^ " .

Coldf inch
Tu' i te
Bu l l f  i r rch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunt ing
Corn  Bunt ing

Other Species
L i t t le  Grebe
Woo.icock
Cuckot 'r
Har.r ' f inch

Migration Watch is a new BTO and BirdWatch
IreLrntl initiative designe.l to track the arrival and
flow oi surrrmer migrants t l ' rrough the country.
The itlcrr is simple; you rnake a note of rhe birds

)'r)u sce and enter your daily observatit'rns on a
simple-to-use u'eb page. Every night the Mrgrarion
Whrch ctrrnputer at BTCI HQ wil l  look at al l  the
rccords submitted that day by obserr. 'ers across the
country and will produce up-to-tJate maps showing
the  ar r i va l  an . l  spread o f  summer  migran ts
throughout Bri tain & lreland. Irs not too late to
take part in this excit ing new project, simply look
at  the  BTO webs i te  o r  send an  erna i l  t c r
migrationwatch@bto.org for more infcrrmation.
The project wi l l  also take place in ZOO3 and 2004.

Enjoy your nest recording in 20O2.
I 9

Bqrn Owl Migrotion Wotch
Monitoring
Progrqmme

We receive hunrlreds of Barn Orvl nest rt'cord
cards e', 'ery yezrr at the BTO and many nest
recorders \\'ho m( )nitor Bam Orvl nests are alre ,r,-ly
involved in the Bam Ou'l Monitoring Programme.
However u'e r.vould encourage any Barn Owl nest
recorders out there who do not )'et take pirrt in
the monitoring programme to consider taking
part.  The scheme requires volunteers to monitor
natural and art i f ic ial nest si tes anJ record site
occupancy, clutch si:e, brood size and breeding
success. Quali f ied r ingers may catch and r ing
a'.Jults anJ chicks and record measuremenrs. I f
you are interested in this project (NB - a schedule
1 l icence rs requireJ to record Barn Owl nests)
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P e t e r  B e a v e n  a t  t h e  B T O
( Le ter. bea ven@b to. org ).
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Bird Species Profected under the
Wildlife ond Counfryside Act l98l

The sp'ecies listed below are protected under the Wildlife and Qrunrryside Act 1981 as amende,J by the
Environmental Protection Act 1990. If you wish to consider visiting the nests of anv of these species,
write to Jez Blackbum, the Licensing Officer, at the BTO HQ for a licence application fonn. No nest
may be visited without prior approval.

The rnajority of licenses issued during the breeding season are reneilals for the same *'orkers who held
the appropriate approval during the previous season. Newcomers to the Nest Record Scheme, or recorders
who have never held such a licence before, can apply for the relevant approval through the BTO.
However, it is necessary to provide two references from'respected'omithologists e.g. County Recorder,
BTO Regional Representative, Bird Club Chairman, BTO Bird Ringer etc, or a letter of support frt m a
study group - relevant to the species application being sought. Please note that applications must be
received before the end ofFebruary to be given priority; and no renewal can be granted until a repor'
fonn htrs been subrnitted (including nil retums) for the previt us season.

List of Schedule I species
Avocet Coose, Greylag Rul{
Bee-eater Goshau'k Sandpiper, Green
Bittem Grebe, Black-neckecl S:,rndpiper, Purple
Bittem, Little Grebe, Slavonian Sandpiper, Wood
Bluethroat Creenshank Scaup
Brambling GLrl l ,  Li t t le Scoter, C()mm()n
Bunting, Cir l  Cul l ,  Merl i terrancan Scoter, Velvet
Bunting, Lapland Hanier (all species) Serin
Bunting, Snow Heron, Purple Shorelark
Buzzard, Honey Hobby Shrike, Re.l-backed
Chough Hoopoe Spoonbill
Comcrake Kingfisher Stilt, Black-* inge.1
Crake, Spotted Kite, Red Stint, Ternmincki
Crossbill, (all species) N4erlin Swan, Bervicki
Curlew, Stone Oriole, Golden Sri'an, Whtroper
Diver, Black-throated Osprey Tem, Black
Diver, Great Northem Owl, Bam Tem, Little
Diver, Red-throated Owl, Snot,y Tem, Roseate
Dotterel Peregrine nt, Bearded
Duck, Long-tailed Petrel, Leachi l[it, Crested
Eagle, Colden Phalarope. Re'd-necked Tieecreeper, Short-toed
Eagle, White-tailed Pintail Warbler, Cetti's
Falcon, Gyr Plover, Kentish Warbler, Dartford
Fieldfare Plover, Little Ringed Warbler, Marsh
Firecrest Quail Warbler, S:rvi\
Garganey Redstart, Black Whimbrel
Goldeneye Redwing Woodlark
Godwit, Black-tailed , Rosefinch, Scarlet Wryneck

NB. A rarer breeding species than these may be aclcled to the Scheclule I list without waming, so if you

find one, contact the BTO's Licensing Officer for clearance.
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